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TO THE READER 



The following Lectures were preached during 
the past winter, in the ordinary course of my 
ministry. They were suggested to my mind as 
suitable for general edification, and as especially 
called for by circumstances arising out of the 
publication of Dr. Colenso's work on the Penta- 
teuch. They were not, however, intended to be a 
formal refutation of that book, but were designed 
rather to illustrate the great arguments in favour 
of Revealed Religion, having especial regard to the 
authority of the Five Books of Moses. In pre- 
paring them for the pulpit, I availed myself freely 
of such statements and illustrations of truth as 
the controversy respecting a written Revelation 
had originated in former times, and revived in the 
present day. I had at first no intention of com- 
mitting them to the press ; but being urged to do 
so by some esteemed friends, I have complied with 
their request, in the hope that Discourses, which 
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were heard with unusual interest, may be read with 
profit bj many. 

In revising the manuscripts for the press, I have 
omitted some few things, altered a few others, 
and added a small number ; but substantially the 
Lectures are the same as when delivered from the 
pulpit. I dedicate them, with much affection, to 
the members of my congregation, for whose advan- 
tage they are principally though not exclusively 
intended. 

That the God of truth and love may add His 
effectual blessing to this unpretending effort to 
uphold the authority and integrity of the Holy 
Bible, is the cherished hope and earnest prayer of 
yours, to serve in the Gospel of His Son, 



GEOEGE SMITH. 



Trinity Parsonage, Poplar, 
April 27 th, 1863. 
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LECTTJEES ON THE PENTATEUCH. 



LECTURE I. 

THE DIVINE MISSION OF MOSES. 



Acts iii. 22. 
'* For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A prophet shall the 
Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like 
unto me." 

The Christian ministry is set for the defence 
of the truth of the Gospel In accomplishing 
this design, it is by no means essential or 
desirable t5 cultivate a controversial spirit, to 
look out for occasions of proving a charge 
of heresy, or to seek opportunity of hunting 
down the opponents of revelation. The best 
refutation of error is the clear and forcible 
statement of truth. The measure filled with 
wheat will allow no room for the chaff, and 
the heart filled with the love of truth will not 
yield itself up to the seductions of error. In 
pursuing the great work of converting men to 
the faith of Jesus Christ, edifying believers, 
and training immortal spirits for glory, it is in 
a usual way unadvisable to come down from 
the moral eminence which the true workman 
occupies, to enter the arena of conflict with 
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2 THE DIVINE MISSION OF MOSES. 

those who are attacking the' outposts of our 
faith. We may reply to the bold but feeble 
boastings of infidelity, in the words of Nehe- 
miah, "I am doing a great work, so that I 
cannot come down : why should the work cease 
whilst I leave it, and come down to you ?" 

There are, however, occasions when the 
Christian minister would prove deficient in 
loyalty to his Saviour and Lord, and in fidelity 
to the people committed to his pastoral care, 
if he did not evince a readiness to vindicate as 
weU as to expound the GospeL Circumstances 
may compel him to take up the gauntlet 
thrown down by the foe, and girding himself 
for conflict with the axmour of i^teousness 
and the swqrd of the Spirit, he may, as a good 
soldier of Jesus Christ, show himself valiant for 
the truth. The present time, in my opinion, 
furnishes such an occasion, and, in common 
with maoiy of my brethren of various Christian 
denominations, I feel it incumbent on me to 
vindicate some important books of the Bible 
which have just now been vigorously assailed. 
A short time since, a volume entitled, " Essays 
and Reviews,"" was published at Oxford, con- 
tributed chiefly by divines of the English 
Church, the undoubted tendency of which is 
to weaken the faith of men in the word of 
God. This publication, issuing from a univer- 
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sity previously marked by opinions and prac- 
tices savouring of the notion of sacramental 
efficacy, furnished an illustration of the fact 
often remarked, that extremes meet, and that 
persons who begin by believing too much may 
possibly end in believing nothing. The sur- 
prise and excitement produced by its appear- 
ance, and by the replies it called forth, has only 
just begun to subside, when a bolder and more 
direct attack has been made on the authority 
of revelation by an attempt to undermine the 
historic truth of the first five books of the 
Bible, in a work professing critically to examine 
"The Pentateuch and the Book of Joshua."' 
This book, written in a popular style, and 
appealing to the laity and common people, 
has rapidly obtained a large circulation, aiid 
secured for itself all but universal attention. 
Its merits are freely discussed in daUy and 
weekly journals, both Christian and infidel ; 
the former in condenmatory, and the latter in 
approving strains. It has been the theme of 
conversation in public and private life, in shops 
and yards, in the railway carriage and the fa<;- 
tory. Its confident statements and triumphant 
tone have perplexed and confoimded many to 
whom its plausible objections were new and 
startling, while perhaps it has imperilled or 
overiiirown the faith of some. 
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The seriousness of this attack, however, 
arises more from the position of the assailant, 
than from the strength of his arguments. Ob- 
jections similar to those he has now advanced 
have been frequently made, and as frequently 
reftited. Eben Ezra, a learned Jew, in the 
twelfth century; Hobbes and Spinoza, in a 
later age ; and more recently, Paine and Vol- 
taire, have aU, with different degrees of confi- 
dence and cleverness, denied the genuineness 
or authenticity of the five books of Moses. 
Their attacks have called forth noble and 
imperishable vindications of the Bible as a 
whole, and especially of the particular books 
which have been assailed ; but of these facts 
the present objector is either ignorant or is 
unwilling to speak The remarkable peculiarity 
of this assault on the Book of books is, that it 
is made, not by a Jew, nor an Atheist, nor even 
a Deist, but by a professed Christian, a minister 
of the Gospel, a dignitary of the Episcopal 
Church, and even a missionary bishop, the 
Right Reverend Dr. Colenso, the Bishop of 
Natal. It appears that this clergyman, sent 
out to convert the Zulu Kaffirs to the faith of 
the Gospel, while translating a part of the 
Bible, had his faith shaken in the book by 
some objections of a half-converted heathen, 
who was employed as his assistant, and that 
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he returned to this country to publish the 
doubts and objections thus originated. We 
have not to do with his motives or his con- 
sistency, or I might enlarge on the impropriety 
of a man holding such a position, with its 
emoluments, in connection with the unbelieving 
sentiments he avowa It is my intention, as 
far as possible, to avoid all personalities, or I 
should argue that a man who can plead for 
polygamy as a practice to be tolerated among 
converts from heathenism, is not a very safe 
guide in matters of faith. I have, however, only 
to examine his published opinions and sceptical 
difficulties, his doubts and denials. These 
refer to the Mosaic account of the Deluge, to 
the departure of the Israelites from Egypt, to 
the wanderings of the people in the wilderness, 
to the historic veracity of Moses, and to the 
credibility of the Book of Joshua. In the 
course of these lectures I shall candidly state 
these objections, and endeavour to meet and 
obviate them ; not by invective and raillery, 
but by close and earnest reasoning, and by 
an appeal to undoubted facts. 

Dr. Colenso believes "that the account of 
the Exodus is not historically true." Then it 
must be historically faLse, or, in plainer words, 
a lie. He says, " I have arrived at the convic- 
tion that the Pentateuch, as a whole, cannot 
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6 THE DIVINE MISSION OF MOSES. 

possibly have been written by Moses ; and, 
ftirther, that, by whomsoever written, it cannot 
be historically true." These are grave assump- 
tions, and, could they be established, would go 
far to destroy the authority of the Bible as a 
whole. Not only would men think it to be a 
less sacred book than their fathers thought it, 
but they would be justified in regarding it as 
a cunningly devised fable. " If the foundations 
be destroyed, what can the righteous do V It 
is only after much deliberation that I have 
arrived at a conclusion, that it is my duty to 
invite your attention to this subject in the 
present course of lectures. They are not 
undertaken in any pauic, a^ though Christianity 
had anything to fear from its assailants, but 
with the design of confirming the faith of 
believers, of saving the young from the wither- 
ing influence of infidelity, and of furnishing 
generally a reason of the hope that is in us. 
As it will be readily perceived that verbal, 
minute criticism is scarcely adapted to the 
ends of pulpit teaching, I shall not largely 
employ that element in the discussion, but deal 
rather with great principles, the establishment 
of which will prove that the Bible is an inspired 
revelation of the will of God, and of His dealings 
with His Chiu-ch from the beginning. 

Before, however, I proceed with this design. 
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I venture to take some serious exceptions to 
the general character of the book on which we 
shall have occasion frequently to animadvert 
Its author represents himself as having had 
serious doubts respecting the books of Moses 
for a period of two or three years. Siu^ely he 
ought not to have rushed into print after so 
short a time of hesitancy and doubt. Books 
which, in all probability, occupied more than 
forty years in their composition, were not to be 
invalidated by the unbelief of a fewer number 
of months. He admits that he has had no 
access to any large number of books on the 
controversy he has thus hastily originated, 
and the few he consulted are obviously not 
of the highest authority. He might have 
paused and deliberated with advantage on his 
return to Europe ; he might have made himself 
familiar with the treatises which learned men 
have written in favour of the Pentateuch ; he 
might have given years of patient study to 
our best works on the canon of Scriptiu'e — 
have made himself conversant with Isaac 
Taylor's work on " The Transmission of Books 
from Ancient to Modem Times,"' and with the 
dear and cogent arguments of Bishop Watsoib 
in his "Apology for the Bible." If, after all 
this deliberation, he had still deemed it his 
duty to publish an attack on the Book he is 
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pledged to vindicate and sustain, the work 
would have been less pretentious and confident 
than it is, and would have revealed the workings 
of a deep regret that he had, after weighing 
the volume in impartial scales, found it want- 
ing. But, unhappily, our author has shown 
none of this caution or concern in bringing 
the sacred ark of revelation into the battle- 
field ; and so far as we may judge from the 
tone of his writing, though it might fell into 
the hands of the enemy, his sorrow would be 
by no means acute or profound. 

A partial, one-sided, and consequently imfair 
method of treating the Pentateuch has been 
adopted by this writer. All the general argu- 
ments in fe;VOur of the books of Moses, as 
constituting a part of the volume for which 
the claim of inspiration is set up, are passed 
over without remark Some solitary precept 
or practice of the Levitical economy is de- 
nounced, as \inworthy of the character of the 
true God, forgetting that certain things allowed, 
because of the hardness of men's heai*ts, " were 
not so fix)m the beginning,"' and overlooking 
the high moral tone of the law, which is holy, 
just, and good. The element of miracle, which 
so largely pervades the Pentateuch, and with- 
out which we should not undertake to claim 
for it a Divine character, is ignored, and the 
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narrative is treated as though it were a mere 
human composition. Much stress is laid on 
what are termed numerical improbabilities 
and contradictions^ overlooking the fact that 
the evidence of any book being a revelation 
of God must be made up of many particulars, 
the whole of which may overbalance any diffi- 
culties attending it. These points, and others 
of equal importance, will pa*s under our review 
as we proceed with our design ; but our present 
object is to vindicate the Divine legation of 
Moses. And this shall be done by establishing 
two propositions — ^the one bearing reference to 
the character, and the other respecting the 
veracity, of the writings of this man of God. 
While we meditate this theme, may we be 
guided by the Spirit of Him who is the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life ! and who said to the 
Jews, " Had ye believed Moses, ye would have 
believed Me: for he wrote of Me ;" and who 
added, in a more general way, " If they hear 
not Moses and the prophets, neither will they 
be persuaded though one rose from the dead." 
We observe, — 
I. That Moses was an inspired prophet 

AND RULER. His name is one familiar to the 
Jew, to the Christian, to the Mohammedan, 
and also to many Oriental heathen nations, in 
the midst of whom his disciples have dwelt. 
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10 THE DIVINE MISSION OF MOSES. 

If there be any historical feet unchaUenged in 
connection with the early history of mankind, 
it is that he lived, was an actxial person, and 
not a myth ;. and that he had much to do with 
the formation of the social and civic polity of 
a great people, and the establishment of a new 
and peculiar form of religion. The Boman 
poet and the Eastern philosopher, the Hebrew 
prophet and the Christian evangelist, alike 
accredit the fact of his existence, and, with 
various degrees of clearness, testify to his 
character and works. But we appeal to the 
highest authority for authentic information 
respecting this servant of God, even to the 
sacred Scriptures of truth, from which we 
learn, — 

1. That he was a man of pre-eminent natural 
gifts. A measure of ability is dealt out, by the 
great Lord and Master of us all, to the sons 
of men, according to their rank and require- 
ments. To one is given five talents, to another 
two, and to another one. Some are fitted for 
a private, and others for a public station ; some 
for one given line of action, and others for 
numerous diversified engagements and services. 
In Moses we find an imusual variety of mental 
and moral qualifications. He could tend his 
father's flock with skill, and lead the armies of 
Israel to successful encounter with their foes. 
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He was alike distinguished in the tabernacle 
of devotion and in the gate of justice ; superior 
in the council and in the camp ; remarkable 
as a legislator, a leader, and a saviour. The 
spirit of wisdom taught him to discern danger, 
and to avoid it. His intrepid boldness made 
liim valiant in the face of apparent ruin and 
death. BGs forbearance was equal to his 
courage, and led him to excuse and endure the 
errors and rebellions of the people committed 
to his care. The disinterestedness of his con- 
duct appears in his forbearing to secure royalty 
for his family, and declining to be made great 
at the expense of the erring multitude. When 
they had committed a great offence, by the 
idolatry of the golden calf, he went in before 
the Lord and prayed, " Forgive their sin; and 
if not, blot me, I pray Thee, out of Thy book 
which Thou hast written."' Infidels have de- 
picted him in the blackest colours, as a crafty 
impostor, and a designing tjrrant ; but all 
candid persons will admit that he was one of 
nature's true nobility, and one of the greatest, 
if not the greatest, mere man that ever lived. 

2. He was providentially preserved and pre- 
pared for his work. Descended from the tribe 
of Levi, he was bom in Egypt at a time when 
the afflictions of the Hebrew people had reached 
their lowest point His infant life was ex- 
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posed to danger from the exterminating edict 
of Pharaoh. Parental affection yearned over 
him as a "goodly child," and he was hid for a 
time in his father's house. When this failed 
as an asylum, maternal love devised an in- 
genious plan for his preservation, and, placed in 
an ark of bulrushes, the babe was committed to 
the waters of the Nile. Providence directed the 
steps of Pharaoh's daughter to the spot where he 
was concealed. The tears of the child touched 
her heart, and she adopted and nourished him as 
her own son. A name commemorative of his 
deliverance was given to him, which signifies 
"drawn out " of the water. He grew in wisdom 
and stature, and in favour with God and man. 
Blessed with all the advantages of social position 
and liberal instruction, he became learned in 
the wisdom of the Egyptians. Mercifully pre- 
served from contamination by the example of 
courtiers and contact with idolaters, he con- 
tinued a worshipper of the true God, and re- 
mained loyally attached to his oppressed people. 
When arrived at years of discretion, he appears 
to have had an intimation that, through his 
instrumentality, deliverance would be wrought 
out for them. He avenged a quarrel of theirs 
on an Egyptian, and then in fear fled from 
Egypt, and dwelt in the land of Midian. His 
lengthened abode there furnished him with 
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ample opportunity of communing with his 
own heart and with God in the solitude of 
the desert, and of preparing for the pubUc 
mission on which he was about to be sent. 
His call to the work was unmistakably defi- 
nite and authoritative. Qod spake to him at 
Horeb, out of the midst of a bush burning 
with fire, but imconsumed, and as the God of 
the patriarchs, sent him to deliver His people 
from the cruel bondage of Pharaoh. Behold 
hun, then, at the command of Heaven, going 
forth from his seclusion, not in the ignorance of 
youth, but with the ripeness of experienced 
age,— not in his own strength, but in the 
might of the great I AM, to emancipatie an 
oppressed nation. The legate of the skies is 
about to stand before Pharaoh, and in the 
name of Jehovah to say, " Let my people go, 
that they may serve me." He is about, after 
a series of imprecedented marvels, to effect 
a nobler conquest than that achieved on the 
plains of Marathon or the field of Waterloo. 

3. He was amply accredited in his mission. 
That he set up a new dispensation of religion, 
and laid claim to superhuman authority, is 
evident. Is the claim well supported ? Was 
the undertaking of heaven, or of men ? At 
the bidding of the Lord, or at his own instiga- 
tion? Impartial observation of the fitcts of 
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this history will allow but one reply, — " This 
is the finger of God 1" The claim is sustained 
by the nature of the legation, and by the 
operations of superhuman power which verified 
it. Could any man in such circumstances, of 
his own unaided mind, have formed this stu- 
pendous plan ? or, having formed it, in his own 
strength carry it into effect ? We think not 
The people to be rescued were a sensual and a 
selfish race, and it will never cease to be a 
marvel that Jehovah should have selected such 
a people to make of them a holy nation. They 
were depressed and despondent, as the result 
of long-continued bondage, and little prepared 
to throw off* the yoke of the oppressor. Moses 
was reluctant to undertake a task for which 
he felt himself unprepared, and his hesitancy 
was only subdued by promises of the Divine 
presence and help. This work of redemption 
was • effected without adequate human instru- 
mentality, and by its nature proved itself to 
be of God. 

One of the highest forms of attestation to 
the legation of Moses is found in the miracles 
he wrought. The possibility of miracles, which 
are a suspension of the laws of nature, must be 
granted by every one who admits the existence 
of an Almighty Creator. The probability of 
miraculous power being exerted to demonsti-ate 
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the certainty of revealed truth is equally clear, 
supposing the Most High to favour mankind 
with communications of His will And the 
reality of the miracles wrought by Moses is 
self-evident. They were such as befittingly 
accompanied the revelation about to be made. 
They were palpable, and numerous, open, and 
of easy detection, if spurious. Could Pharaoh 
and his people be deceived in relation to the 
sore retributive calamities which came down 
upon them ? Could the Israelites be imposed 
upon by the wonders which they saw for 
months and years ? We think not. Let the 
man who has the hardihood to think that he 
has detected an imposture, and found this 
whole series of wonders to be chicanery and 
fraud, test his own ability to delude the most 
ignorant of his fellow-men. Let him bring a 
plague of darkness on the land, turn a river 
into blood, or smite the Thames at Blackwall, 
so that people may pass over into Kent dry- 
shod Let him feed myriads of people in a 
desert, and quench their thirst with living 
streams of water. Or, on this infidel theory 
of objection, let him do what is equivalent to 
that which he supposes Moses to have done — 
make vast multitudes of people believe that 
he did all this, though he did it not. Till 
this has been accomplished, let the tongue 
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of infidelity be silent, and learn not to blas- 
pheme. 

4. The religious character of Moses was in 
harmony with his prophetic offica He was 
neither a feJse prophet nor a wicked man, but 
a faithful servant of God. He was too wise 
to be imposed upon, and too conscientious to 
impose on others. Of unblemished reputation 
and holy life, his devotional habits shed a 
lustre over his character, which was well 
typified by the splendour of his countenance 
when he came down from communion with the 
Deity in the holy mount. It is not to be 
imagined that the holy God would employ a 
man of ungodly principles to make such a 
revelation of Himself and of His truth as 
Moses did; for to the wicked God saith, " What 
hast thou to do to declare My statutes, or that 
thou shouldest take My covenant in thy 
mouth?"' We might therefore infer that be 
was a good man; and his whole conduct 
justifies the conclusion. God was with him. 
To Joshua the Lord said, "As I was with 
Moses, so will I be with thee." The apostle 
Paul affirms that Moses, as a servant, was 
faithftd in all his house. It is true that he 
was marked by the common infirmities of 
humanity, and was subject to death, not being 
even permitted to pass over Jordan into the 
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promised lana Yet God put honour upon 
him in death, for " He buried him in a valley 
in the land of Moab : but no man knoweth of 
his sepulchre imto this day/' The truthful 
estimate of his character, probably written by 
Joshua or Samuel, declares " there arose not a 
prophet since in Israel like unto Moses, whom 
the Lord knew face to face/' 

6. He resembled and prefigured the Saviour 
of men. The religion he established was de- 
signed to prepare the way for the coming of 
Christ. In its incidents, sacrifices, and wor- 
ship, it was typical of the Christian dispensa- 
tion. And more than this, it was prophetical, 
appealing not only to the eye by its types and 
outline representations, but to the ear in its 
numerous predictions of the Son of God, as 
the Seed of the woman, the Descendant of 
Abraham, the Shiloh of Jacob, the Sceptre and 
Star of Balaam, and the Prophet described by 
Moses as like unto himself The resemblance 
is more than accidental, extending, as it does, 
to a great number and variety of particulars. 
The extreme danger which attended the birth 
of Moses and of Christ, and the wonderful 
means of their preservation and deliverance, 
constitute a striking mark of resemblance 
between them. The personal beauty and 
accomplishments of the lawgiver of Israel 

c 
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might shadow forth the excellency of Him 
of whom the Psalmist said, "Thou art fairer 
than the children of men ; grace is poured into 
thy lips." Their moral qualities present a 
lovely and an instructive similitude. "The 
man Moses was very meek ;"' and Jesus said, 
" I am meek and lowly in heart." The offices 
they were called to fill present us with points 
of likeness. The mantle of the prophet fell 
upon each ; they both foretold future events, 
and taught the people with fidelity and affec- 
tion. They both wrought miracles of singular 
power and grandeur, and on a most extended 
scale. The one set up the law, the other the 
Gospel You see the one surroimded by 
seventy elders, and the other sending forth 
seventy disciples. Moses was king in Jeshu- 
run, and the leader of the many thousands of 
Israel; Jesus, God's anointed Son, is King 
over His holy hill of Zion, and is employed, 
as the Captain of our salvation,, in bringing 
many sons unto glory. 

These points of analogy strengthen all the 
other considerations which have thus passed 
in review before us, and serve to prove beyond 
doubt the Divine mission of Moses. The 
claim is supported by every kind and degree 
of proof of which it is susceptible, and by all 
the evidence which can sustain revelation in 
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general Prophets and apostles recognize him 
as a distinguished prophet; and the Son of 
God himself repeatedly testified to his cha- 
racter and work. It is impossible to regard 
the narrative of his life as a fable, or his person 
as a myth, and at the same time to retain 
reverence for Jesus Christ as a true and com- 
petent Teacher. It is the Saviour himself who 
says of Moses, " If ye believe not his writings, 
how shaU ye believe My words ?" 
We are thus prepared to observe,— 
IL That the writings attributed to 

MoSES ARE genuine AND AUTHENTIC. By 

this we mean that they are the compositions 
of the person to whom they are attributed, 
and that they contain truthful accounts of the 
historic matters on which they descant. They 
have been so regarded for many centuries by 
the entire professing Church of God, and we 
have no idea that the confident prophecy of 
Dr. Colenso will be fulfilled, that, in six or 
seven years, Mth in the Pentateuch will be 
dying out from the minds of educated men. 
It is too reasonable and well-founded to perish. 
It has withstood the shock of a thousand 
attacks, from the days of Celsus and Porphyry 
to modem times, and it is not likely to yield 
to the geographical and arithmetical onslaught 
of its latest assailant. The infallible Teacher 
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of the Church, the only begotten Son of God, 
declares, " It is easier for heaven and earth to 
pass, than for one jot or tittle of the law to 
fail"' But in proof of the genuineness and 
historical veracity of the books of Moses, I 
remind you, — 

1. That they are the only rational account 
we possess of the early history of the world. 
Without the information they supply, we 
should be profoundly ignorant of the remote 
past ; for all the cosmogonies of the ancients are 
puerile and contradictory. But here we have 
the true account of creation. And how sublime 
it is! "In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth."' Here, likewise, we 
learn how man fell from the state of innocence 
in which he was created, and what fearful con- 
sequences were entailed on the human family 
by his transgression. If we had not this 
record, Christianity would appear to be a 
system of redemption offered to those who 
were ignorant of the nature and cause of their 
ruin. In this book we have the confusion of 
tongues at Babel stated, and find the origin of 
that diversity now prevailing in the various 
languages of earth, all of which retain evi- 
dence of an original agreement and subsequent 
disruption. The origin of nations would be 
involved in hopeless obscurity and confusion 
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but for the predictions of Noah and the nar- 
ratives of Genesis. 

Modem discoveiy and science have, as far as 
they are capable of doing it, confirmed the 
teachings of these earlier revelations. There 
is, moreover, internal evidence of their truth 
in the structure and language of the narratives 
of the Pentateuch. Let any one read the 
history of Abraham, the life of Jacob, and the 
thrilling biogmphy of Joseph, and say, as he 
stands by the death-bed of this later patriarch, 
whether the whole is a fiction or not ! It is 
a well-known fact that the old Gentile nations 
gradually receded from the primitive faith 
and worship till they were sunk in all the 
degradation of the grossest idolatry, and in 
the books of Moses we find the steps of their 
degeneracy marked. He wrote five hundred 
years before the oldest secular historian whose 
writings are now extant, and to him we 
are indebted for the only clear and consistent 
narrative we have of the early history of our 
race. 

2. These writings are attributed to him in 
other parts of the Bible. Thomas Paine had 
the audacity to affirm that there is no evidence 
that Moses is the author of them ; and the 
Bishop of Natal says they were written in an 
after age, and cannot possibly have been 
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written by Moses. But what saith the Scrip- 
ture? Turn to Exod. xxiv. 4, 7, and you 
read, " Moses wrote all the words of the Lord." 
" And he took the book of the covenant, and 
read in the audience of the people/' Refer to 
Deut. xxxi. 24 — 26, and you are told that 
^ when Moses had made an end of writing the 
words of this law in a book, until they were 
finished, that Moses commanded the Levites, 
saying, Take this book of the law, and put 
it in the side of the ark of the covenant, that 
it may be there for a witness against thee.'' 
It is one of the undesigned coincidences of the 
Bible by which its veracity is proved, that in 
the reign of Josiah, some hundreds of years 
subsequently, Hilkiah the priest found this 
book of the law in the house of the Lord, and 
read it to the monarch, 2 Kings xxii. 8. In 
Nehemiah, the Book of Deuteronomy, which 
was read in the hearing of the people, is ex- 
pressly termed "the book of Moses." More 
than this, all the writers of the Old Testament, 
from Joshua to Malachi, recognize Moses and 
the law he promulgated. The New Testament 
is fuU of allusions to him. The Gospel is built 
on the law, as the mercy-seat was constructed 
over the two tables of stone. The authority of 
the new covenant is interlaced with that of the 
old. You could not erase the name of Moses 
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from the New Testament record without de- 
stroying the record itself. Voices from earth 
and heaven unite in attesting that "the law 
was given by Moses, but grace and truth came 
by Jesus Christ." 

3. The books of Moses were and are recog- 
nized by the Jews a^ a veritable history. On 
any supposition but that of their being true, 
it is impossible to account for their universal 
reception by the Hebrew nation. They do 
not flatter the vanity of the people, or even 
extenuate their faults, but faithftilly record 
their failings and rebellions. Yet, during the 
reign of the Judges, and the monarchs before 
and after the captivity, the whole nation agreed 
to venerate Moses, and to regard the Pentateuch 
as his work. In the days of our Lord and His 
apostles, the appeal was made to this volume 
as the undisputed rule of truth and duty. In 
the eleventh century, Maimonides drew up a 
confession of faith for the Jews. This was in 
thirteen articles, and two of these affirm the 
authenticity and genuineness of the writings 
of Moses. In the present day, the Jewish 
people, wherever scattered, hold the Penta- 
teuch to be Divine, though it testifies against 
them. 

The tribes of Israel are not the only wit- 
nesses for these books. The division of the 
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monarchy, after the death of Solomon, placed 
the writings of Moses under the care of the 
Samaritans, as well as in that of the descend- 
ants of Judah. This mixed people, who have 
had no dealings with the Jews, have always 
acknowledged the Pentateuch as the basis of 
their religion, though they have denied the 
authority of the Psalms and the Prophets. 
Before the Christian era these books v^ere 
translated into the Greek language, and thus 
an additional security was given for the in- 
tegrity of the early Hebrew Scriptures. In 
the present day, wherever you find a Jew, he 
is ready to be a witness to the truth of the 
Mosaic writings. We are then entitled to ask. 
When and how were they adopted, if not in 
the time of Moses ? We pause for a reply. 

4. The character of the Mosaic law proves it 
to be Divine. In all the branches into whidi 
it can be divided it wears this character. lis 
civil and political code, while in some respects 
peculiar to the Jews, is, in its general princi- 
ples, adapted to the world, and many of its 
precepts have been adopted by all the civilized 
Gentile nationa The objections made to some 
of its provisions, as being unfavourable to the 
interests of humanity, are fully met by a 
i*eference to the moral condition of the people. 
Its requirements were fiax in advance of 
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anything with which they were previously 
fiuniiiax, and its entire aim was to lead them 
on to perfection. It recognized the sanctity 
of marriage, and the haJlowed charax^ter of 
the domestic constitution. It limited the 
area and duration of slavery, then universally 
prevalent, and by its spirit of equity prepared 
the way for its final extinction. It regarded 
with fisfcvour the state of the blind, and made 
benevolent provision for the relief of the poor. 
In reaping the harvest, the comers of the field 
and the forgotten sheaf were reserved for the 
stranger, the orphan, and the widow. Its year 
of Jubilee cancelled debts, enlarged the captive, 
and allowed every man to return to his pos- 
session. The moral law, written by the finger 
of God on tables of stone, and intended to be 
the rule of- virtue to all the nations of the 
earth, is confessedly matchless in its nature, 
spiritual in its claims, and eternal in its 
obligations. What legislator ever conceived 
such a code of morals ? At once comprehensive 
and concise, it embraces all human duty in 
two commands, thus epitomized by our Lord, 
" Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and thy neighbour as thyself." 

The ceremonial law, partly commemorative 
and partly typical, was admirably adapted to 
a people emerging from an imperfect form of 
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civilization, and was intended to be to them 
a schoolmaster to bring them to Christ. Good 
men have always loved the law of God, have 
made it the theme of their meditation, and the 
rule of their lives. May we hide it in our 
hearts, and deUght in it after the inward 
man! 

6. The prophetic intimations of the Penta- 
teuch are an evidence of its Divinity. Of the 
prophecies uttered by Moses, we select one 
class only — that which refers to the future 
condition of the Jews, an example of which is 
contained in Deuteronomy, chap, xxviii. They 
are minute in their descriptions of the cala- 
mities which should overtake the people in 
the event of their apostasy from God. Na- 
tional desolations, dispersions in all lands, the 
endurance of cruelty and oppression, and pro- 
verbial reproach everywhere attached to them, 
are among the threatened judgments. Century 
after centmy has rolled away, and the male- 
dictions have been awfully and literaUy ful- 
filled. Now remember that these predictions 
were published long before they began to be 
accomplished ; that they are of such a nature 
as to excel the power of human foresight ; that 
the peculiarly isolated character of the people 
gives remarkable opportunity for their verifica- 
tion, and that they are even to the present 
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day receiving fulfilment; and you will perceive 
that, on the ground of these facts, had we no 
others on which to rely, we might conclude 
that the writings of Moses are true. 

Finally, we observe that, if verbal inac- 
curacies or additions have crept into these 
early records, they are not of sufficient moment 
to touch their credibility. The remoteness of 
the age in which they were written, and the 
greatly altered circumstances in which we 
read them in a translation, might well allow 
of greater discrepancies and difficulties than 
they contain without shaking our faith in their 
testimony. And all the objections made to 
them on this ground are readily met. It has 
been objected that the last seven verses of 
Deuteronomy must have been written by a 
later hand than that of Moses, which we have 
already admitted ; but does this impair the 
authority of the thirty-three chapters and more 
that went before ? It is objected that many 
of the numerals of the Pentateuch are erro- 
neous. Granting that this were true, which 
we do not admit, is it to be wondered at that 
an error in transcription may have arisen? 
Suppose that, by the addition of a mere jot, 
thousands should be altered into tens of 
thousands ; even this would leave the veracity 
of the narrative unimpaired. You may rest 
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assured, my brethren, that these glorious old 
books, which have existed for more than three 
thousand years, are not to be driven out 
of the world by flimsy arguments built on 
verbal criticisms and the calculations of arith- 
metic ! 

" Like some tall clijQf that lifts its reverend fonn, 
Swells from the vale, and midway leaves the storm ; 
Though round its breast the rolling clouds are spread, 
Eternal simshine settles on its head." 

It has happened at different times in the con- 
troversy carried on between the advocates and 
opponents of a written revelation, that astro- 
nomy and language, geology and chronology, 
have all been cited in turn as authorities pre- 
pared to give an unfavourable verdict on the 
truth of the Bible ; but the further and more 
deliberate conclusions drawn from these sub- 
jects have been found entirely to harmonize 
with the testimony of the sacred Scriptures, 
which "cannot be broken." Neither history, 
nor science, nor sound philosophy, can ever be 
found adverse to that blessed Book which 
bears upon all its pages the impress of hea- 
venly approbation. It has courted the most 
careful scrutiny, and has never been refuted. 
It has been subjected to every possible test, 
fairly and unfairly applied, through a succes- 
sion of ages, and has come forth uninjured by 
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the ordeaL It is now girding itself for new 
conflicts and victories, and thus, by its pre- 
servation and attitude, proves itself to be the 
immutable word of the faithful Grod. 

May we not now call upon you to admire 
the wisdom and goodness of God in having 
made to the early Church such a revelation of 
His will in writing as that which is contained 
in the Pentateuch ? Whether alphabetic 
writing was of human or of Divine origin is 
a question involved in some obscurity and 
doubt, but the strong probability is that it 
was Divinely communicated to Moses in con- 
nection with the promulgation of the law on 
Mount Sinai. Previously to that period, we 
have no notice of the use of writing ; but refer- 
ence is afterwards made, on all reasonable 
and natural occasions, to the exercise. This, 
likewise, we know, that the two tables on 
which the ten commandments were inscribed 
were Divinely prepared, and delivered into the 
hands of Moses perfect and complete. This 
was promised him by Jehovah, who called him 
into the mount, and said, "I will give thee 
tables of stone, and a law, and commandments 
which I have written ; that thou mayest 
teach them,'' Exod. xxiv. 12. Accordingly, 
we are told, " He gave unto Moses two tables 
of testimony, tables of stone, written with the 
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finger of God/' Exod. xxxi 18. When the 
first tables were broken, Moses was directed 
to prepare others like those destroyed, on 
which the precepts were again miraculously 
inscribed. Thus the legislator of Israel would 
be taught the art of writing, and be prepared 
to write in a book all the words which were 
then and subsequently revealed. If he were 
unacquainted with the art of writing before he 
ascended the mount, which, as we have seen, 
was highly probable, his return with the 
mysterious and living characters inscribed on 
the tablets, and which he read in the hearing 
of the people, would convey to them the 
deepest conviction of his Divine legation. 

It is a remarkable fact that, with one excep- 
tion, all the Hebrew letters are found in the 
Decalogue. Every guttural, labial, lingual, 
and dental sound is there disclosed. The lan- 
guage in which God spoke to His chosen people 
is thus proved to have been perfect ; and as 
the origin of speech was Divine, it appears to 
have been worthy of the condescension of God 
to reveal to the Church, and through them to 
the world, this wonderful method of conveying 
fleeting sounds and ideas through written 
characters, with which they have no natural 
connection. And to this the Psalmist after- 
wards referred; "He established a testimony 
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in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, which 
He commanded our fathei*s, that they should 
make them known to their childi'en." Thus 
provision was made, in a &cile and efficient 
way, for communicating, from age to age, to 
the Jewish people, the great facts of human 
history and of human redemption. And 
through them, we, on whom the ends of the 
world are come, are instructed in the great 
things of the Divine law. A vocal utterance 
may perish, but a written word remaineth. 
" The grass withereth, the flower fadeth : but 
the word of our God shall stand for ever." 

We have spoken largely of Moses ; let us 
remind you that a greater than Moses is here. 
We preach Jesus Christ, the unchanging 
Saviour. He liveth and abideth for ever. He 
is able to save aU them to the uttermost that 
come unto God by Him. He is counted 
worthy of more glory than Moses; the one 
was a Son, and the other a servant. "The 
servant abideth not in the house for ever, but 
the Son abideth ever. If the Son therefore 
shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed." 
Do not make light of His invitations or com- 
manda Our greater privileges are attended 
with greater responsibility and danger ; for if 
he who despised the law of Moses died without 
mercy, of how much sorer punishment shall 
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they be counted worthy, who have trodden 
under foot the Son of God, and counted the 
blood of the covenant an unholy thing ? See 
that ye refuse not Him that speaketh ! But 
while we utter the word of warning, we offer 
to you the language of invitation and encou- 
ragement. He is able and willing to save all 
those who are willing to accept His proffered 
grace. Approach Him, then, as your Teacher, 
and He will instruct you by His word and 
Spirit. Rely upon His atonement, and He 
will save you from the pollution of the present 
world, and from the condemnation of the world 
to come. Submit to His government, and He 
will extend to you the sceptre of His grace, 
and you will prove, now and for ever, that He 
is MIGHTY TO SAVE! Amen. 
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LECTURE II. 

THE DEPABTUBE OF ISBAEL FBOH EGTPr. 

Psalm cxiv. 1 — 3. 

"When Igrael went out of Egypt, the house of Jacob from 
a people of strange language; Judah was his sanctuary, 
and Israel His dominion. The sea saw it, and fled/* 

The event which forms the subject of our 
present meditation is, in many respects, one 
of xmexampled interest and grandeur. It con- 
stituted and marked a memorable era in the 
history of the Jewish people, inasmuch as it 
effected their emancipation from a degrading 
and unrighteous bondage, and proved the 
commencement of their journeyings to the 
land of Canaan, which God had promised by 
covenant engagement to Abraham, to give 
to his descendants. This noble history has 
supplied a subject for the pencil of the painter, 
the pen of the poet, and the harmonies of the 
composer. One of the grandest pieces of 
Handel is "Israel in Egypt,*' and some of 
the sublimest cadences of modem music cele- 
brate the victory of which Miriam the pro- 
phetess spoke when she answered to the 
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timbrels of the daughters of Israel, " Sing ye 
to the Lord, for he hath triumphed gloriously ; 
the horse and his rider hath he thrown into 
the sea.'* The name Exodus, which is a com- 
pound Greek word, signifying a way out, is 
given to the second book of Moses, because 
it minutely describes the departure of the 
Israelites from Egypt. 

The historic pages of ancient and modem 
times have rendered us familiar with many an 
exodus, attended with affecting incidents ; but 
they all yield in interest and importance to 
the departure of the Hebrew people from the 
house of their bondage. There was the first 
man bom of woman, the guilty, fratricidal 
Cain, who "went out from the presence of 
the Lord ;" but the chosen tribes went forth, 
guided and encompassed by the tokens of the 
Divine presence. There rises to our view the 
patriarch Abraham, dwelling in Mesopotamia, 
when the God of glory appeared to him, and 
commanded him to leave his country and 
kindred, and to go into a land which he should 
afterward receive, and who went out, not 
knowing whither he went ; but here his pos- 
terity go forth to possess a well-defined 
coimtry, and in hope of its speedy occupancy. 
We foUow with interest the wanderings of 
Naomi, the mother-in-law of Kuth, who on 
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her return to Bethlehem from the country of 
Moab, plaintively exclaimed, " I went out full, 
and the Lord hath brought me home again 
empty;" but the interest is incomparably 
heightened by the spectacle of a great people 
going forth from the house of their bondage 
to a land flowing with milk and honey. 
And coming down to modem times, we can 
dwell with thankfulness on the history of the 
"pilgrim fathers," who left the comforts and 
conveniences of home, and went forth to a 
transatlantic wilderness, with a view to secure 
liberty of conscience and the right to worship 
Gtod. We are conversant with the sacrifices 
made by the two thousand ejected ministers, 
who, on the black Bartholomew day of 1662, 
went out from their homes, and cures, and 
means of support, rather than do violence to 
their convictions of truth and duty. And as 
if to show that faith and righteousness have 
not perished out of the land, our own days 
have witnessed a deed of noble heroism on 
the part of the pastors of the Free Church of 
Scotland, who, unable consistently to retain 
their ministerial positions and incomes, aban- 
doned both, and went out, followed by their 
devoted people, thus showing the power of 
Christian faith and love to vanquish difficulties 
and to overcome the world. 
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All the events, however, to which we have 
now referred fade into insignificance when 
compared with the Exodus from Egypt, both 
on account of the extent and grandeur of this 
departure, and the miraculous circumstances 
by which it was attended. But a question 
respecting the truth of the whole narrative has 
been raised. Dr. Colenso pronounces the entire 
am)unt, aa given in the writings of Moses, 
to be impossible. He speaks of it as ''a 
sudden flight," and compares it to a house- 
hold of English colonists, frightened at the 
dead of night by a tribe of Zulus. The two 
cases, however, are entirely dissimilar. TJie 
idea of departure had long been present to the 
minds of the Israelites, and preparations were 
accordingly made for it. When they went 
out, it was not as a terrified and frightened 
multitude, but as a people Divinely called to 
take a wonderful journey, under the guidance 
of leaders whom they believed to be infeJlibly 
acting under the conmiission of the God of 
Israel We have, therefore, on the present 
occasion, not only to state, but to defend the 
Mosaic history of this superhuman transaction. 
In order to bring the whole subject fully before 
you, we shall, in the fibrst place, describe the 
facts as historically narrated, then endeavour 
to establish these &iCts by collateral testimony, 
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and finally attempt to obviate the objections 
raised to the truth of these representations. 

I. Wb REVIEW THE FACTS AS HISTORICALLY 

NARRATED. The evidence that the Pentateuch 
was written by Moses we have akeady carefully 
examined ; and assuming this to be proved, we 
draw from it with confidence the facts on which 
our argument is to be buUt. The limits of a 
single lecture will require that our statement 
shall consist of a most thoroughly condensed 
epitome of this remarkable history. Glance 
then, — 

1. At the condition of servitude into which 
the Israelites were brought. The land of 
their captivity and detention was Egypt 
This was and is a country of Africa, occupying 
the Delta or triangular plain and valley of the 
Nile. Though now a mean and enfeebled king- 
dom, it was in ancient times a great and 
prosperous one. Its pyramids and sculptures, 
its hieroglyphics and architectural remains, all 
indicate its former grandeur and importance. 
Under the rule of the Pharaohs, which ex- 
tended from the founder of Memphis down td 
the time of Solomon, a period of probably 
more than three thousand years, it became 
one of the great monarchies of the world.* In 
this land Abraham sojourned for a time ; and 
his descendants in tlie third generaticm went 
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down to dwell there, God having sent Joseph 
before them to provide for their support. The 
book of Exodus opens with an account of this 
migration of the patriarch Jacob, with his 
descendants, who numbered seventy persons. 
By the influence of Joseph, the land of Goshen 
was allotted to them as their residence, where 
they grew and multiplied. The little one 
speedily became a thousand, and the small one 
a strong nation. 

For a considerable period they were treated 
with kindness by the Egyptians, possibly from 
a recollection of the benefits conferred on them 
by the foresight and integrity of Joseph ; but 
at length another king arose, probably a 
foreigner, — for the dynasties were elective, 
and all the monarchs took the name of Pha- 
raoh, as each of the Roman emperors after- 
wards was called Caesar. Unacquainted with 
the obligations which Joseph had conferred on 
the land, and alarmed at the strength and 
numbers of the people, this monarch reduced 
them to hard and bitter bondage. Their 
calamity was heavy, as strangers in a land 
not their own, and in a state of compulsory 
servitude, without the reward of labour or the 
hop'e of improvement. Exactiug taskmasters 
were set over them, under whose direction 
they built for Pharaoh the treasure cities of 
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Pithom and Raamses. The iron entered into 
their soul, and their lives were bitter with 
hard bondage. Still there was no enchantment 
against Jacob, and no divination against Israel; 
for the more they were aflOiicted the more they 
were multiplied. Pharaoh then proceeded to 
greater cruelties, and commanded all their 
male children to be put to death. With this 
terrible prospect before them of speedy exter- 
mination, they cried unto God; He heard 
their prayer, remembered His holy covenant, 
and sent Moses and Aaron for their relief and 
redemption. The immediate eflFect of this 
mission to the Egyptian Court was to increase 
the burdens of the people, from whom a daily 
amount of work was required without adequate 
material: but the time to favour them, even 
the set time, had come. 

2. The means of their deliverance claim 
attention. From first to last their redemption 
was the work of God, but He carried it into 
effect by a well -adapted instrumentality. 
Moses was Divinely qualified for the work, 
for he was " mighty in words " as in deeds. 
This must have been a supernatural endow- 
ment, for *he himself complained that he was 
slow of speech. If any lack of eloquence still 
marked him, it was supplied by the gifted 
tongue of Aaron his brother. Divinely com- 
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missioned, they first went to the elders of 
Israel, unfolded the benevolent plans of God 
for them, and wrought miracles in their sight 
in confirmation of the words they uttered. 
" The people believed : and when they heard 
that the Lord had looked upon their affliction, 
they bowed their heads and worshipped." 
These ambassadors of heaven next appear 
before Pharaoh, and in the name of Jehovah 
utter the mandate, " Let my people go."* The 
monarch hardened his heart, refused to obey, 
and visited the captives with increased severity. 
The working of miracles had no effect on his 
heart, and then a series of terrific judgments 
began to faU on him and on his people. For 
a considerable time this unequal contest was 
maintained between Pharaoh and Deity. You 
see a worm of the earth lifting his head 
in rebellion against God — relenting for a 
moment, and then returning to his guilty 
resolve not to obey. Judgment after judgment 
surprises him, till aU nature appears armed 
against the tyrant and his people. Water is 
turned into blood ; the river sends forth frogs ] 
the dust of the land is animated, and the air 
filled with destructive or loathsome insects; 
the artillery of heaven opens its thunder and 
pours out hail, while fire runs along the 
ground; the cattle perish in the field, and 
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the bodies of the people are afflicted with 
grievous boils ; an army of locusts comes 
riding on the wind, and does the work of 
destruction on the vegetation that remains. 
Then a thick supernatural darkness covers the 
land for three days and nights, and is rendered 
the more remarkable by the fact that the child- 
ren of Israel have light in their dwellings. At 
length the final blow is struck by the death 
of the firstborn in every family of man and 
beast, and Pharaoh and his people urge the 
departure of the chosen tribes, while they load 
them with jewels and with raiment. Thus 
they spoil the Egyptians. 

It is easy to vindicate the Divine govern- 
ment in this infliction of sore judgments. 
They were all well-deserved and retributive, 
and each one assailed some idolatrous notion 
or punished some national sin. The Egj^ptians 
worshipped the Nile, and, boasting of its fer- 
tility, declared themselves independent of the 
clouds ; it was just that the first plague should 
show the insufficiency of the god they trusted, 
by polluting the element they deified, and by 
causing the death of the fish which they also 
worshipped. Frogs were venerated by the 
Egyptians, who regarded the infiation of these 
reptiles as an emblem of inspiration ; flies also 
were among the feivourite objects of their 
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worship; it was meet, therefore, that these 
creatures should become their plagues. The 
magnificence of the temples of Egypt stood 
out in striking contrast with the meanness of 
their idols. Four-footed beasts and creeping 
things were their gods, and hence the murrain 
of beasts was a just punishment, and a singular 
exposure of the vileness of their worship. 
Their superstitious adoration of the elements 
of nature was corrected by the fire and hail; 
their affectation of purity, which led them to 
abjure the use of wool, and clothe themselves 
with linen only, was punished by the destruc- 
tion of their flax and the plague of vermin ; 
the glory of their land, as a corn-producing 
country, was smitten by the complete failure 
of the barley ; and the incursion of an army 
of locusts removed the means of support on 
which they depended. The sun was a chief 
object of their idolatry, as was also the night, 
and so the plague of darkness became a double 
punishment of their folly. The death of the 
firstborn was a righteous retribution for the 
slaughter of the male children of the Israelites, 
who, without provocation, had been cruelly 
put to death. Thus the Lord is known by the 
judgment that He executeth ; and as we review 
these visitations, we say with the magicians 
who beheld them, " This is the finger of God." 
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3. The redemption was signalized by sacri- 
ficial offering. That was a night much to be 
observed unto the Lord. Many remarkable 
transactions of judgment and mercy have hap- 
pened in the darkness of night It was in the 
night the angel of death passed through the 
Assyrian host, and destroyed the army of 
Sennacherib. It was in the night that Bel- 
shazzar was slaiil, and the Babylonish monarchy 
became subject to the Medo-Persian king. It 
was in the night that angelic messengers 
conveyed to men the joyful tidings of our 
Saviour's birth. The great deliverance from 
Egypt, which occurred at night, was celebrated 
by the feast of the passover. The command 
to observe it had been given a considerable 
time before ; the people had been told to take, 
on the tenth day of the month, a lamb for a 
house, or more houses than one, according to 
their size, and to set it apart until the four- 
teenth day, when it was to be killed, and 
eaten at even. The blood was to be sprinkled 
upon the lintel and side posts of the door ; not 
on the threshold, where it might be trampled 
under foot, but on the parts of the dwelling 
where it might meet the eye of the angel who 
was commissioned to destroy the firstborn in 
every house. He passed over the dwellings 
thus marked, and their inhabitants remained 
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uninjured and secure, while the firstborn of 
Egypt, from that of Pharaoh on the throne to 
the chUd of the maidservant behind the mill, 
and of the captive in the dungeon, were smitten 
by the hand of death. Thus the Lord put a 
difference between the Egyptians and Israel, 
and made the offering of the paschal lamb 
commemorative of the fiwsi ' The ordinance 
was afterwards observed by the Jewish people 
as the grateful memorial of a wonderful 
national deHverance, and as a type of the 
great salvation to be wrought out for the 
human family by the sacrifice of Jesus in the 
ftdness of time. 

4 The deliverance was complete and trium- 
phant. The terror spread amongst the Egyp- 
tians by the awful events of this memorable 
night was so great, that, before morning 
dawned, they urged the people to depart, and 
even Pharaoh sent for Moses and Aaron, and 
said imto them, " Eise up, and get you forth 
from among my people.'* AU that they asked, 
rather than borrowed, of jewels and raiment 
was promptly supplied by the Egyptians, and 
might be honourably received, as a small 
acknowledgment of unrequited service. They 
left at the end of four hundred and thirty 
years from the day when Jehovah had made 
the promise to Abraham, that He would bring 
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them forth ; and thus we see that none of His 
words fell to the ground. Though the people 
went out in haste, they took with them the 
bones of Joseph, thus piously fulfilling the 
promise he had exacted from his sons. They 
numbered about six hundred thousand men on 
foot, beside children, so that they are computed 
to have reached, including women, about two 
millions of people. A mixed multitude went 
up with them, and very much cattle. Assem- 
bled on the plains of Barneses, they were the 
Lord's free men ; and, marshalling themselves 
in order, they prepared to go forth on their 
pilgrimage to the land of promise. And thus 
the soul, in its exodus from bondage and death, 
goes forth, at the bidding of Christ, through 
the wilderness of time to the better country, 
that is, a heavenly. 

5. Their rescue was connected with Divine 
guidance. The people were unable to deter- 
mine their course, and God did it for them. 
They started from Bameses, or Goshen. As 
they had not to pass the Nile, we infer that 
Goshen lay on the eastern side of the river, 
and probably near to Cairo. Instead of going 
across the Isthmus of Suez, which would 
have led them almost by a straight line to 
Canaan, they turned to the right, and jour- 
neyed along the shores of the Bed Sea into 
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the valley of Bedea, between the mountains of 
Pi-hahiroth, over against Baal-zephon, where 
they encamped, Exod. xiv. 1. This was done 
to avoid an immediate conflict with the Philis- 
tines, to allow Pharaoh to calculate on a pro- 
bable advantage if he pursued them, and to 
try the faith of the people in the wisdom and 
power of God. They were Divinely guided, 
for as soon as they began their march the cloud 
of the Shekinah glory went before them, to 
direct their course. This mysterious cloud 
differed from all other clouds, as the star of 
Bethlehem differed from other stars. It led 
the people all their journey, from Egypt to 
the Jordan, during forty years. When it was 
lifted up, they sang the marching song, " Rise 
up. Lord, and let thine enemies be scattered ;" 
and when it rested, they prayed, "Return 
unto the many thousands of thine Israel"' 
Now it went before them; and though, to 
human appearance, it would lead them to 
destruction, when Moses cried to the Lord, he 
replied, "Speak to my people, that they go 
forward/' They might have reached Canaan 
by a more direct and pleasant road, and as 
Moses knew the desert well, he might have 
led them ; but God conducted them, by A right 
way, to a city of habitation. And we, in like 
manner, are providentially led, as with a pillar 
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of doud by day and fire by night. The word 
of God marks out our path, and the Spirit of 
God guides our feet into the way of peace. 

6. The Exodus of Israel was orowned with 
the utter ruin of their enemies. When the 
people had departed, Pharaoh began to repent 
that he had let them go, and said in his heart, 
" I will pursue ; I will overtake ; I will divide 
the spoil." Speedily collecting his army, he 
followed and overtook the ransomed bands on 
the ocean's brink. Their destruction appeared 
inevitable, as there were mountaius on either 
hand, the sea before, and the hosts of Egypt 
behind them ; but at the command of Jehovah 
Moses lifted his rod, the ocean was divided, a 
jMithway was made, and the ransomed people 
went through as on dry groimd. Pharaoh and 
his army, with blinded, maddened fury, fol- 
lowed the beaten track, which, in the darkness 
of the night, might be mistaken for the road 
of the desert, and led his followers to destruc- 
tion. Then the cloud, which had gone before, 
came and interposed between the two armies. 
As Israel landed safely on the shore, in the 
morning watch the Lord looked out of the 
pillar of cloud and troubled the Egyptian host, 
who attempted to return, but in vain ; for the 
prophet again lifted his rod, when the crystal 
walls gave way, the parted sea was united, the 
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waves returned in all their force, and the 
mighty army sank like lead in the deep waters, 
none returning to report this unexampled woe. 
" Thus the Lord saved Israel that day out of 
the hand of the Egyptians ; and Israel saw the 
Egyptians dead upon the sea shore." In com- 
memoration of this wonderful deliverance, 
Moses composed that noble song which bears 
his name, which is as remarkable for its sub- 
limity as for its devotion, and which leads 
the Christian mind to the contemplation of a 
more glorious redemption, to be celebrated in 
immortal strains by the ransomed Church 
before the throne, where " they sing the song 
of Moses the servant of God, and the song of 
the Lamb, saying. Great and marvellous are 
thy works. Lord God Almighty ; just and true 
are thy ways, thou King of saints." 
II. We have now to establish these 

FACTS BY COLLATEBAL TESTfflONY. If you 

read the earlier part of the book of Exodus, 
you can scarcely fail to be struck by the 
truth-like character of the narrative. There 
is nothing abput it that looks like a series of 
fictions, or a collection of &bles, or an allegory, 
like that of Bunyan. It contains not a hint 
that it was written by Samuel, or Gad, or 
some anonymous scribe after the captivity, as 
certain modem critics would have us beUeva 
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The writer everywhere appears to be recording 
mere matters of fact, and throughout appeals 
to God, as though acting by His authority and 
speaking in His Name. In addition to this, 
there is a general harmony between the differ- 
ent parts of revelation, by which the truth of 
the whole may be demonstrated. The par- 
ticular facts which have now passed under 
review are in this way corroborated. In rela- 
tion to them, we observe, — 

1. That they are invariably referred to in 
the Bible as actual events. In the nature of 
things we caimot go to contemporaiy history 
for their verification as facts, for there are no 
secular records reaching backward to the times 
in which they transpired. We have therefore 
appeal for their confirmation to the other books 
of Scripture, which claims for itself as a whole 
the character of inspired truth. In the Bible the 
incidents of the Exodus are never represented 
as myths or traditions, wrought up by the 
pen of Moses into a complete and harmonious 
whole. It has indeed been imagined, though 
of this no proof is given, that the book of 
Genesis wbb compUed from hieroglyphic docu- 
ments of an earlier age, or from traditional 
recollections handed down to Moses ; but even 
in that case the writer was so guided by the 
Spirit of God in selecting and arranging the 

E 
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materials, as to avoid the incorporation of error 
with that narrative of surpassing truth and 
beauty ; and in the case of the Exodus, Moses 
was an eye-witness of the truth he recorded. 
The character of a good man and of a prophet 
is claimed for him, and his testimony is there- 
fore placed beyond suspicion. His narrative, 
when referred to, is always represented a^ one 
of fact, and his writings are exalted to an 
equality with the clearly inspired oi'acles of God. 
" Moses and the prophets " are coupled in the 
common language of the Bible. The writings 
of Moses, of the prophets, and of the Psalms, 
are alluded to as those Scriptures which have 
in them eternal life, and are able to make wise 
unto salvation. 

The allusions thus made are not few and fax 
between, not slight and incidental; but are 
frequent, and of the most solemn kind. Moses 
and Samuel are mentioned together, as pro- 
phets standing before the Lord, Jer. xv. 1. 
Moses, Aaron, and Samuel are spoken of as 
calling on the name of the Lord, Psa. xcix. 6. 
Moses is, throughout the Bible, referred to as 
having given commandments and statutes to 
the Jewish people, which became a law. 

The particular facts we have alluded to in 
the Exodus are repeatedly recognized as un- 
doubted, and that especially in the book of 
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Psalms. Thus it is written, " We have heard 
with our ears, O God, and our fathers have 
told us what work Thou didst in their days, 
in the times of old." In another of the 
historic Psalms, Jehovah says to Israel, " I 
am the Lord thy God, which brought thee out 
of the land of Egypt." Eepeatedly is it men- 
tioned that He "smote the firstborn of Egyj^t." 
The hundred and fifth Psalm epitomizes all the 
facts of this remarkable history as given in 
the Pentateuch, and adds, in relation to the 
going forth of Israel, that " there was not one 
feeble person among their tribes,'' a statement 
that meets, by anticipation, one of the recent 
objections to the Pentateuch. In the historical 
books of the Old Testament, incidental allusions 
ate made to the facts of the Exodus as unques- 
tioned and unquestionable. Thus Saul, the 
king of Israel, nearly four hundred years after 
the Exodus of Israel, when about to overpower 
the Amalekites, said "to the Kenites, Go, 
depart, get you down from among the Ama- 
lekites, lest I destroy you with them : for ye 
showed kindness to all the children of- Israel, 
when they came up out of Egypt," 1 Sam. 
XV. 6. On the return of the tribes from the 
Babylonish captivity, the Levites rehearsed in 
their hearing the great things God had done 
for their fathers, and explicitly alluded with 
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thankfulness to the deliverance from Egypt, 
and the passage of the Red Sea, Neh. ix. 9 — 12. 
Nor are the allusions less distinct in the 
New Testament. Our Lord, not only before, 
but after His resurrection, spoke of the things 
" written in the law of Moses, and in the pro- 
phets, and in the Psalms,'" which were to be 
fulfilled in Him. The protomartyr Stephen, 
filled with the Holy Ghost, in the hearing of 
the Jewish council, recapitulated the facts of 
the early history of their people as related by 
Moses, and added this significant testimony, — 
"He brought them out, after that He had 
showed wonders and signs in the land of 
Egypt, and in the Red sea.'' The apostle 
Paul, a learned Jew, could not fail to be well 
acquainted with the facts of his national his- 
tory, and to one of these he aUudes in 1 Cor. 
X. 1, 2 : " All our fathers were under the cloud, 
and all passed through the sea ; and were all 
baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the 
sea." Here was baptism without immersion — 
the baptism of a whole nation imto Moses by 
sprinkling or pouring. As the people passed 
through the divided waves of the ocean, they 
were baptized, either by the spray of the 
waters as they stood on a heap, or by rain 
sent down from the doud. The statement of 
the inspired apostle is a comment on the 
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words of the Psalmist, " The waters saw thee, 
O God ; they were afraid : the clouds poured 
out water." The recognition of these facts by 
so many of the sacred writers commits the 
entire Bible to their trutL If they are false 
or fikbulous, who shall determine what is truth? 
If the Pentateuch is to be abandoned, and 
to be engulfed in the raging billows of unbe- 
lief, aU the other books will in time be ship- 
wrecked. 

2. The Exodus is attributed to miracle, and 
this harmonizes with its facts. If you could 
exclude the element of miracle from the narra- 
tive, we should be compelled to give up its 
truth^ilness ; but admit the reality of this, and 
the whole history becomes consistent and intel- 
ligible. The wonders wrought in Egypt were 
above the laws of nature ; contrary, indeed, to 
its established order, and consequently miracu- 
lous. The passage of the Eed Sea was a mira- 
culous event ; itds so stated in the Bible ; and 
all the evidence we could expect in its favour 
issuppHed. The place where, in aUprobabiHty, 
it occurred is now called Bedea, and is about 
ten hoiu«' journey from the head of the gulf. 
This corresponds with the length of time the 
Israelites took in reaching it. The breadth of 
the sea at this place is about ten or twelve 
miles, and it varies in depth from four to four- 
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teen fathoms. A multitude of people like 
Israel, if they went over at aU, could only do 
so by a miraculous dividing of the waters. 
Niebuhr and Bruce, AMcan travellers, after 
visiting the spot, affirm that there is no ledge 
of rocks, as some have imagined, over which 
they could have passed when the water was 
low, or when acted upon by a strong wind. 
The east wind which God sent out was the 
instrument of the division, but the effective 
agency by which it was wrought was His own 
Divine power. This caused the waters to 
stand on a heap, and become a wall on either 
side of the path ; and this caused them to 
return when the Israelites had passed through. 
The spot we have indicated as the probable 
passage was wide enough to allow of the move- 
ments described by Moses, and the time, which 
embraced an entire night, was sufficient for 
the convenient march of a large army over 
such a distance. 

It is no small corroboration of the Mosaic 
narrative, that it is fully supported, in all its 
details, by the testimony of Josephus, whose 
account is minute and comprehensive (Antiq., 
ii, 15). Local and traditional evidence, so far 
as it can be gathered up, testifies to the truth 
of the history. At the end of the valley of 
Bedea, or Pi-hahiroth, on the coast, is a moun- 
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tain, now called Jebel Attaka, or the Mount 
of Deliverance. The modem name of Bedea 
signifies "the miraculous." On the opposite 
shore is a headland, yet called by the Arabs 
"The Cape of Moses/' while the general name 
of the gulf is the Bay of Submersion. Diodo- 
^rus Siculus, a learned ancient heathen, declared 
that a tradition prevailed in the locality that a 
division once occurred, when the bottom of 
the gulf was dry, and the waters afterwards 
returned with fury. He says nothing of Pha- 
raoh or Moses, but thus undesignedly confirms 
the testimony of the latter. 

3. The departure fi:om Egypt is employed 
by the sacred writers to illustrate the salvation 
of Jesus Christ. Moses, in his mission of 
deliverance, is exhibited as a type of Christ ; 
and we, as believers in the Son of God, are 
redeemed from worse than Egyptian bondage, 
being bought with a price, and delivered from 
the power of sin and the curse of the violated 
law. The Exodus, with its paschal commemo- 
rative institution, was intended emblematically 
to illustrate the salvation procured for us by 
the blood of the cross. The apostle Paul 
says, " Christ our passover is sacrificed for us : 
therefore let us keep the feast."' Israel in 
Egypt furnishes a lively emblem of our natural 
condition^ We are brought into bondage and 
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held captive by the powers of earth and hell. 
Our redemption is effected by the interposition 
of ImmanueL He breaks the yoke of our 
captivity by the power of His Spirit aad His 
word. His blood is sprinkled upon our hearts, 
and we are saved from the impending curse of 
eternal death. In grateful commemoration of 
this blessed deliverance, the Supper of the 
Lord has been instituted; and, as believers, 
we partake of it to testify our love to our 
Saviour and our obedience to our Lord, who 
has said, " Do this in remembrance of me." 

Now, if the type is a falsehood, the antitype 
may partake of the same character. If the 
Law is imtrue, the Gospel, which vouches for 
its truth, must be a falsehood. They are so 
interwoven as to stand or fall together. An 
attack on the Pentateuch is, in reality, an 
attack on the whole Bible. " K the founda- 
tions be destroyed, what can the righteous 
do ? " Happily for us, the foundation of God 
standeth sure ; we build upon it, and find it 
immoveable. 

III. We have to meet the objections 
RAISED TO THESE FACTS. In doing this, I re- 
mind you that the record is not to be judged 
of by the ability of its defenders. I may not 
be able to answer all the objections that may 
be brought against it, but some wiser or more 
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thoughtful person may ; or, if no human solu- 
tion can be given of every difficulty encom- 
passing the narrative, yet it may be perfectly 
true. Still farther, we should remember that 
it is the glory of God to conceal a thing. 
Much occurred, no doubt, in connection with 
the Exodus, which is not noted in the Bible, 
where we have only an outline of leading facts ; 
and had the whole been fully written, as it 
could have been, there would, I imagine, have 
been no room for even the most sceptical to 
raise a doubt. It is with a view to try our 
fiaith and confidence that the Author of revela- 
tion has allowed mysteries to gather around its 
communications. Scripture is as much to be 
admired when it is silent, as when the oracle 
is vocal Bearing these things in mind, we 
may mention, with a view to obviate them, 
the objections of Dr. Colenso. 

Some of these refer to the supposed numbers 
of the people. Exception is taken to the fact 
that the sons of Pharez, Hamul and Hezron, 
are mentioned in Genesis xlvi. 12, in connec- 
tion with the migration from Canaan to Egypt, 
but the writer does not say they were bom in 
Canaan. Their names appear to be recorded 
in the retrospective history because they were 
selected to be heads of families in the place of 
Er and Onan, Numb, xx vi 1 9 — 22. The fact is. 
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as Moses wrote, " all the souls that came with 
Jacob into Egypt besides his sons' wives were 
threescore and six/' and adding to these 
Ephraim and Manasseh, with Hamul and 
Hezron, we have the seventy patriarchs so 
repeatedly referred to as having settled in 
Egypt. Thus all the difficulty created by a 
careless reading of the text is removed by a 
careful attention to what is written. 

Much stress is laid upon the improbability, 
not to say the impossibility, of seventy persons 
multiplying, in the course of two hundred and 
fifteen years, into a population of about or over 
two millions. I am bold to affirm that there 
is no impossibility here, as the rate of natural 
increase is so great, that a single family, in the 
course of a century after its foimder's death, 
may grow into nearly two thousand persons. 
This is proved in relation to the descendants 
of President Edwards, who reached that num- 
ber in 1852, though he had been dead scarcely 
a hundred years. In the early ages, the popula- 
tions of the earth rapidly multiplied ; special 
promises of increase were made to the descend- 
ants of Abraham ; and we are told that this 
blessing rested fully on the people while in 
Egypt. " The children of Israel were fruitful 
and increased abundantly and multiplied, and 
the land was fiUed with them," Exod L 7. 
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The servants attached to the families of Israel 
would in time come to be numbered with the 
nation. Dr. Colenso, indeed, says he does not 
see any signs of Jacob having any large body 
of servants with him, but the patriarch himself 
declared, " I have oxen and asses, flocks, and 
menservants and womenservants," Gen. xxxii. 
6. These facts prove that the increase was by 
no means impossible. It has been computed 
that there could not have been leas than seven 
generations of Israelites in Egj^jt, and that if 
each man had on an average four sons, the 
number of people at the Exodus would amount 
to at least two millions. It is easy for any man 
to say they could not be so many, but the facts 
are against him, and these are stubborn things. 
Several difficulties are imagined to invalidate 
the Exodus of Israel One refers to the num- 
ber of lambs required for the passover; but 
this is readily met when you remember that 
the people had sheep in great abundance, and 
that for days before their departure they were 
enjoined to prepare the paschal meal The 
difficulty attending the removal of so large 
a body of people cannot be deemed insuperable 
by the students of history familiar with the 
extensive deportation of ancient nations, as 
in the Scythian, Mongolian, and Helvetian 
migrations. Whatever means of transport and 
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facilities for emigration these had, the Israel- 
ites would no doubt have in equal abundance ; 
and they were, moreover, imder miraculous 
guidance and protection. It is objected that 
they were deficient in implenients of warfare, 
and that consequently they could not go out 
"harnessed;" but the word thus rendered is 
on all hands admitted to be somewhat indefi- 
nite. It may mean that they went out in 
marching order, or that they appeared in an 
attitude or condition for war; but it by no 
means expresses any particular kind of pre- 
paration. This we know, that Jehovah went 
before them, and was at the same time their 
rereward, and consequently they were led 
forth in safety. 

It has been objected that the sea could not 
be divided, as the streams of water, by a law 
of gravitation, would continue to fiow. But 
God, who made the ocean, and set a bound 
beyond which it cannot pass, could, when it 
pleased Him, make a pathway through its 
waters. It is said that the people would not 
venture into such a path; but when you 
remember how miraculously they had been 
brought out of Egypt, and how clear were 
the tokens of the Divine presence before them, 
they might well be supposed to follow where 
the pillar of cloud led. Equally futile is the 
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objection that the host of Pharaoh would not 
thus rush to sudden destruction, for they 
would naturally follow the way that Israel 
went ; they were infatuated and blinded with 
the bitterness of rage, and rushed headlong 
presumptuously to ruin. "There is a way 
that seemeth right to a man in his own eyes, 
but the end thereof are the ways of death." 
So it was with the monarch of Egypt, and so 
it is with many now who harden themselves 
against God, and rush in with fatal boldness 
where an angel might fear to tread. 

In conclusion, I maybe permitted to observe 
that the most careful attention I have been 
able to give to these recently revived objections 
to the credibility of the books of Moses, has 
resulted in surprise at their feebleness. They 
are for the most part a repetition of things 
which deistical writers in the first half of the 
last century published to the world, with the 
attractions of a genius and eloquence immea- 
surably superior to anything which the Bishop 
of Natal can claim. These works, once widely 
read, have had their day, and are now for- 
gotten; while the Pentateuch still remains, 
and speaks to the world in at least a hundred 
and fifty languages. Without pretending to 
prophetic lore, I may express my conviction 
that a similar fate awaits this last attack on 
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the historic credibiKty of the Bible. Its im- 
mediate effect has been much exaggerated ; 
on the one hand, by timid Christians whose 
hearts have trembled for the cause of sacred 
tnith ; and on the other hand by persons who 
are wishful to be free from the dogmatic 
teaching of an accredited Revelation, so that 
they may build their religious systems on the 
teachings of nature, or the authority of the 
church. Its ultimate influence in weakening 
general belief in the Bible will be very small 
indeed. The questions thus raised before the 
public mind have led to such inquiry into th^ 
evidences of revealed religion, as cannot fail 
greatly to confirm the reasonable confidence of 
believers in its truth. At any rate, for our- 
selves we will say, not in the spirit of vain 
boasting, but of humble, assured conviction, — 

''Should all the forms that men devise 
Assault my fiiith with treacherous art, 
I'd call them vanity and lies, 
And bind the Grospel to my heart." 
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LECTUEE III. 

THE MIRACLES OF THE DESERT. 



Psalm Ixviii. 7, 8. 

" God, wlien Thou wentest forth before Thy people, when 
Thou didst march through the wilderness ; the earth 
shook, the heavens also dropped at the presence of God : 
even Sinai itself was moved at the presence of the God 
of Israel." 

There is no power of language competent 
fully to describe, and no power of imagination 
capable of adequately portraying the mingled 
emotions of the Hebrew people when they 
stood on the eastern shores of the Eed Sea, 
after the memorable deliverance God had 
effected for them by the destruction of Pha- 
raoh and his army. The night on which they 
went out from Egypt was one to be remem- 
bered, and the morning when they saw the 
Egyptians dead on the shore was one never to 
be forgotten. The people feared the Lord, and 
believed His servant Moses. The song, partly 
commemorative and partly prophetic, which 
he composed, was sung by priest and prophet, 
by warriors and unarmed men, while the 
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daughters of Israel joined the lay. The trump 
and the timbrel aided the vocal sounds, till 
the desert and distant mountains woke up and 
echoed the shout, " Sing ye to the Lord, for 
He hath triumphed gloriously." Thus the 
emancipated host sang His praises, though 
they soon forgat His mercies. 

They could scarcely fail to be deeply affected 
by the complete overthrow of their enemies, 
while they rejoiced greatly at their own re- 
demption, and admired the timely and miracu- 
lous interposition of Providence on their behalf. 
The event was in every respect important to 
them. Among other benefits, it insured their 
safety. Had Pharaoh not thus been over- 
thrown, he might at any time have followed 
them with an army, and the dread of his 
doing so would have discomposed them during 

this source of apprehension was quieted for 
ever, and they could address themselves to 
their journey with confidence and hope. 

As the result of this overthrow, they were 
put into the possession of great and valuable 
spoil, especially in weapons and armour, which 
they greatly needed. Josephus says, on tradi- 
tional authority, but no doubt truly, "The 
next day Moses gathered together the weapons 
of the Egyptians, which were brought to the 
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camp of the Hebrews by the current of the 
sea and the force of the winds resisting it; and 
he conjectured that this also happened by 
Divine Providence, that so they might not be 
destitute of weapons/' The treasure thus 
collected would form a material contribution 
to the wealth which they appear to have had 
in the desert. But even more important than 
this was the influence which this signal dis- 
play of Divine power would have upon their 
future history. SmTOunding nations would be 
impressed by a salutaiy fear of the God who 
thus protected his chosen people, and this 
fsuolitated their future progress, and their ulti- 
mate settlement in the promised land. The 
£Gtme of it was known in Jericho ; for when 
the spies entered that city, Rahab said to 
them, " Your terror is fallen upon us, for we 
have heard how the Lord dried up for you the 
water of the Red Sea when ye came out of 
Egpyt." And the recollection of the great 
event filled the Philistines with terror centuries 
afterward ; for when the ark of God came into 
the camp from Shiloh, they exclaimed, " Woe 
imto us ! These are the gods that smote the 
Egyptians.*' 

The way in which the emancipated people 
testified their joy, evinced a large amount of 
intellectual and moral culture, and developed 
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the strong religious feeling of which they par- 
took In their language and spirit you find 
no vain boasting, no cruel vindictive glorying, 
but devout and humble acknowledgment of 
the hand of God. In strains fiill of sublime 
thought, and breathing a most noble spirit, 
they responsively sang the praises of Jehovah. 
As lovers of freedom and friends of truth, we 
in some degree enter into their feelings, and 
participate their joy. As we read the thrilling 
narrative we are ready to shout aloud, as they 
did, " Jehovah hath triumphed ; His people 
are free." 

It is very remarkable that amid all the 
excitement of that memorable day no word 
of sympathy was uttered with the lost ; that 
no whisper of compassion was on any lip, 
though it might have been in many hearts. 
It is somewhat difficult to account for this, 
and the only explanation we oflfer is the faot 
that zeal for the glory of God overpowered 
every other feeling of the prophet when he 
composed his inspired "ode. It is thus with 
that redeemed host, who are represented in 
the Apocalypse as standing on the sea of glass, 
having the harps of God. The song of Moses 
is there associated with the song of the Lamb. 
Patriarchs and prophets, apostles and martyrs, 
swell the peal of the mighty choiiis, while the 
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voices of a great multitude, whom no man can 
number, send through the abodes of the blessed 
the wondrous strabi, "Great and marvellous 
are Thy works, Lord Grod Almighty ; just and 
true are thy ways, Thou King of saints. Thy 
judgments are made manifest.'' 

We can imagine that an awful stillness like 
that which prevails on the sea-coast when a 
ship has gone down beneath the yawning 
waves preceded the singing of this song on 
the edge of the desert ; and we know that it 
was succeeded by journey and conflict, by 
want and woe, by rebellion and punishment. 

There is something deeply affecting in the 
assemblage of a vast concourse of human 
beings, especially when marshalled in order, 
and moving on in procession. It may be a 
pilgrim band passing along the desert to the 
shrine of Mecca, or to the holy mount of 
Jerusalem ; or it may be a crusading army, 
numerous as the leaves of a forest, and bold as 
a lion coming up from the dwellings of Jordan. 
But here the interest is even more profound ; for 
we contemplate a great multitude introduced at 
once, and that by the memorable deliverance 
"We have recently considered, to a condition of 
pilgrimage and a state of warfare. They were 
travelling to Canaan, and they had good reason 
to imagine that their march would at times be 
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impeded by the attacks of hostile tribes whom 
they were to overcome. There is a simple 
grandeur and wonderfulness about the narra- 
tive of their marchings and encampments in the 
wilderness, which compels us to say, "Truth 
is strange, stranger fiir than fiction." And 
there is an ever-shifting variety of incident in 
the history, which interests our feelings, and 
enchains our attention to the end. The aged 
and the young, the illiterate and the learned, 
may ponder it with various degrees of pleasure 
and instruction. There is no historic reading 
more graphic and impressive than this itine- 
rary of Israel, with its numerous episodes and 
glorious termination. The whole is rendered 
additionally instructive to us as the followers 
of the Lamb, by the fact that it supplies, by 
analogy and comparison, many delightful illus- 
trations of the Christian life and pilgrimage. 
Not a few of the things which happened unto 
them are written for our admonition. They 
are ensamples to us. Their excellences we 
may emulate ; their faults we may shun. 
Let us gird up the loins of our mind for our 
own heavenward journey while we trace, with 
the eye of faith, the wanderings and miracles 
of the deseri 

I. We ponder the leading events of the 
JOURNEY. You are so familiar with these from 
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the frequent allusions made to them in the 
Bible, and from the apt illustrations they 
afford in pulpit teaching of the Christian pil- 
grimage, that any minute or extended obser- 
vations upon them are rendered unnecessary. 
We shall only therefore refer to a few of the 
more prominent points and instructive facts of 
this remarkable history, and shall look, — 

1. At the character of the people. While 
distinguished by many amiable features and 
sterling virtues they were frequently marked 
by a rebellious spirit, which is at once sur- 
prising and affecting. They appear to have 
been children in understanding, to have been 
fitful and impulsive, and to have been the 
subjects of a goodness like the morning cloud 
and early dew, which goeth away. We might 
have thought, had we been unmindful of the 
depravity of human nature and the imperfec- 
tion of human character, even under the most 
favoured circumstances, that a people so dis- 
tinguished as they had been by the mercies of 
Gtod would have been grateful and obedient, 
faithful to their covenant, and truthful to their 
Lord and Redeemer. They were, however, for 
the most part the reverse of all this. Scarcely 
had they begun their journey in the wilderness 
of Shur, in search of water, than they murmur, 
because of the waters of Marah which were 
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bitter ; and though these were healed and 
made sweet, and though they are permitted 
to encamp at Elim, around wells of water and 
beneath the shade of palm trees, the whole 
congregation becomes disaffected, and before 
they reach Sinai they utter regrets that they 
had not died by the hand of the Lord, when 
they sat by the flesh-pots in the land of Egypt. 
They were fed with manna from heaven, 
and did eat angels' food, which they soon 
loathe as light, and ask, Who shall give us 
flesh to eat ? God wrought a miracle to gratify 
their wishes, but He made His bounty the 
means of their destruction. He brought up 
quails from the sea in abundance around the 
camp, but while the flesh was yet between 
their teeth the wrath of the Lord was kindled 
against them, and He smote the people with a 
very great plague. He called the name of 
the place Kibroth-hattaavah, or the graves of 
lusts. Methinks there comes a voice to us 
from these sepulchres which says, "Lust not 
after evil things, as they lusted." 

Judgment and mercy alike fail for a time to 
improve their character. While Moses is in 
the mount receiving the words of the law, the 
people within sight of that spot where a few 
days before they had seen the terrible ma- 
jesty of Jehovah, request Aaron to make them 
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gods, who shall go before them. He weakly 
and wickedly makes them a golden calf, which 
they idolatrously worship as their god. Though 
three thousand of these idolaters fall in the 
wHdemess, yet the survivors speedily turn 
again to folly. 

We find the Israelites at an early period of 
then- sojourning in the desert resting upon the 
southern border of the promised land. From 
this point twelve men, one from each tribe, 
were sent as spies to explore the country. 
They spent forty days in the search, and re- 
turned with various finits, including a large 
cluster of grapes from the valley of Eshcol, 
which excited the admiration of the people, 
who after hearing a report of the land as good 
and flowing with milk and honey, may be 
supposed to have desired at once to go in and 
possess it. The spies, however, made an un- 
favourable report as to the acquisition of the 
land, which they said was impracticable, be- 
cause the inhabitants were so numerous and 
powerful, and so warlike and well secured in 
their strongholds. This filled the tribes with 
consternation, and while they deplored that 
they ever quitted Egypt, they talked of ap- 
pointing a new leader to conduct them back 
to that country. For this offence they were 
consigned to forty years' wandering in the 
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wilderness, and were not allowed to enter the 
promised land. 

At Taberah they again long for flesh, and as 
they think of the Egyptian fish and melons, 
leeks and onions, actually "sit down and 
weep." The rebellion of Korah, the strife of 
Meribah, and the idolatry of the people with 
the Moabites, all reveal their folly and their 
guilt. The power of evU habit and the work- 
ings of a heart of imbelief fully account for 
the career of disobedient conduct over which 
we are called to mourn. 

2. From this view of the people we turn to 
mark the course of their journey. It was 
varied, lengthened, and circuitous. If you 
look into a map of the country over which 
they travelled, you will be surprised that so 
long a period was employed in traversing the 
districts between Egypt and Canaan. It oc- 
cupied forty years within five days, from 
the departure at Eameses to the passage of 
the Jordan. Without hyperbole it may be 
pronounced to be the most extraordinary 
journey ever recorded in history. Moses 
seems to have kept a journal of its daily 
events for the first two years, noting the 
several stations and encampments of the 
people. Then the narrative is suspended, but 
after the long period of thirty-eight years the 
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silence of the historian is broken, and we find 
the multitude a second time at Kadesh-bamea. 
This was their thirty-second encampment. Ten 
other short stages bring them to the plains of 
Moab, by Jordan near Jericho, where for a 
time we leave them preparing to pass over to 
the goodly land. 

, Wonderfully varied was the path they thus 
trod. At one time we find them in " the great 
and terrible and waste howling wildemess," 
and then on the borders of Immanuers land. 
Now we see them encamped near the land of 
promise, and then tinning their back on it, 
and encamping a third time on the Bed Sea. 
Now we find them reposing in the arid desert, 
and again sitting down imder the shadow of 
a gnsat rock in a weary land. In all this we 
behold the severity and goodness of God. He 
pardoned their iniqiiities, while he took ven- 
geance on their inventions. He took these 
methods of delay and chastisement to wean 
them from their idolatrous practices, and to 
form them a people for Himself, that they 
might show forth His praise. The prayer of 
Moses was heard, " Let thy work appear unto 
thy servants, and thy glory unto their children.'* 
The generation that went into Canaan was a 
vast improvement on the one that came out of 
Egypt To them Jehovah said "Thou shalt 
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remember all the way which the Lord thy 
God led thee these forty years in the wilder- 
ness, to humble thee, to prove thee, and to 
know what was in thine heart." 

3. The important incidents by which it was 
marked now claim our attention. One of the 
most affecting of these was the abridgment 
of human life. In the early patriarchal days, 
from Adam to Noah, men appear to have lived 
to the extraordinaiy age of more than nine 
hundred years. In the later patriarchal times 
the duration of human life was gradually 
abridged, till in the days of Jacob it was 
reduced to one hundred and twenty years, or 
less. " Joseph died being a hundred and ten 
years old, and all his brethren, and all that 
generation." It was however during the wan- 
derings of the desert that the days of man 
were reduced to their present limit. On those 
who had leffc Egypt as adults fell the specific 
Divine judgment, that with the exception of 
Caleb and Joshua none should enter the pro- 
mised land, but that all should die during 
their sojourning in the wilderness. From that 
time to the present the declaration of Moses, 
in the ninetieth Psalm, has held good as the 
general rule of life, only confirmed by a few 
exceptions, ** The days of our years are three- 
score, years and ten; and if by reason of 
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strength they be fourscore years, yet is their 
strength labour and sorrow; for it is soon 
cut off, and we fly away/* 

The most memorable period of the sojourn 
in the wilderness was the time spent by the 
Hebrews in their station at Horeb. During 
that period of rather more than a year the 
Theocracy was fully established by Jehovah 
constituting Himself their Sovereign. Their 
government was duly organized, and national 
laws and institutions established to separate 
them from all other nations. The people were 
numbered and mustered for war, the order of 
their marching was accurately settled, and the 
whole constitution of the state completed. In 
the same interval of time the tabernacle was 
constructed by Divine command, and that 
after a heavenly pattern. It was intended 
for the performance of Divine worship, and 
for the offering of sacrifices during the joumey- 
ings of the people in the wilderness ; and it 
was made use of for the same purpose after 
their settlement in the land of Canaan, till the 
temple was built at Jerusalem. This sacred 
erection was divided into two parts, the one 
covered and properly called the tabernacle, 
and the other being open called the court. 
The covered part was again divided into two 
I)arts, the one called the holy, the other the 
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holy of holies. The tabernacle was enclosed 
with curtains, made of linen of several colours 
embroidered, and was covered with skins dyed 
red. The whole length of the tabernacle was 
thirty-two cubits, or about fifty feet ; and the 
breadth twelve cubits, or nineteen feet. In 
the tabernacle was the ark of the covenant, 
the table of shewbread, the golden candlestick, 
and the altar of incense ; and in the holy 
place stood the altar of burnt offering and the 
brazen laver. All these things were typical 
of glorious facts and truths, which were to 
transpire and be taught under the dispensation 
of the Spirit of grace, as is clearly shown by 
the apostle in the Epistle to the Hebrewa 
The tabernacle was finished and set up on the 
first day of the first month of the second year 
after the departure from Egypt. The tokens 
of the Divine presence were in the most holy 
place, into which Moses went from time to 
time, to inquire of the Lord, while the cloud 
of darkness covered it by day, and a fiery 
cloud by night. It was placed in the midst 
of the camp, and the people were ranged in 
order about it, according to their several tribes. 
In connection with this erection provision was 
made for the worship of God on a more ex- 
tended and orderly scale than had previously 
obtained. The morning and evening sacrifice 
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was enjoined, the burnt offering and sin offer- 
ing, and the peace offering or sacrifice of 
thanksgiving were set up, all of which em- 
blematically set forth, as through instituted 
types and shadows, the efficacy of the offering 
of the body of Jesus Christ once for all, as the 
only true and efficient atonement for the sins 
of men. 

Among the various symbolical representa- 
tions of the gospel made to the Hebrew people 
in their journey, one of the most remarkable 
was that of the brasen Serpent. They were 
travelling from Mount Hor, by way of the 
Red Sea, to compass the land of Edom, when 
the soul of the people became much discouraged, 
and they spake against God and Moses. As a 
pimishment for their rebellion, the Lord sent 
fiery flying serpents among them, whose bite 
caused violent heat, thirst, and inflammation, 
and terminated in death. By Divine command 
Moses made "a serpent of brass, and put it 
upon a pole ; and it came to pass that if a ser- 
pent had bitten any man when he beheld the 
serpent of brass he lived." Our blessed Saviour, 
in the memorable conversation he had with 
Nicodemus, employed this fact in such a way 
as to prove that it was » type of Him, who 
was in the fulness of time lifted up, that who- 
soever believeth on Him should not perish but 
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have everlasting life. As the eye of the dying 
Israelite was directed to the brasen serpent, so 
the eye of the penitent sinner is to be fixed on 
the suffering Saviour; and as in the case of 
the bitten Hebrew the look was followed by 
the flow of life and health through all his 
veins, so in the case of the believing sinner 
death is averted and spiritual life secured, by 
looking to Jesus. "When faith lifts up her 
eyes," a moral miracle is performed; for all 
who believe have life, and have it more abun- 
dantly. Thus to the tribes of Israel the gospel 
was preached in this striking figure, and thus 
our impressions of the way of salvation are 
simplified, and we learn through the shadows 
of the Old Testament the realities of the New. 
Having thus cursorily surveyed the journey, 
we invite you now to ponder, 

IL The circumstances of miracle which 
ATTENDED THE WANDERINGS. Almost every 
stage of the journey was diversified with some 
marvel, with some act of a surprising kind, 
which proved to the people beyond a doubt 
that the Lord their God was with them, while 
the shout of a King was among them. We 
shall classify these events, and reduce them to 
a threefold order, noticing 

1. Those that were connected with the giving 
of the law. God who never left Himself with- 
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out witness did from the beginning in various 
ways intimate to man what was required of 
him, enjoining him to do justly, to love mercy, 
and to walk humbly with his God. But now 
the time had come for the enunciation of a 
more comprehensive code of morals and rule of 
worship. That which had been previously 
uttered by word of mouth and variously dis- 
tributed to different tribes of the human 
£aimly, was now collected into one harmonious 
whole, and with numerous additions authorita- 
tively promulged, and committed to permanent 
record. The scene of the revelation was Mount 
SinaL About two hundred and fifty miles 
from Cairo there rises in the desert or Peninsula 
of Sinai this hill of God. It is sometimes called 
"the Mount Horeb.'' It appears to be the 
loftiest peak of a range of mountains bearing a 
common name. At the foot of this, Moses had 
previously seen the wondrous sight of a bush 
burning with fire, every branch and stem and 
leaf enveloped in fiame, while the bush was 
imconsumed. By the careful collation of the 
incidents mentioned respecting it in the book 
of Exodus, with the local scenery, modem 
travellers have been enabled with singular 
unanimity to identify MtisA Jebel as the spot 
where the Lord descended in fire, and pro- 
claimed the law. The Jew and the Arab 
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wandering in the desert, and the inmates of 
the monastery reclining in the bosom of the 
mountain, would now if interrogated as to its 
name call it the moimtain of Mose^ It rises 
almost perpendicularly to the height of about 
seven thousand feet, and is formed of red or 
flesh-coloured granite, though the highest point 
—which is not many yards in extent— termi- 
nates in a kind of grey granite, realizing literally 
as well as poetically "the gray topped Sinai'* 
of Milton. There the Lord descended, and 
there rested the cloud of His glory, from which 
He spoke all the words of the law. Beneath in 
the plain, now called " the valley of rest," stood 
the congregation of Israel The everlasting 
moimtains by which it was bounded on every 
side were the walls, and the expanse of heaven 
itself was the canopy of this great temple in 
which the chosen tribes were congregated. 

Amid these wild sublimities of nature God 
Himself appeared as the Great Legislator, and 
condescended to utter the words of His law. 
They were reduced to the form of ten separate 
commandments ; the first four of which respect 
the obligations of men to the Most High, and 
the remainder reveal their duties to themselves 
and to each other. They are adapted to all 
times and nations, to all circumstances and 
conditions. Prefaced by an allusion to the 
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tsyd that Jehovah had redeemed the people 
firom Egypt, He represented Himself in a 
covenant capacity as the Lord their God, and 
urged them to obey His wilL Even at this 
distance of place and time we cannot read the 
words of that law and ponder its reasonableness 
and authority as requiring the recognition, 
worship, and service of the only God with the 
love of the whole heart, and the cultivation of 
respect, mercy, purity, honesty, truth, and 
contentment in aU. our desires and dealings 
connected with our fellow-men, without ac- 
knowledging that the law is holy, just and 
good. Nor can we present its requisitions to 
our own consciences without feeling condemned 
on account of personal transgression, and 
though we pray that its words may be written 
on the fleshly tablets of our hearts, we must 
look from Sinai to Calvary for confidence and 
hope. On the sacrificial altar where Jesus 
shed his blood we see the law vindicated and 
magnified, and mercy and grace revealed. 

The circumstances connected with the pro- 
clamation of the law were all supernatural. 
They are thus graphically presented in two of 
the books of Moses ; " Mount Sinai was al- 
together on a smoke because the Lord de- 
scended upon it in fire, and the whole mount 
quaked greatly. And when the voice of the 

G 
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trumpet sounded long, and waxed louder and 
louder, Moses spake, and God answered him 
by a voice. And all the people saw the thun- 
derings and the lightnings, and the mountain 
smoking, and they removed and stood afar off. 
And Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and 
seventy of the elders of Israel saw the God of 
Israel ; and there was imder his feet as it were, 
a paved work of a sapphire stone, and as it 
were the body of heaven in its clearness. The 
glory of the Lord abode upon Mount Sinai, 
and the cloud covered it six days. And the 
sight of the glory of the Lord was like 
devouring fire at the top of the Mount." 
Exod. xix. XX. and xxiv. Eeviewing these 
events in after years Moses reminded the 
people of the time when they "stood before 
God in Horeb, and the mountain burned with 
fire unto the midst of heaven, with darkness, 
clouds and thick darkness, and the Lord spake 
unto you out of the midst of the fire.'' Deut. 
iv. 10 — 12. The apostle Paul spoke of "the 
mount that burned with fire, blackness and 
darkness and tempest, and the sound of a 
trumpet and the voice of words;" and adds 
" So terrible was the sight that Moses said I 
exceedingly fear and quake." Heb. xii. 18 — 21. 
Amid these scenes of unearthly solemnity and 
grandeur, and in the presence of attendant 
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angels as spectators the law was distinctly 
articulated It was afterwards committed to 
writing, and then securely deposited in the 
ark of the covenant. " God spake all these 
worda'' 

The reality of the occurrences we have now 
described is placed beyond all reasonable doubt, 
not only by the direct testimony of the Scrip- 
tures of the old and new covenants, but also by 
the incidental circumstances of the original 
narrative. Three days' notice was given to the 
people of this grand event, so that it did not 
come upon them unawares. It occurred not 
in the darkness of the night, or when the 
shadows of evening had lengthened out, but in 
the morning of a day, when the broad light of 
heaven would prevent any optical illusions. 
The chief manifestation continued for many 
days, and the entire spectacle was presented 
before a multitude of people, who could readily 
have detected any imposition, were it possible 
to suppose it had been attempted. 

2. Less brilliant, but equally important was 
the miraculous supply of the temporal wants 
of this great people. An infallible guide 
pointed out their way. That pillar of doud, 
which was all mystery and marvel, which 
differed from all other clouds that ever ap- 
peared above the horizon, being unaffected by 
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the wind, and retaining a uniform shape for 
forty years, went before them from day to day. 
The lack of earthly things was supplied with 
food from heaven. Manna fell daily around 
their camp, from the eighth encampment in 
the Wilderness of Sin, and ceased only on the 
day they entered the promised land. It was 
like coriander seed, white ; and the taste of it 
was like wafers made with honey. It fell 
every morning upon the dew, and when the 
dew was exhaled by the heat of the sun, the 
manna appeared alone lying upon the rocks or 
the sand. Every sixth day a double quantity 
fell, as none was permitted to fall on the 
Sabbath, and though it putrefied and produced 
worms if kept from one ordinary day to 
another, yet on the Sabbath there was no such 
change. If left abroad it melted in the heat of 
the sun, but when brought into the tent it 
hardened so that it was beaten in mortars, 
made into cakes and baked on the fire. It 
was at once nutritious and pleasant, and 
was adapted to the taste and capacity of all 
the people whether aged or young. The whole 
history of the giving of the manna is evidently 
miraculous, and the production itself was truly 
" bread from heaven," as sent by the interposi- 
tion of God. The Israelites never saw it 
before, for Moses says, " He fed thee with 
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manna which thou knewest not, neither did 
thy fathers know ;'' and by an omer of it being 
laid up in the ark, it is probable that nothing 
of the kind ever appeared again after the 
miraculous supply had ceased. 

When the people went up out of Egypt, 
they took their dough and kneading troughs 
with them to provide for their immediate 
wants ; also " they took with them flocks and 
herds, even very much cattle." On these they 
would at least in part subsist till the miraculous 
supply of manna was afforded. Many would 
be required for the sacrifices which were en- 
joined, and the people evidently possessed 
much cattle when the tribes were settled in 
their inheritances. It is however brought as 
an objection to the truth of the Pentateuch 
that the wilderness was so barren and desolate 
that no pasture could have been provided in it 
for flocks, and that consequently the narrative 
is erroneous. But travellers, who have recently 
passed through the locality, as Mr. Porter of 
Belfast, testify that the Arab tribes have flocks 
and herds "scattered far and wide over the 
peninsula ;" and Dr. Beke affirms, that he has 
seen "innumerable pastoral tribes tending 
their flocks in the dry season on the mountain 
slopes, and descending into the plains after 
rain.'* 



/ 



86 THE MIRACLES OP THE DESERT. 

This perhaps is the right moment in which 
to meet a statement of the bishop of Natal, 
who attempts to demonstrate an error in the 
sacred narrative, founded on the estimated 
size of the camp, which he supposes "not much 
inferior in compass to London/' This assumes 
that the whole two millions of people were 
closely grouped together, which is a supposi- 
tion opposed alike to the whole tenor of the 
narrative and to common sense. The great 
bulk of the Israelites would no doubt be 
scattered over the desert. The camp would 
therefore be the nucleus of the whole ; yet, being 
the head quarters of the tribes, containing 
the Tabernacle and chiefs, and forming the 
rallying point for the warriors, it was the only 
place with which the sacred historian was 
concerned. This view, which is natural, Scrip- 
tural, and in accordance with the imiversal 
practice of oriental nomads, sweeps away the 
difficulties conjured up by the imagination, 
and then supported by the arithmetic of the 
Bishop of NataL 

Water however as well as food is an essential 
condition of the support of human life, and its 
supplies would be scanty and irregular in such 
a desert as that through which Israel passed. 
This want was miraculously met. At Rephi- 
dim the people were afflicted with thirst ; their 



THE MIRACLES OF THE DESERT. 87 

murmurings were then more violent and their 
conduct more outrageous than at Marah. The 
Lord probably out of kindness to Moses who 
was greatly distressed forbore to express his 
indignation, and simply indicated the way in 
which he meant to provide for their wants. 
Accordingly Moses, attended by the elders of 
Israel, went forth to smite a rock, called Horeb, 
which means Dry, with the rod with which he 
had smitten the Nile to change its waters into 
blood. At the touch of the mystic wand a 
copious stream gushed forth, and furnished an 
abundant supply to the people, not only during 
their stay in the vicinity for a year, but after 
they had taken their departure. This rock 
was a type of Christ, for the apostle Paul 
declares, they " did aU drink the same spiritual 
diink, for they drank of that spiritual Rock 
that followed them, and that Rock was 
Christ." At a subsequent time, when they 
had removed far from this locality, and the 
supernatural streams were probably dried up, 
the rock at Meribah, in Kadesh was smitten 
with the rod of Moses, "water came out 
abundantly, and the congregation drank, and 
their beasts also." Thus as the Psalmist has 
it, "He clave the rocks in the wilderness, 
and gave them drink as out of the great 
depths. He brought streams also out of the 
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rock, and caused waters to run down like 
rivers." 

The narrative of miracles is not yet ex- 
hausted. Moses in reviewing the Lord's deal- 
ings with Israel said, " Thy raiment waxed not 
old upon thee," and again, " Your clothes are 
not waxen old upon you, and thy shoe is not 
waxen old upon thy foot" It is not neces- 
sary in order to understand this miracle to 
imagine with the Kabbins, that the clothes 
and the shoes grew with the growth of the 
individuals who wore them, as the clothing of 
the persons who died would serve for their 
children when they reached their stature ; but 
we are taught by it, that the preserving care 
of God was so exerted on their behalf that the 
clothing which they brought from Egypt, and 
which they afterward obtained from the Egyp- 
tians and Amalekites, did not wear out in 
their long wanderings. Additional articles 
of apparel they could weave and prepare as 
needed, with the materiaJs furnished by their 
sheep, goats, and cattle, but the most necessary 
and the least durable part of their attire 
was obtained by miracle. The very sandals 
which, by the appointment of God, they put 
on at the passover, when ready to march out 
of Egypt, never wore out, but served them till 
they airived in Canaan. The whole Commis- 
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sariat department of this great army was 
under the direction of that Almighty Being, 
who renews the face of the earth, supplies the 
wants of the myriads of His intelligent crea- 
tures, and yet attends to the cry of the ravens 
and provides for the wants of sparrows. It 
luas the Lord's doing, though marvellous in 
our eyes. 

3. Miracles alone account for the victories 
they obtained over their enemies. They were 
a people imused to war, and their fingers un- 
accustomed to fight. Peaceable in their in- 
tentions, and bent not on conflict but on 
pilgrimage to Canaan, they requested per- 
mission to pass along the borders of existing 
nations. This was refused. Amalek came 
out and fought against Israel, and smote the 
feeble rear of the host, when on its march ; 
but the evil was speedily redressed, for while 
Moses stood on the mount lifting his hands as 
in prayer, Joshua led the people in the valley 
below to complete victory. The Canaanites, 
imder King Arad, made an onslaught on the 
Israelites, but God was entreated by the 
people, and gave them the victory at Hormah. 
Balak sent for Balaam to curse the people, and 
though he made many attempts to fulfil his 
mission he failed, for the Lord turned the 
curse into a blessing. Og, king of Bashan, 
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and Sihon, king of the Amorites, with their 
respective armies gave battle to the chosen 
people, and were discomfited. The Moabites 
in like manner were subdued, and the ememies 
of the Lord perished. These victories were 
attributed by the legislator of Israel to the 
interposition of Deity. " How should one 
chase a thousand, and two put ten thousand 
to flight, except their Rock had sold them, and 
the Lord had shut them up V 

In review of this miraculous journey, and 
before we proceed to a religious improvement 
of its events, we may briefly advert to some 
frivolous objections which are made to parts 
of the narrative contained in the Books of 
Moses. To those who aflirm that there was 
no miracle, but that their leader imposed on 
the people, made them believe that a pyramid 
of straw smouldering in fire was a supernatural 
cloud, and that all the phenomena they wit- 
nessed were optical delusions, we need only 
reply, that this assiunption is too ridiculous 
to require grave refutation. It supposes that 
Moses was a vulgar impostor and knave, and 
that the fathers of the Jewish nation were 
idiotic or insane. The man who can believe 
this, without the shadow of proof, has little 
reason to complain of the credulity of Jews 
and Christians in believing the Pentateuch ! 
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But it is said by the latest objector, who 
assumes the dimensions of the Hebrew camp 
in the wilderness to be about those of London, 
that the duties of the priest in the removal of 
the remains of the slaughtered victims outside 
the camp were of such a nature as to render 
the performance by one man impossible. This 
critic ought to know that there was a large 
body of men, called Levites, whose express 
duty it was to assist in the service of the 
Tabernacle, and to perform its menial duties. 
Even these need not have been compelled to 
take the remains of the bullock "on their 
backs,"" as he supposes, for they had carts and 
animals which might have been employed for 
the service. He surely knows the form of the 
Hebrew verb hiphil, which signifies not the 
doing of a thing merely, but of causing it to 
be done, and that it was quite enough that the 
priest saw this service accomplished. Indeed 
this form of expression prevails even in our 
own language. I say, A friend of mine has 
built a house, or a ship. This does not mean 
that he has performed all the manual labour 
involved in the one or the other, but that he 
has caused it to be performed. 

Equally futUe is the objection that three 
priests could not obtain or 'offer aU the sacri- 
fices required daily ; because the full amount of 
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daily offering was not then established. Moses 
was not merely legislating for pilgrims in the 
desert, but for a people on their way to Canaan. 
The operation of the Levitieal laws was for 
the most part prospective, and when the tribes 
were settled in the land the doves and pigeons, 
and other animals required for sacrifice would 
easily be procured, while a sufficient number 
of priests and Levites ministered in and around 
the temple to eat the things laid upon the 
altar. Nor is there more weight in the objec- 
tion that all the congregation of the people 
could not have appeared at the door of the 
Tabernacle, as they are represented to have 
done. The elders and representatives of the 
people could, and no doubt did thus appear, 
and this realizes all that is asserted in tlie 
sacred narrative. It may well excite our 
surprise that any one should think it worth 
while to pile up such a collection of nothings 
as a platform on which to assail with a batter- 
ing-ram this outpost of the citadel of the Bible. 
It is with pain and shame we reflect that a 
man professing Christianity has drawn up such 
a bill of indictment against the Book of God, 
as deserves to be cast out in scorn. We thank- 
fully escape from the region of this controversy 
to the higher ground and purer air of direct 
religious improvement, and remind you 
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III. Op the analogies of this journey 
TO the pilgrimage of believers. 

The people were typical of the church. 
Descended from Abraham, who was called out 
from the nations of the earth, they were in- 
vested with peculiar privileges as a chosen and 
separated people. Selected, not on account of 
their numbers, for they were at first few and 
feeble, they multiplied and became a great 
nation. Selected on the ground of God's ancient 
favour for them, they were distiaguished by 
glorious appellations and honourable distinc- 
tions. They were " a peculiar treasure, kings 
and priests unto God ; a holy nation, the 
Lord's inheritance and his firstborn son." 
Thus the eternal God condescended to say, 
" When Israel was a child then I loved him, 
and called my son out of Egypt" " I gave 
Egypt for thy ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for 
thee. Since thou wast precious in my sight 
thou hast been honourable and I have loved 
thee." In all these and other respects they 
were types of the true church of Christ, who 
are chosen of God, made His sons and daughters, 
called out of darkness into light, increased with 
men as with a fiock, redeemed not with cor- 
ruptible things as silver and gold, but with 
the precious blood of Christ. Hence the apostle 
Peter says to believers generally, "Ye are a 
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chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a peculiar people." 

The wilderness through which they passed 
illustrates the way we tread. There is scarcely 
a finer or more striking figure in the compass 
of language than that which represents human 
life as a journey. Poets and moraUsts have 
used it with the happiest effect, reminding us 
that as soon as we begin to live we enter on 
this journey, and by night and day travel on 
to its end. The figure therefore commends 
itself to us at once when applied by the 
sacred writers in a higher sense to the Christian 
life, as a journey. We are travelling to heaven, 
of which Canaan was a type. The wUdemess 
that led to it was an emblem of the rough, 
diversified, and lengthened way by which 
we are led. The foes we contend with are 
numerous and powerful, for we wrestle with 
principalities and powers, and with spiritual 
wickednesses in high places ; but we come up 
out of the wilderness leaning on our Beloved, 
and we shall be brought off more than con- 
querors through Him who hath loved us. 

The imperfections of the people represent 
our defects. We are surprised at their infatua- 
tion, and condemn their conduct, but we find 
in our transgressions the counterpart of theirs. 
Did their hearts go back to Egypt ? We too 



THE MIRACLES OF THE DESERT. 95 

often go back in affection to beggarly elements, 
and desire the world we have professedly 
abandoned. Did they lust after evil things ? 
We in like manner become lovers of pleasure 
more than lovers of God. Did they murmur 
against the Lord ? Alas ! we have frequently 
complained of the difficulties of revelation, 
found fault with the arrangements of provi- 
dential government, and, like the sullen pro- 
phet, declared that we did well to be angry. 
Did they set up idols, and worship the work of 
their own hands ? We, too, have knelt in the 
house of Eimmon, bowed to the golden calf, 
and worshipped the things that are no gods. 
We may well say, " It is of the Lord's mercies 
that we are not consumed." 

The moral meaning of these miraculous 
interpositions is realized by ua The goodness 
and mercy which attended, like guardian 
angels, the church of old, will follow us all the 
days of our life. A guide as sure as that 
which went before them is given to us in the 
word and providence of God. A presence of 
Deity, as real, though not as palpable, as that 
which encompassed them, is ours, for God is in 
the midst of his people for their comfort, and 
around them for their defence. We are 
nourished with food more precious than that 
which fell in the desert, and have learned that 
men do not live by bread alone, but by every 
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word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the 
Lord. We drink of the Rock that follows us, 
and that Rock is Christ. Our shoes are iron 
and brass, and wear not out by the way, for 
our feet are shod with the preparation of the 
gospel of peace. The garments we wear are 
those of salvation ; the fine linen, white and 
clear, the righteousness of saints. The robe of 
righteousness put upon us by Immanuel is ever 
new, and clothed in this we shall stand with 
confidence in the day of final doom. 

Behold, then, the Church as a mighty re- 
deemed host moving heavenward, through the 
scenes of earth and time ! You ask. Who is 
this that looketh forth as the morning? and 
we reply, It is the patriarchal church. Who is it 
that looketh forth fair as the moon ? It is the 
Jewish church. Who is this clear as the sun ? 
It is the Christian church. Who is this terrible 
as an army with banners ? It is the miUennial 
church of the future. The church is one 
though she has various phases, and is seen in 
different progressive states. Permit me to 
inquire if you belong to this sacramental host ? 
If you do not, be entreated to go and join your- 
self to it without delay. If already you belong 
to it, and are travelling to mount Sion, march 
boldly on, manfully encounter every foe, and 
the God of peace will beat Satan under your 
feet shortly. Amen. 
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LECTURE IV. 

THE BELIGIOUS CHAEACTEE OF MOSES. 

Hebrews xi. 24—26. 

** By faith Moses, when lie was come to years, refused to be 
called the son of Pharaoh's daughter ; choosing rather 
to suffer aMction with the people of God, than to enjoy 
the pleasures of sin for a season ; esteeming the reproach 
of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt : 
for he had respect unto the recompence of the reward." 

It is one of the numerous attractions pre- 
sented by the Pentateuch to a devoutly- 
studious mind, that its pages are enlivened 
by brief, suggestive and instructive biographies 
of the men who were the fathers and founders 
of the human family ; who embodied in them- 
selves the imperfections to which their de- 
scendants are heirs, who exemplified in many 
cases the virtues we should emulate, and who 
by the record of their deeds thus preserved, 
though dead continue to speak. To the books 
of Moses we are indebted for aU the know- 
ledge we have of the first man Adam, and of 
Eve, his companion in innocence, in guilt and 
in sorrow ; and from these venerable docu- 
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ments we draw all the sure information we 
possess respecting Noah and his children, by 
whom the earth was peopled, after it had been 
desolated by the waters of the flood. These 
early records have conveyed to us the names 
and deeds of Abel, the first martyr ; of Enoch, 
the earliest prophet ; of Abraham, the father 
of the faithful; and of many others, distin- 
guished for a piety and zeal of which the 
world was not woi^thy. The historic truthful- 
ness of the books of Moses must be conceded 
in order that we may feel the value of the 
sketches thus drawn. It is indeed true that 
the Bishop of Natal virtually admits that there 
was such a person as Enoch, and that, like 
others, he " walked with God," in the midst of 
a dissolute age ; but on what ground can he, 
or any other person, admit even the existence 
of this patriarch, except on the authority of 
the Book, which announces that " he was not, 
for God took him ; that he was translated, 
that he should not see death"' ? The historic 
and miraculous elements blend, and mutually 
support each other, so that there is no con- 
sistency in receiving the one and rejecting the 
other. 

We are shut up to the Bible for illustrations 
of the practical power of faith and godliness 
embodied in the lives of the faithful servants 
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of God, in the early ages of time and in re- 
mote parts of the earth. Secular history deals 
largely in the biographic element, but limits 
its application to men of the world. The 
founders of empires and the explorers of re- 
mote countries, statesmen and warriors, philo- 
sophers and poets, have their separate niches in 
the temple of fame, and their meed of deserved 
admiration, while the righteous are either 
ignored and consigned to oblivion, or treated 
with scorn, as weU-meaning enthusiasts or 
wretched fe,natics. It is otherwise in the 
pages of revelation. There impartial justice 
is dealt out to all classes of men, and we are 
instructed by notices of distinguished indi- 
viduals who have plagued the world with 
their vices, or blessed it by their virtues. 
There the deeds and memories of the righteous 
are embalmed with all manner of precious 
unguents, while their names are rescued from 
insignificance and reproach, and inscribed on 
imperishable tablets, to be had in everlasting 
remembrance. 

Among the Old Testament worthies, Moses 
holds decidedly the highest place. We have 
had occasion, in previous lectures, to illustrate 
his character as a leader and a ruler, a lawgiver 
and an author, and to vindicate his writings 
from the reproach of recent objections. We 
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have shown you, by what we hope is con- 
clusive evidence, that he was an inspired 
prophet, and a most truthful writer; correct 
not only in the narration of great events, but 
in the statement of the most minute points 
and incidents. It has appeared to us a most 
remarkable and blessed fact, that those who 
search for flaws and objections in the Penta- 
teuch are compelled to content themselves with 
such trifling ones as those we have reviewed ; 
while aU the calm and careful attention we 
have been able to give to them, so far from shak- 
ing our faith, has tended greatly to conflrm oui- 
belief in that sure word of Old Testament 
teaching, " to which we do well to take heed, 
as to a light that shineth in a dark place.'' 
The subject of the present lecture will bring 
before us another phase of the character of 
Moses. We have not now to consider him 
as a legislator or a warrior, as a leader or com- 
mander, but as a man of God ; and we present 
before you his moral portraiture as a study, 
with a view to encourage you to its imitation. 
His example commends itself to all of us, 
but especially to young men.* My dear young 
friends, permit me to remind you, that by the 
grace of God you may successfully emulate the 

• This lecture constituted the author's Annual Sermon to 
the Young, for 1863. 
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moral greatness of Moses. You cannot indeed 
reach the summit of his fame, but you may- 
choose his lot. You may be vastly his inferi6rs 
in talent and literary attainment, in rank and 
calling ; but you may adopt his decision, and 
prefer affliction with the people of God to the 
pleasures of sin for a season. 

The history of Moses may be divided into 
three periods, of forty yeai's each. The first 
was spent in Egypt, and principally among 
the princes, in the court of Pharaoh. The 
second he employed in the lowly occupation 
of a shepherd, tending the flocks of Jethro, 
his father-in-law, and fulfilling the duties of a 
private citizen. The third period was spent 
in a public capacity for the welfare of the 
Jewish people, conducting them fi-om their 
house of bondage to the borders of the pro- 
mised land. In all these periods, different as 
they are in respect of situation, notoriety, and 
importance, he was influenced by the same great 
commanding principles, and endured as seeing 
Him who is invisible. The most interesting 
feature of his character was his deep practical 
piety, and this resulted from the principle and 
exercise of faith. Like him may we be strong 
in faith, for "this is the victory that over- 
cometh the world, even our faith \" In look- 
ing, as we now propose to do, at the religious 
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character and choice of Moses, we shall con- 
sider, — 

■I. The objects he voluntarily relin- 
quished AND EMBRACED. 

We shall be helped to understand what these 
were, by an examination of his social position, 
relative advantages, and reasonable expecta- 
tions, while he dwelt in Egypt. With the 
remai-kable incidents of his childhood we are 
perfectly familiar, and though the history of 
his youth is passed over by the sacred writers 
almost in silence, and consequently is to us 
involved in much obscurity, yet we have in- 
cidental remarks and allusions, which convince 
us that his early life paved the way, under the 
providence of God, for his subsequent advance- 
ment to honour. It was mercifully arranged 
for him, though unknown to his benefactors, 
that he should enjoy in childhood that ma- 
ternal care, instruction, and watchfulness which 
is so precious and invaluable ; and for the 
want of which no wealth, or rank, or patronage 
bestowed by a stranger can ever compensate. 
When of proper age he was brought to Pha- 
raoh's daughter, "and he became her son."" 
Trained up in that character and capacity he 
would receive a princely education, and become 
" learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians.'' 
That nation was then famous for wisdom, and 
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all that it could bestow of a knowledge of 
science, or of art, we may be sure would be 
liberally communicated, with a view to culti- 
vate and enrich the mind of Moses. This was 
done to qualify him for the service of Pharaoh, 
and was intended for the good of Egypt ; but 
God overruled it for his own service, and for 
the good of Israel The qualifications thus 
obtained would prepare their possessor to 
sustain with dignity and authority the offices 
of the ruler of a people, and the general of an 
army, which eventually devolved upon him, 
and to secure for him the attention and respect 
of the Egyptians when he stood forth to de- 
mand justice for an oppressed race. 

The declaration of Stephen that he was 
"mighty in words and deeds" (Acts vii. 12), 
clearly refers to what he was before he was 
forty years of age, before he visited his 
brethren, and while he was still at the Egyp- 
tian court. The exact course of conduct 
which this implies we cannot depict, but 
Josephus, who embodied the opinions current 
at the time when Stephen uttered these words, 
says that the land of Egypt was invaded by 
the Ethiopians, that Pharaoh prevailed on 
Moses to take the command of the army, and 
that he utterly defeated the invading force. 
We are further told that this public service of 
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a military kind to the crown and people of 
Egypt, while rewarded by the monarch, raised 
up enemies to Moses in the court, and that to 
avoid the annoyance and danger to which 
he was thus exposed, he left the capital, and 
appeared among his countrjnnen in Goshen. 
Here he resolved to identify himself with their 
interests, having been divinely instructed in 
the fact that God by him would deliver them. 
He supposed in like manner that they would 
understand it, but they did not. ffis hour had 
not yet come. They refused to recognize in 
the powerless fugitive, clad only in his inherent 
greatness, the leader they would have wel- 
comed with shouts as the commander of armies, 
and the son of Pharaoh's daughter. In the 
excess of his zeal to redress their grievances, 
he slew an Egyptian and hid him in the sand, 
thus clearly exceeding his commission. When 
this became known, and his own life was con- 
sequently endangered, he fled into the land of 
Midian, which was then occupied by the de- 
scendants of Abraham. When he reappeared 
at the court of Egypt it was as the antagonist 
of the monarch, and the vicegerent of the 
Almighty. We are thus prepared to estimate 
the earthly sacrifice he made for a heavenly 
possession. 

He relinquished worldly honour, and em- 
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bra<;ed a life of reproach. It was a rare 
example of true greatness of mind to surren- 
der the most enviable station, and the most 
flattering prospects, at the dictates of con- 
science. He refused to be called the son of 
Pharaoh's daughter, and thus in eflFect refused 
a crown and a throne, for which he was de- 
signed. Egypt was at that time a powerful 
nation, and one considerably in advance of 
most of the nations of the earth. To wear 
her crown, to sway her sceptre, and to be 
numbered with her powerful monarchs, were 
objects which would have dazzled the eye, 
have captivated the heart and have drawn 
forth the ambition of any mind like his, if not 
supremely influenced by faith. We who are 
stationed in the common walks of life feel but 
little the power of such a temptation, and 
many smaller things have more powerful 
claims for us than a crown; but men born 
to ride on the high places of the earth natu- 
rally feel the attraction of such a prize, and 
some of them have sacrificed everything to 
secure it. Henry the Fourth of France re- 
nounced his religion, as a Protestant, to retain 
his crown ; and other men have dyed their 
hands in blood, and trampled down the liberty 
of a people to secure the possession of a throne. 
Moses had the rank and power of royalty in 
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reach without a struggle, yet he voluntarily 
resigned the great attraction. 

Nor less remarkable was the lowly condition 
he freely selected. He did not withdraw from 
a court to spend his days in luxurious ease or 
in the pursuit of the enjoyments connected 
with learning, but devoted himself to laborious 
duties in the daily public and private walks of 
life. His career was one of difficulty and danger, 
of humiliation and sorrow. He left the court 
for the desert, the palace for the sheepfold, 
and the mansions of princes for the dwelling of 
Jethro. Cheerfully did he forsake the paths 
of vanity and earthly glory for communion 
with God, amidst the solitudes of the desert 
and the lowly scenes of pastoral life. Toil 
and trial, care and disappointment, more or 
less attended him till he ascended the hill of 
Nebo, and God removed him to the paradise 
above. Will you imitate his choice, and thus 
practically show your approval of what he 
did? Subordinate honours may await some 
of you in the paths of life opening before you. 
Will you renounce them, if they are sinful, for 
the self-denial of the Christian life ? Will you 
take up your cross and follow Jesus ? " He 
that is faithful in that which is least, is faith- 
ful also in much : and he that is unjust in the 
least is unjust also in much." 
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He renounced earthly riches for a condition 
of poverty. The wealth of Egypt was pro- 
verbially great. It was a well-watered king- 
dom, abounding in aU the natural productions 
which secure riches. Its treasures of gold and 
silver, of cattle and corn were spread out before 
him. He might have roUed in wealth, have 
been clothed in purple and fine linen, have 
been surrounded with all the distinctions this 
abundance supplied, and have descended to a 
tomb in one of the pyramids, followed by the 
lamentations of the people for a wise King of 
Egypt. Fortune, with her smiles, invited him 
to her temple, and cupidity might have whis- 
pered, " Forget also thine own people, and thy 
father's house." Very powerful would such a 
temptation prove to many a youthful mind. 
The accumulation of wealth is to multitudes 
an object of supreme importance, for which 
they toil with unremitting zeal, and sacrifice 
the interests of a higher life. Moses, however, 
through the grace of God, resisted the power- 
ful attractions of shining wealth, and esteemed 
the reproach of Christ greater riches than the 
treasures in Egypt. 

He identified himself with a poor and de- 
spised people. The Israelites were depressed 
and persecuted, in bondage and poverty. He 
nobly cast in his lot with them, and avowed 
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them to be his brethren, the objects of his 
affection and preference. He might have had 
communion with the princes and philosophers 
of Egypt, but he preferred the gates of Zion 
and the dwellings of Jacob. He espoused the 
cause of his own people when they were suffer- 
ing wrong, and as he could not exalt them at 
once to the level of his own freedom, he bent 
down to the sorrow and degradation of their 
bondage. Eventually, as you know, he became 
their leader, went forth with them from Goshen, 
and shared their various privations and perils 
in the wnderness. He was neither ashamed of 
their poverty, their sorrows, nor their bonds. 
Such sacrifices as he made we are not called 
upon to make, living as we do in an age of 
freedom, and in a country blessed with con- 
stitutional government and equal laws; but 
there are many sacrifices of a lowlier kind to 
which we are called. Are you willing to 
renounce all that interferes with conscientious 
consecration to Christ, and to His service ? 
Are you ready to give yourselves to Him and 
to His people according to His will? How 
long halt ye between two opinions ? 

He relinquished sinful pleasures for deep 
affliction. Pleasure has often proved more 
attractive to the youthftd mind than honours 
or wealth ; and of all the spots of earth a 
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kingly court is the most promising for worldly 
pleasure. There the things that gratify the 
taste, please the eye, and charm the ear are 
collected in rich abundance. Art and science, 
learning and poetry, the harmonies of music 
and the attractions of the dance may tempt 
the mind and deprave the heart. The lust of 
the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of 
life lead men captive. All that can easily be 
imagined in the shape of worldly pleasure was 
presented to Moses, but as many of these things 
could not be enjoyed but at the expense of 
principle, he forsook them. He could not bow 
down to the gods of Egypt, nor take their 
names upon his lips. His noble nature revolted 
from the worship of the ibis and the wolf, the 
dog and the crocodile, for he was a Worshipper 
of the one living and true God. The penalty 
he paid was the loss of sinful pleasure and 
temporary joy. 

Instead of this he embraced the reproach of 
Christ, and the auctions of His people. It is 
pleasing to mark the evangelical spirit which 
the apostle describes as dwelling in the Old 
Testament Saints. Moses was the lawgiver, 
and venerated the law he was appointed to 
dispense ; he did not however trust in the law 
for salvation, but in Christ whose reproach he 
bore, and who is the end of the law for right- 
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eousness to every one that believeth. Jesus 
Christ was then as now the only Saviour of 
guilty men. The religion of Moses involved 
attachment to Him, the angel of the covenant, 
who was with the church in the wilderness. 
There was reproach then as now connected 
with a profession of faith in Him. The re- 
proach of superstition and fanaticism, of pre- 
ciseness and singularity was thrown at the 
followers of the Lamb. Moses, so far from 
being ashamed of this, rejoiced in it and bound 
it as a diadem of glory around his brow. 

These opposite conditions and objects of 
choice are now presented to you. Behold on 
the one hand the pleasures of sin, which axe 
numerous and fascinating, but delusive and 
ruinous. On the other hand behold the re- 
proach of Christ, with its present satisfaction 
and future reward. Will you renounce the 
one for the other ? The two are incompatible. 
They involve unalterable eternal distinctions. 
They never quadrate, they never converge, 
they never mingle. They are as opposite as 
light and darkness, and cannot coalesce. No 
servant can serve two masters. Choose ye 
this day whom ye will serve. 

II. The PRINCIPLE ON WHICH HIS CHOICE 

WAS MADE. This was faith. He was the child 
of faith, as Isaac was the child of promise. By 
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faith his parents hid him three months, then 
they placed him in the ark of rushes, and 
commended him not to chance but to God, for 
they were not afraid of the king^s command- 
ment. He was taught and trained in the 
school of faith, and when he came to years he 
made his religious choice, guided by the power 
of faith. Faith is the belief of the truth, and 
makes an impression on the mind and character 
corresponding to the nature of the truth be- 
lieved. It is the evidence of things not seen. 
It brings near the remote, and places dubious 
things in the clearest light. In Moses this 
principle was firm and influential He walked 
by faith, not by sight. 

It enabled him to estimate aright the ad- 
vantages of fellowship with the church. This 
has always carried with it important benefits 
in the way of religious instruction and spiritual 
worship, communion with the righteous, and a 
recognized covenant relationship to God. The 
carnal mind may hold these things cheaply, but 
in the estimation of the godly they are above aU 
price. Valuable as they were under the Jewish 
dispensation, they have become still more pre- 
cious beneath the clearer light and accumulated 
blessings of the gospel dispensation. It is a 
mercy to be identified with a Christian church, 
to have our names inscribed on its roll, to have 
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free access to its privileges and its hopes. 
Let us say of the church, as did one of old, — 
This people shall be my people, and their God 
shall be my God. 

Faith comprehended the brevity of sinful 
pleasure. It is undeniable that there are many 
gratifications connected with the convivial 
fellowship of the social board, the excitement of 
public amusement, and the indulgence of sen- 
sual emotion ; but there is one drawback con- 
nected with them all, in the fact that they are 
only for a season. They will not bear a calm 
and searching review, but are destroyed by 
reflection, and appear sickening and tawdry, 
as the faded splendour of the ball-room in the 
dawning light of day. They are relatively 
short, as they change with the changes of life, 
and become distasteful in the hour of sickness 
and the day of bereavement. They will soon 
terminate for ever. Could a man's life be 
made up of sinful pleasures, they would fail to 
satisfy the wants of an immortal nature, for 
they will soon come to a close. Their duration 
is brief, and the date of their continuance un- 
certain. The sum of human pleasures soon 
passes away. Sense and sight say to the de- 
luded votary. To-morrow shall be as this day, 
and more abundant ; but faith detects the fal- 
lacy, and in a steady light reads the evanes- 
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cent character of earthly pleasures, all of which 
perish in the using. 

The pleasures of religion are the purest of 
which the human mind can partake, and are 
adapted to all the varying circumstances and 
conditions of life. They bear reflection, and 
brighten to their close. And of these doubtless 
Moses, the man of God, largely partook. He 
never attempted to retrace his steps, or he might 
have found space for repentance, and have 
sought opportunity to have returned. His 
hallowed feelings more than compensated for a 
voluntary exile from the tents of wickedness. 
His hours of reflection, and retirement, and 
repose, would be thrice blessed. No spectre 
like that which haunted the stricken conscience 
of Brutus, appeared at the door of his tent ; no 
execrations like those which followed Caesar, 
when he had decreed the ruin of his country's 
liberties, tracked his course ; no vain lamenta- 
tions like those which fell from Alexander, 
when he conquered a world and could not 
find another world to conquer, escaped his lips. 
He was peaceful and happy, and his path 
as the shining light shone more and more 
to the perfect day. 

His faith embraced a future recompence. 
It is the strange conceit of Bishop Warburton, 
afterwards endoi'sed by Lord Byron, that Moses 
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had no knowledge of a future state, and never 
brought its sanctions to bear in support of the 
revelation he made to the people. Among 
other refutations of this opinion, the declaration 
of our text may be regarded as conclusive. 
The entire amount of the recompence of reward 
was not attained by Moses in this life. He 
acted like his Master and Lord, " who for the 
joy set before Him endured the cross, despising 
the shame." Heaven is the reward of grace to 
the believer, and its satisfying joys and honours 
are here discovered by the power of faith. 
In hope of these Moses lived and died. He 
refused to be king in Egypt, and became king 
in Jeshurun. He turaed his eyes from the 
vanity of the land of Ham, and the Lord passed 
by and showed him his own glory. He left 
Egypt at the head of the chosen tribes, " not 
fearing the wrath of the king," and God con- 
ducted him by a new way to his eternal king- 
dom. Once again he appears to our view, but 
it is on the mount of transfiguration in glory 
with his Lord, as if to indicate the abundance 
of the joy into which he entered, for he had 
respect to the recompence of reward. 
III. Some points of instruction are now 

TO BE SOUGHT. 

The high religious character of this the 
greatest of mere men may well be employed as 
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the basis of an irresistible argument for the truth 
of his mission. That the spirit of self-sacrifice 
influenced him, that he was zealously concerned 
for the honour of God and for the welfare of 
his people, are facts placed beyond the range 
of reasonable doubt or probable denial A 
review of his ministry and the principles which 
formed it, of his life and death, of his abilities 
and success, of his character and spirit con- 
vinces us beyond doubt that he was the 
divinely inspired messenger of God ; and that 
he received from Jehovah the polity he left his 
countrymen, and the law he bequeathed to the 
world. We have the right, in estimating the 
value of the Pentateuch — a word which signi- 
fies five books — to bear in mind the religious 
principles and conduct of its author, and this, 
added to the internal evidence of its genuine 
and authentic character, wiU prove to the satis- 
faction of aU candid inquirers that it is of God. 
It has been well observed that there is a 
minuteness in the details of the Mosaic writings 
which bespeaks their truth, as in the joumeyings 
of the desert, which could hardly have been 
described but by an eye-witness, and as in the 
particulars respecting the construction of the 
tabernacle, which appear to have been given 
in the form of directions to the workmen. 
There are touches of nature in the history 
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which forbid the idea of a forgery, as where 
"the mixed multitude" are represented as the 
first to sigh for the cucumbers and melons 
of Egypt, and to spread discontent through 
the camp, Numb. xL 4 ; and as in the miserable 
exculpation of himself which Aaron attempted ; 
" So they gave it me ; then I cast it into the 
fire, and there came out this caK" There are 
unexpected incidents turning up in the narra- 
tive which have every evidence of truthfulness 
and naturalness about them, and which may 
well be regarded as most likely to arise in the 
working of a new system and an untried 
machinery. What was to be done with the 
man found gathering sticks on the Sabbath 
day ? Numb. xv. 32 ; and How is the inherit- 
ance of the daughters of Zelophehad to be 
disposed of, there being no heir-male ? Numb. 
xxxvL 2, are subjects and questions not likely 
to be introduced into fiction, but are naturally 
embodied in a true history. The condition in 
which the Jews subsequently found them- 
selves, when observing the passover and other 
national festivals is evidence of the reality of 
the events these institutions were designed to 
commemorate. The devotion with which the 
Israelites continued to regard the law in after 
ages, points to it as having been promulgated 
under circumstances too awful to be forgotten. 
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The constant craving for a sign, which beset 
the Jews during the ministry of our Lord and 
His apostles, is just what might be expected 
in a people whose national life had been 
cradled in Egypt and the wilderness, sur- 
rounded by signs from heaven. Nor less 
striking is the compliance of the nation with 
the burdensome rites of the ceremonial law. 
These met them with some restraint at every 
point, interfered with all their civil and 
domestic arrangements whether great or small, 
and became a yoke which no people would 
have endured had they not been assured that 
it was imposed by the highest authority. 
These incidental circumstances joined with 
what we know of the simple unpretending 
disinterested godly character of Moses, land u'B 
on the conclusion that his history is not a fable, 
but a safe and infallible record of most sur- 
prising events ; so true and faithful indeed 
that our Lord declared, if men believe them 
not, neither would they be persuaded though 
one rose from ther dead. 

And now recurring more directly to the 
improvement of this history, we are taught by 
the conduct of Moses that true religion is a 
matter of reasonable choice. His choice was 
free, but it was the result of divine grace, 
acting on the volitions of the will, and the 
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result of a faith which is the gift of God. It 
was therefore eminently reasonable. Men of 
the world and of sceptical tendencies represent 
decision in religion as obstinacy or pride, the 
result of ignorance or credulity, the evidence 
of mental weakness or grovelling superstition ; 
but the conduct of this holy man refutes the 
pitiful calumny. When he left the court of 
Pharaoh he was not a child, led astray by 
tiifles, and incapable of taking large views of 
life and human obligations ; neither was he in 
his dotage, draining out the dregs of life, with 
the dim help of a weakened intellect, and 
taking refuge in some form of superstition, 
which his manhood would have despised. Oh, 
no ! He was in the vigour of his youth, pos- 
sessed of a highly cultivated mind, and favoured 
with every qualification for making a wise 
choice. It is highly probable that the Holy 
Spirit of God had early predisposed his mind 
to this step, through parental instruction ; and 
had even more powerfully acted on him in this 
the crisis of his being, but it was as "the 
Spirit of power, and of love, and of a sound 
mind." 'His judgment was not coerced, his 
reason was not overpowered, but that happy 
combination of Divine influence with human 
endeavour was realized in his experience, to 
which the apostle Paul alluded, when he said. 
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" Work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling: for it is God that worketh in you 
both to will and to do of his own good 
pleasure/' The religion of the Bible, in its 
nature and claims, in its hopes and revelations, 
appeals to the highest reason, and those who 
possess it are enjoined to be ready always to 
give a reason of the hope that is in them. 
The preacher of the cross reasons of righteous- 
ness and judgment to come, and the most zealous 
advocate of Christianity may meet the accusa- 
tion, Thou are beside thyself, with the reply of 
Paul to Festus, " I am not mad, but speak 
forth the words of truth and soberness." 

It follows, therefore, that Divine wisdom 
regulates the choice of true godliness. This is 
profitable unto aU things, having promise of 
the life that now is, and of that which is 
to come. Whatever trial and annoyance Moses 
had to endure, as the result of his decision, he 
had no occasion to repent his choice. Could 
we appeal to him now, and hear his testimony 
from the world of glory, we should have our 
own convictions of the fact deepened and con- 
firmed, that no one becomes a loser by serving 
God. But we need not this testimony, for 
a greater than Moses, even the Eternal Son of 
the Father, even He to whom Moses and EHas 
on the mount of transfiguration brought all 
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their glory and honour and laid them at His 
feet, has said, " Every one that hath forsaken 
houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or 
mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my 
name's sake, shall receive an hundred fold, 
and shall inherit everlasting life." From this 
we learn that present sacrifices in the cause of 
the Saviour, on the part of His followers, will 
issue in a glorious reward. We do not imagine 
that this assures us that in every case there 
will be a remuneration of worldly benefit, 
though there are remarkable instances on 
record, in which earthly blessing has followed 
consecration to Christ ; but it rather promises 
multiplied spiritual benefits and enjoyments, 
which more than compensate our self-denial 
and zeaL Repose of conscience and fellow- 
ship with God, joy in prosperity and consola- 
tion in sorrow, with support in death and the 
prospect of glory in eternity constitute posses- 
sions a hundred fold more valuable than all 
we can leave ; and there are no possessions of 
earth which for a moment can compare with 
them. They are the pearl of great price, and 
as wise merchantmen, we may well part with 
all we have to buy it. 

But the reward stretches onward to eternity, 
and includes the gift of God, which is eternal 
life. Coimtless multitudes already inherit the 
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promises. They rested on the work, they bore 
the cross of the Son of God on earth, and they 
are exalted to a participation of His joy in 
heaven. They died with Him, and they live 
with Him ; they suflFered with Him, and they 
reign with Him. They without us cannot be 
made perfect, and we are moving upwards 
to receive with them the crown of life. To us 
the Saviour bends with benignant regard, as 
He presents to our view the same reward, and 
if we are faithful to death. He will eventually 
say, " Ye are they which have continued with 
me in my temptation, and I appoint unto you 
a kingdom as my Father hath appointed unto 
me." It is, we conclude, undoubtedly wise to 
choose a light aflliction, which is but for a 
moment, and which will be followed by a fer 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 
rather than the pleasures of sin, which will be 
followed by condign punishment and perpetual 
banishment from the presence of the Lord. 
Here is wisdom, may we be able to pursue it ! 
The importance of faith in regulating our 
choice is apparent. There is no moral prin- 
ciple so influential as this. By its power all 
the wonders recorded in this chapter were 
wrought by the patriarchs from Abel down- 
ward, and as an indication of the abiding prin- 
ciple which regulated iheir conduct, the words 
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of inspiratioi^ might be written as their epi- 
taph, " These all died in faith." And it is only 
by the revelations of faith that we can rightly 
estimate the present world in its relation to 
the future. If you judge by sense you will 
decide erroneously, and have probably to 
mourn at the last, when your flesh is consumed, 
and unavailingly exclaim, " How have I hated 
instruction, and my heart despised reproof!" 
But if with enlightened faith in the person 
and atoning work of the Redeemer, you esti- 
mate His claims upon those for whom He 
died, you will judge that He died for all, that 
those who live might not henceforth live unto 
themselves, but unto Him who died for them, 
and rose again. Seek then first the kingdom 
of God and His righteousness, and all othar 
things shall be added unto you. Choose with 
Mary the one thing needftd, and you shall 
have all the enjoyment of that better part, not 
to be taken from you. 

And finally we learn that when persons are 
come to ye^ars they should solemnly remember 
their obligation to choose the service of Christ. 
It is impossible to determine, by one unvarying 
rule, the period of life at which children become 
responsible to God for their faith and conduct, 
as this mtist depend on mental capacity and 
religious privilege. No doubt many children 
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are capable of faith in Christ and love to Him 
much earlier than their parents imagine, and 
no doubt multitudes have received the king- 
dom of God when they were little children, 
and have passed by an early death to the 
heavenly world, or lived to glorify Christ on 
earth. It is a fallacy to suppose that young 
persons Taust grow up in unbelief and irreli- 
gion, and be reclaimed and converted from 
a course of folly in after life. There is a great- 
ness in sin-preventing mercy, and in infantine 
consecration to the Saviour, which should make 
us earnestly desirous of securing these blessings 
for our children. " Of such is the kingdom of 
heaven.'' Let us bring them to Jesus, and 
devote them to Him as the children of the 
covenant, and our God will be so eflFectually 
the God of our children, that whether they live 
they will live to the Lord, and whether they 
die they will die to the Lord. 

To those who have grown up to years of 
acknowledged responsibility, we now make our 
solemn appeal There are two parties who ask 
your aflFections, and claim your allegiance and 
service. These are Christ, and the god of this 
world. Whom will you serve ? It is time for 
you to decide. You cannot serve God and 
mammon ; you cannot serve Christ and BeUaL 
Who among you is on the Lord's side ? Who 



€ 



124 THE EELIGIOUS CHARACTER OF MOSES. 

is willing to consecrate his service this day to 
the Lord ? I ask the young, I interrogate the 
middle-aged, I appeal to the old. How long 
halt ye between two opinions ? Now is the 
accepted time, and the day of salvation. 
" Wherefore the Holy Ghost saith," in relation 
to the scenes and rebellions connected with 
the mission of Moses, " To-day if ye will hear 
His voice, harden not your hearts, as in the 
provocation, in the day of temptation in the 
wilderness." How shall we escape if we neglect 
so great salvation ? I cannot tell. Can you ? 
— Oh! no. Neither men nor angels can tell 
how the impenitent sinner, rejecting the 
overtures of mercy, can escape future condem- 
nation. " For if they escaped not who refused 
Him that spake on earth, much more shall not 
we escape, if we turn away from Him that 
speaketh from heaven." May God add his 
effectual blessing to His word ! Amen. 
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LECTUEE V. 

THE TESTIMONY OF THE OTHER BOOKS OF 
THE BIBLE TO THE PENTATEUCH. 



John y. 45, 46. 

" Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father : there 
is one that accuseth you, even Moses, in whom ye trust. 
For had ye belieyed Moses, ye would have beliered me : 
for he wrote of me." 

We call the Bible, by way of distinction and 
pre-eminence, the Book. We believe that it 
is the Book of God, and that as such it stands 
out immeasurably above and beyond any book 
of mere human origin and design. It has all 
the evidence about it that can reasonably be 
desired of its Divinity. We term it a reve- 
lation ; a revelation of (Jod, of the only true 
and living Jehovah, and of truths and doc- 
trines which it is of infinite importance for 
men to understand and believe. It is not, as 
some would have us believe, a republication of 
the law of Nature, a mere focus into which the 
scattered rays emitted from created objects 
are collected and brought into one point. Nor 
is it merely an assemblage of intimations 
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which, during the revolve of past ages, have 
escaped from the silent course of providential 
government, in the dealings of God with the 
nations of the earth. Much less is it to be 
regarded as a system of morahty based upon 
utihty, or a mere improvement on the ethics 
of Plato and Epictetus. It is, on the contrary, 
a distinct announcement of truths not pre- 
viously known, a glorious revelation of doc- 
trines which it never could have entered into 
the mind of man to imagine, conveying as 
they do an intelligible and sufficient answer 
to the all-absorbing questions which may be 
proposed in relation to the origin, responsi- 
bility, and destiny of the human race. 

The possibility of such a Eevelation as the 
Bible professes to be must be admitted by all 
who admit the Being and perfection of the 
Godhead. " He that planted the ear, shall He 
not hear ? He that formed the eye, shall He 
not see? He that chastiseth the heathen, 
shall not He correct ? He that teacheth man 
knowledge, shall not He know'' how to 
make such a manifestation of Himself and 
of His will, as shall enable His creatures to 
know, and love, and obey Him? The de- 
sirableness of Revelation is equally plain and 
reasonable. Observation and human wisdom 
are insufficient of themselves to lead to the 
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knowledge of God. The world by wisdom 
knew Him not, and the utmost result of the 
human search after the Infinite, with every 
advantage that philosophy could supply, was 
to erect an altar TO THE unknown God. The 
probability that such a Kevelation might be 
given has been cherished by the few thought- 
ful leaders of opinion in lands unblessed with 
the teachings of the Jewish Scriptures. In 
the old heathen world the expectation was in- 
dulged of the advent of a Divine Teacher, who 
should disperse the clouds of incertitude which 
rested on the human understanding, and brine 
immortality to light. These prison;r8 of ho^ 
waited " until the day should break, and the 
shadows flee away." Socrates, the greatest of 
all mere human teachers, is reported to have 
avowed his expectation that some such Teacher 
would be sent from God, and to have expressed 
the hope of His speedy coming. Thus Christ 
was " the desire of aU nations," Gentile as well 
as Jew ; and the unconscious prophecies of 
heathendom went out in vague and indistinct 
longings for the one " daysman," in whom all 
the families of the earth should be blessed. 

The Bible professes to meet the widely-felt 
want of nations seeking " after God, if haply 
they might find Him,'' and as such may pro- 
perly enough be subjected to a careful ex- 
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amination. Accordingly it shrinks from no 
investigation which candour and earnest con- 
cern for truth can suggest. " Prove all things, 
hold fast that which is good," is an injunction 
of its pages, which justifies and calls for free 
inquiry in religion. Its appeal is to wise men, 
who are to judge of the things said, whether 
true or otherwise. But we are to commence 
our investigations in an humble, prayerful, and 
reverent frame of mind. If the prophet could 
only approach the burning bush with un- 
sandalled feet, surely we ought to ponder the 
great mysteries which the Bible unfolds with 
a lowly, teachable spirit, and with an earnest 
desire to be led by the Spirit of God into all 
truth. An examination of the truths of reve- 
lation under the influence of this disposition, 
will assuredly convince us of their heavenly 
origin. The doctrines and precepts, the pro- 
mises and discourses of the Book are worthy 
of that ever-blessed Being from whom they 
profess to come ; while its facts, so far as we 
are able to verify them, are amply sustained. 

Nor does the volume shrink from any com- 
parison we may institute between it and other 
professed revelations, in ancient or modem 
times. It was observed by the learned Grotius, 
that "the most ancient tradition among all 
nations is agreeable to the relation of Moses ;'' 
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and in the controversy of the early Christian 
Church with the advocates of heathenism, seve- 
ral of the Fathers undertook to raise from the 
authorities of their opponents an argument in 
favour of the Divine origin of the Scriptures. A 
resemblance is still observable between the 
accounts of Sacred Writ and those of profane 
history ; and the veracity and antiquity of the 
Hebrew writers are thus supported by a stream 
of unbought evidence from the impure fount of 
pagan learning. Grecian genius, Koman phi- 
losophy, and the wild songs of the Scandinavian 
bards all contain traditions, which are there 
greatly disguised, but which are presented as 
simple, literal facts in the Bible. The golden 
age, the garden of the Hesperides, the fruit 
tree in the midst of the garden, guarded by 
the dragon, all point to facts connected with 
Paradise lost, which are told with imadorned, 
affecting plainness in the book of Genesis. 
The tradition of the destruction of the world 
by a flood ; the rainbow " which Jupiter set in 
the cloud, a sign to men f the division of time 
into weeks of seven days, and other incidents 
embodied in the traditional history of the 
world at large, not only confirm the facts 
alleged in the Mosaic narrative, but, by con- 
trast, show the immeasurable superiority of 
tlie record on which we rely. The writings of 
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Confucius and Cicero, and the lucubrations of 
the Sikh Qooroos, whom the Bishop of Natal 
regards " as divining by some kind of inspira- 
tion," derived from the same Divine Teacher 
who spoke through the Bible, while containing 
some just sentiments, clothed in beautiful and 
appropriate language, are full of errors, and 
are marked by the most painful deficiencies, 
for they fail to answer the question, " How can 
man be just with God V and they are unable 
to shed the light of certainty on scenes beyond 
the grave. The taper of human wisdom grows 
dim and goes out in the noonday light of the 
Sun of Eighteousnegs. The Koran of Moham- 
med is, so far as its truth and excellence are 
concerned, little more than one splendid pla- 
giarism, for its facts and its most valuable 
principles are stolen in a wholesale way, with- 
out acknowledgment, from the Old and New 
Testamenta Every name we can summon up 
as having in any way contributed to the enlight- 
enment and regeneration of the world yields to 
the name of Jesus ; and every volume put in 
competition with the Book of Life vanishes 
away, and leaves it unrivalled and triumphant, 
as the only safe guide to immortality. 

Nor is the testimony borne by the diflferent 
writers of the Bible to the authority of each 
other less conclusive. The concurrence found 
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between the writings of Moses and those of 
the New Testament bespeak the truth of both. 
This argument is not illogical, but just and 
conclusive ; for though the credibility of the 
New Testament may be reasoned out from the 
truth of the Pentateuch, if once established ; 
it is far from depending on that, but demands 
acceptance on its own merits, and may there- 
fore fairly give its suflfrages for the veracity of 
the writings of Moses. It is most improbable 
that two dispensations so dissimilar to each 
other in many important particulars should be 
found to stand in the closest relation to one 
another, and yet both be proved to be im- 
postures. We attach therefore the highest 
value to the testimony borne by our Lord and 
by His apostles to the credibility of the Mo- 
saic narrative. The value of testimony in all 
doubtful cases is felt and acknowledged. In 
this case its worth may be tested. The in- 
tegrity of the Pentateuch has been questioned, 
and its historical accuracy denied. Let us 
appeal to the testimony given to it in the 
other books of the Bible. What saith the 
Scripture ? The qualifications of the witnesses, 
the nature of the testimony they bear, and the 
conclusions to which their evidence conducts, 
are the points on which we now dwell I 
shall siunmon the witnesses into court, and 
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you, as an impartial jury, shall hear their 
evidence and give in your verdict. You will 
candidly and carefuUy weigh their testimony, 
as in the sight of heaven, and may God defend 
the right ! 

I. The qualifications of the witnesses. 
It is written in the law of Moses, and affirmed 
in the language of the Saviour, " that in the 
mouth of two or three witnesses every word 
may be established;'' but the value of their 
testimony must be determined by inquiry into 
their qualifications. When the apostle Paul 
vindicated the authority of his ministry among 
the Corinthians, against those who aspersed 
his character and denied his claims, he wrote, 
" Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought 
among you in all patience, in signs, and 
wonders, and mighty deeds.'' To the Jews, 
who objected to our Lord, " Thou bearest 
record of thyself ; thy record is not true," He 
said, "The works that I do bear witness of 
me, that the Father hath sent me." Now on 
this principle we would investigate the charac- 
ter and actions of the witnesses we cite to 
uphold the authority of Moses ; and we shall 
find they are every way competent to the task, 
and that their testimony is on all accounts 
entitled to attention and credit. 

1. That they are sufficient in number is un- 
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doubted. To our apprehension indeed, a mucli 
smaller number would have been sufficient to 
uphold the authority of Moses ; but it has so 
happened, for wise and gracious purposes con- 
nected with the government of God, that a 
very great cloud of witnesses has here been 
arrayed on the side of truth. I may remind 
you that Moses appealed to all the people for 
the correctness of the things he uttered, so far 
as these had come under their observation, 
and that no one contradicted or gainsayed. 
Joshua, who knew him well, had waited on 
him as a servant, and was familiar with his 
manner of life in private and in public, testified 
to his piety and prophetic character. The 
authors of the historic and devotional Psalms, 
ascribed to Asaph, to David, and to other in- 
spired men, allude largely to the wondrous 
facts and truths contained in the books of 
Moses. Repeated allusions are made in the 
Kings and Chronicles, confessedly the historic 
records of the Jewish nation, to the incidents 
narrated in the Pentateuch. Isaiah and Jere- 
miah, Amos and Malachi, all mention the name 
and deeds of this great prophet. Ezra, the 
restorer of the law, and Nehemiah, the patriotic 
leader of the people on their return from Baby- 
lon, both did honour to Moses, and to the law 
which bore his name. Each of the four Evan- 
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gelists authenticates him. The proto-martyr 
Stephen, who spake before the Jewish council 
with a wisdom and spirit which they were 
not able to resist, epitomized the facts of the 
Jewish history, from the call of Abraham to 
the end of the forty years in the wilderness, 
and cited Moses as his authority. The preach- 
ing of the Apostles, and the record of their 
deeds, alike corroborate him. Paul, in nearly 
all his writings, and Peter, James, and John, 
in their several epistles, make such clear and 
repeated allusions to the mission of Moses, as 
to prove that they believed him to be a truth- 
ful writer and an inspired prophet of the true 
God. 

2. They are independent of each other. No 
doubt a few men at times have banded them- 
selves together to invent a falsehood, and then 
to propagate and uphold the lie. This, how- 
ever, could only be possible on a limited scale, 
and could not therefore apply to such a num- 
ber of disconnected witnesses as we have 
now before us. But even were they fewer 
in number, nothing bordering on collusion 
can be imagined respecting them. They lived 
in different ages, stretching over a period of 
fifteen hundred years. They filled different 
situations in life, and various offices in the 
church. And more than this, they were re- 
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lated to very different dLspensations of religion ; 
the one being the Law, and the other the Gospel, 
each one being in some respects opposed to the 
other ; and yet they all agree to honour and 
uphold the authority of Moses. There could 
be no bribery or suborning of false witnesses 
in their case. They were independent men, 
having common objects to pursue by divergent 
means, and yet they all, in various ways and 
words, exalt the prophetic office of Moses, as 
the founder of an economy of religious truth 
and worship which was unquestionably Divine. 
3. In their capacity of witnesses they were 
intelligent and competent. You will remem- 
ber that they were not in their character as 
writers, private and untaught individuals, but 
men authoritatively set for the defence of the 
truth, and raised up by the God of Israel to 
unfold His wiU. They were the accredited 
teachers of the Church, and the delegated 
prophets of the world. As Jews they would 
have an intimate acquaintance with their own 
national history, the main features of which 
would be distinctly remembered on account 
of their extraordinary nature, and would be 
handed down with facility among a people so 
insulated as the Hebrews were. Educated, as 
many of these writers were, in the schools of 
the prophets, they would have aU the ta^ita of 
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their religion and church polity brought down 
from one age to another in regular succession. 
They could not well be deceived in relation to 
the things they "had learned and had been 
assured of, knowing of whom they had learned 
them ;" and they could have no motive to de- 
ceive others, by palming on the credulity of 
mankind a weU-contrived fiction for infallible 
truth. Beyond all this they had received the 
gift of the Holy Ghost, under whose gracious 
influence their minds were illuminated, saved 
from error, and conducted to the belief only of 
the truth. It was to the Hebrew Scriptures, 
Paul referred, when he said, " All Scriptiu-e is 
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness ; that the man of 
God may be throughly furnished unto all 
good works." And it was to the same men 
and their writings, that the apostle Peter 
alluded, when he penned that memorable de- 
claration, " The prophecy came not in old time 
(margin, at any time) by the will of man ; but 
holy men of God spake as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost." 

4. To the testimony of these witnesses we 
add that of our Lord and Saviour. We would 
not confound Him with others. He stands 
apart. To Him all the prophets give witness. 
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though He needed not that any should testify 
to Him of man. He is the only begotten of 
the Father, full of grace and truth, the faithful 
and true Witness. " He received from God 
the Father honour and glory, when there came 
such a voice to Him from the excellent glory. 
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am weU 
pleased ; hear ye Him/' He is the Great 
Prophet, sent from God ; the Infallible Teacher, 
who could not err. He knew perfectly what 
was in man, for all things are open to His 
eyes. When He speaks, it is with an authority 
that no mere creature can arrogate to himself. 
*' See that ye refuse not Him that speaketh ; 
for it shall come to pass that every soul that 
will not hear that prophet, shall be destroyed 
from among the people.'' His testimony, there- 
fore, respecting the legation of Moses is con- 
clusive and final It is vain to allege that as 
man He was partiaUy ignorant, and that His 
knowledge only reached the average amount 
possessed by a Jewish citizen ; for it is impos- 
sible to separate His Divinity from His human 
nature. We hardly know how to state and 
meet such an objection as that thus raised 
without yielding to indignation, which would 
engender a degree of wrath not likely to work 
the righteousness of God. Of aU the flippant 
and offensive statements in the work of Dr. 
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Colenso, there is not one so revolting to my 
convictions and feelings as the passage in 
which he endeavours to prove our Saviour to 
be ignorant in relation to the authorship and 
age of the Pentateuch. That I may not be 
supposed to misrepresent his views, I quote 
from the Preface of his book the foUbwing 
words, respecting our Lord : " We are expressly 
told, in Luke ii. 52, that * Jesus increased in 
wisdom,' as well as in 'stature/ It is not 
supposed that in His human natiu-e He was 
acquainted, more than any educated Jew of 
the age, with the mysteries of all modem 
sciences; nor, with St. Luke's expressions 
before us, can it be seriously maintained that 
as an infant or young child He possessed a 
knowledge, surpassing that of the most pious 
and learned adults of His nation, upon the 
authorship and age of the different portions of 
the Pentateuch. At what period, then, of His 
life upon earth is it to be supposed that He 
had granted to Him, as the Son of man, 
supematuraUy, full and accurate information 
on these points, so that He should be expected 
to speak about the Pentateuch in other terms 
than any other devout Jew of that day would 
have employed? Why should it be thought 
that He would speak with certain, Divine 
knowledge on this matter more than upon 
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other matters of ordinary science or history ? '* 
— (" The Pentateuch Critically Examined," pp. 
xxxi., ii.) 

Now if these assumptions and doubts had 
originated with Gibbon or Voltaire, or had 
been propounded by a writer who systema- 
tically denies the Divinity of Christ, they 
would have had a claim to consistency; but 
when put forth as they are by a Bishop, who 
has subscribed the Athanasian Creed, and still 
receives the emoluments of office in a church, 
which most distinctly recognizes the Godhead 
of our Saviour, we are unable to reconcile 
them with that sacred regard to honour which 
ought to mark every Christiaji man. There is 
an implied, though unconscious arrogance in 
these assumptions, which virtually places the 
writer above the Son of man, as an interpreter 
of the early books of the Bible. But we feel 
no difficulty in replying to the questions thus 
raised. We are asked as to the knowledge 
Jesus possessed as a child, and we reply in 
the words of the evangelist Luke, that when 
only twelve years old, he was found " in the 
temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, 
both hearing them, and asking them questiona 
And all that heard Him were astonished at 
His understanding and answers.'* It is de- 
manded of us, a;t what period of His life, He 
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had conveyed to Him the supernatural intel- 
ligence we claim for Him, as an Infallible 
Teacher; and we reply, When He returned 
from His forty days* fasting and conflict in the 
wilderness, "in the power of the Spirit into 
Gralilee,"' and began His public ministry. 
Then He said, quoting the declaration of 
Isaiah, "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because He hath anointed me to preach the 
Gospel to the poor," and then " He began to 
say unto them. This day is this Scripture 
fulfilled in your ears." We are challenged as 
to our reason for believing that He would 
speak of Moses and the Pentateuch in other 
terms than any other devout Jew would have 
employed ; and in reply we simply ask. Would 
any such Jew arrogantly, or could he without 
blasphemy say, "If ye believed Moses ye 
would have believed me, for he wrote of me " ? 
Oh ! no. And even our Lord thus spoke not 
as a mere man and the reputed son of the 
carpenter, for in his allusions to Moses, which 
are frequent, in the Gospel by John, He 
speaks as the Son of God, and bears His own 
testimony to the miracles recorded in the Pen- 
tateuch, as to historical facts. He knew that 
Moses wrote of Him. In the promise of Eden, 
and the sacrifice of Abel ; in the covenant with 
Abraham, and the substitution of a sacrifice in 
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the room of Isaac ; in the Angel of the bush, 
and the Angel of the covenant that was with 
the Church in the wilderness; as well as in 
the Manna, and smitten Rock, Moses wrote of 
Christ. He declared, as in our text, that if 
the Jews of His day had believed Moses they 
would have believed Him. But they believed 
not the Mosaic account of the Creation and 
the Fall, or they would have sought the living 
God ; they believed not in the narratives of 
the faith and piety of the patriarchs, or they 
would have walked in the steps of Abraham, 
who greatly desired to behold the day of 
Christ, and saw it, and was glad. They did 
not beUeve in the spirituality of the Divine 
Law, or they would not have gone about to 
establish their own righteousness by an out- 
ward obedience to its claims. They did not 
receive with enlightened faith the meaning of 
the ceremonial dispensation, or, as a people 
prepared of the Lord, they would have per- 
ceived in Jesus the antitype of the brasen 
serpent, the heavenly manna, and the smitten 
rock, and would have believed His word. To 
the Mosaic writings, as well as to the other 
books of the Old Testament canon. He again 
referred, when He said, " Search the Scriptures ; 
for in them ye think ye have eternal life : and 
these are they which testify of Me." This 
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surely is language 'which neither James nor 
John, nor any other pious Jew of the day 
would have employed. It shows that in all 
things the Son of God has the pre-eminence, 
and that while Moses wrote of Him, He au- 
thenticated the Pentateuch, as historically and 
every way true. 

These, then, are our witnesses, whom we 
simimon on this trial; and having inquired 
into their antecedents and moral characteristics, 
we have no hesitation in aflSrming that they 
are sufficient and competent, and that their 
testimony is unimpeachably true. 

11. The nature of the testimony they 
BEAR There is only one difficulty we feel in 
approaching this part of our subject, and it 
arises &om the abundance of the materials 
which present themselves to our view. It is 
an almost impracticable attempt to select, and 
arrange, and condense them, so as to bring 
them adequately under review in the space 
allotted to us in our present exercise. Still 
we wiU try so &T as possible to secure this 
object, and to arrange the evidence in order. 

1. Observe the testimony borne to the 
character of Moses. We begin with this, for 
personal piety and holy conduct are indispen- 
sable to a true prophet of the Lord. Neither 
gifts, nor eloquence, nor zeal can atone for the 
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want of faith and holiness. " By their fruits 
ye shall know them." In the day of judgment 
many wiU say to Christ, We have prophesied 
in thy Name, and in thy Name done many 
wonderful works, to whom He will protest, I 
never knew you : depart from me, ye workers 
of iniquity. If therefore it could be proved 
that Moses was a wicked hypocritical man, we 
might pass his words by unheeded, or at any 
rate reduce the authority of his writings to a 
level with those of persons who make no pre- 
tensions to piety or divine illumination. On 
the contrary however, if facts attest that he 
was a true and blameless man, these will give 
validity to his claims as a prophet, and reveal 
the obligation under which we are laid to hear 
him. We mark then the fact that God Him- 
self speaks of Him with approbation, and in 
a great variety of methods shows His regard 
for him. He had power with God in prayer, 
and prevailed, for the Lord said, " I have par- 
doned according to thy word.'* He was, 
during the forty days he was in the mount, 
admitted to an intimacy of commimion with 
Deity never before nor since allowed to mortals. 
Very touching and ennobling is the saying of 
Jehovah, on his demise, " Moses my servant is 
dead." He is associated by the verdict of 
heaven with Samuel, and is placed at the head of 
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the prophetic band He is repeatedly called the 
man of God, and the servant of the Lord. Our 
Saviour on various occasions referred to his 
piety and zeaL He was allowed with Elias to 
enjoy the communion of the Mount of Trans- 
figuration, when they conversed with Christ 
concerning His decease at Jerusalem. The 
apostle Paul declared that Moses was faithfiil 
in all his house as a sei'vant, and only inferior 
to Christ as a Son, who is over the house 
or family of God as the Ruler and Head. So 
great was the fragrance of his piety that there 
appears to have been danger of the people 
worshipping his remains, and the apostle Jude 
informs us that " Michael contended with the 
devil, when he disputed about the body of 
Moses." The various testimonies of the Bible 
to him as a man, and a saint, and a prophet, 
place him above suspicion, and illustrate the 
eulogy pronounced on his memory that " there 
arose not a prophet since in Israel whom the 
Lord knew face to face." 

2. We have testimony to the great historic 
facts he recorded. To the Mosaic record, cor- 
roborated by other biblical writers, we are 
indebted for all our knowledge of the early 
history of mankind. If his writings were 
obliterated, we should be profoundly ignorant 
of much that is most instructive to us in con- 
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nection with patriarchal times. The creation 
of the world by an intelligent Almighty 
Creator, is a truth we all readily acknowledge. 
Yet this great doctrine, written, as it were, 
upon the pcfets of our doors and proclaimed 
upon our housetops, was not understood by the 
priests and philosophers of antiquity, who held 
that the world in its present state had always 
existed, or that the goodly fabric was at some 
time formed by a fortuitous combination of 
atoms, or sprang gradually out of a Tnonad, as 
a germ of the whole. What a flood of light is 
shed on this subject by the opening sentence of 
the book of Genesis, " In the beginning, God 
created the heaven and the earth " ! To this 
statement the apostle John evidently alludes, 
in the commencement of his gospel, " In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and. the Word was God. All things 
were made by Him." The origin of that 
beautiful and difl^isive element light, is thus 
stated by Moses, " God said. Let there be light, 
and there was light ;" and the fiu5t is verified by 
the apostle Paul, who says, " God, who com- 
manded light to shine out of darkness, hath 
shined in our hearts.'' The creation of man, 
in the upright form, male and female, in the 
Divine image is afllrmed by Moses, who saj s, 
*' God created man in His own image," and to 
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this Paul evidently alludes when he enjoins 
believers to " put on the new man, which after 
God is created in righteousness and true holi- 
ness." The institution of marriage is repre- 
sented by Moses as coeval with the race. In 
Eve was found a meet companion for Adam, 
and they became the parents of the entire 
human family. One wife for one husband 
was the law of God for man in innocency, and 
polygamy is a demoralizing practice, the firuit 
of man's apostasy and guilt. To this primitive 
law Malachi refers ; " The wife of thy youth, 
she is thy companion. And did not He make 
one ? Yet had He the residue of the Spirit. 
And wherefore one? That He might seek 
a godly seed." Our Lord in like manner said, 
" Moses because of the hardness of your hearts 
suffered you to put away your wives ; but from 
the beginning it was not so." 

Pursuing our illustrations and confirmations 
of the events narrated by Moses, we reach the 
mournful fact of man's transgression, through 
the temptation of the devil These things are 
stated not as mythical, but as truths. The 
tempter was Satan, the agent the serpent, 
and the victims Adam and his wife. It is 
highly probable that the society of angelic 
visitants was vouchsafed to our first parents, 
in their primal innocence, and that Satan 
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assumed the form of an angel in tempting 
Eve. There was, however, the presence and 
work of a serpent in the fatal deed. These 
things are recognized and upheld by the 
apostle Paul, who when alluding to the in- 
jurious influence of false teachers, who trans- 
formed themselves into the apostles of Christ, 
says, *' And no marvel ; for Satan himself 
is transformed into an angel of light/' And 
the same writer, addressing the Corinthian 
church, says, " I fear, lest by any means, as the 
serpent beguiled Eve by his subtilty, so your 
minds should be corrupted from the simplicity 
that is in Christ." The order of the offence is 
laid down in the first Epistle to Timothy, 
"Adam was first formed, then Eve. And 
Adam was not deceived, but the woman being 
deceived was in the transgression."" The 
mournful consequence of sin, as threatened to 
man in the punishment of death, is clearly 
stated in the New Testament, " Death reigned 
from Adam to Moses.'' "By one man sin 
entered into the world, and death by sin." 
We are not now concerned to vindicate the 
literal accuracy of the account given by Moses, 
or to show that the whole and every part is 
a series of actual facts and not an allegory, 
but simply to show that the New Testament 
accepts them as undoubted realities. The fatal 
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strife between Cain and Abel, so graphically 
described in the book of Genesis, is alluded to 
by the apostle John, in most affecting terms, 
as a motive for avoiding all malevolent and 
envious feeling, "Not as Cain, who was of 
that wicked one, and slew his brother. And 
wherefore slew he him? Because his own 
works were evil, and his brother's righteous." 
The fact of the Deluge is alluded to by moi-e 
than one writer both in the Old and New 
Testaments. Eliphaz thus appeals to Job, 
" Hast thou marked the old way which wicked 
men have trodden ? which were cut down out 
of time, whose foundation was overflown with 
a flood?'' Jehovah comforted His ancient 
church with the gracious assurance, "As I 
have sworn that the waters of Noah should no 
more go over the earth ; so have I sworn that 
I would not be wroth with thee '* (Isa. liv. 9). 
The Son of God Himself instituted a com- 
parison between this catastrophe and the over- 
throw of Jerusalem, "As in the days before 
the flood they were eating and drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage, untU the 
day that Noe entered into the ark, and knew 
not until the flood came, and took them all 
away ; so shall also the coming of the Son of 
man be.'' The disobedience of the Antedi- 
luvians, the preaching of Noah, the building of 
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the ark, and the figurative import of that 
structure are all alluded to as facts, by the 
apostle Peter. To the wickedness and de- 
struction of the cities of the plain our Lord 
frequently referred, as a warning to commu- 
nities, while, by His brief but emphatic in- 
junction, '* Remember Lot's wife/' He has 
removed that remarkable incident from the 
region of romance to which sceptics would 
assign it, and placed it on the broad groimd of 
historic truth. Thus the great events which 
are represented in the Pentateuch as belonging 
to the early history of the world are supported 
by all the weight which the testimony of the 
other writers in the Bible can afford ; while 
the incidents belonging to the lives of the 
later patriarchs, as the calling and wanderings 
of Abraham, and the going down of Jacob and 
his sons into Egypt are in like manner re- 
cognized as undoubted realities. 

3. Look now at the testimony given to the 
authority of the Mosaic law. The ten com- 
mandments, which Moses said he received on 
Sinai, are, through the whole of the Old Testa- 
ment, recognized as being from God ; and in the 
New Testament, in the way of statement and 
comparison, of analogy and contrast, the excel- 
lency of the law is put forth. Oiu- Lord epito- 
mized it in two imperishable sentences ; He 
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expounded its claims, and unfolded its spiritual 
meaning in His Sermon on the M ount ; and to 
prevent all misapprehension respecting its per- 
petuity said, " Think not that I am come to 
destroy the law, or the prophets ; I am not come 
to destroy, but to fulfil." The law, engraven on 
tables of stone, is contrasted by the apostle Paul 
with writing by the Spirit on fleshy tablets of 
the heart ; and the glory of the Mosaic economy 
is exhibited in a number of particulars, as in- 
ferior to the glory of the gospel, which excelleth. 
The pomp and grandeur with which the law was 
proclaimed are represented, and then contrasted 
with our j)rivileges under the Christian dispen- 
sation : " Ye are not come to the mount that 
might be touched ; but ye are come to Mount 
Sion, and unto the city of the living God, to an 
innumerable company of angels, to God the 
Judge of all, to the spirits of just men made 
perfect, and to Jesus the mediator of the New- 
Covenant/' These are but a few examples 
of what may be drawn from the Scriptures 
generally, in rich variety, and great abundance. 
If you will read the Old Testament carefully, 
in the light which its marginal references 
supply, or if you will refer- to a concordance 
for the principal names and words used in the 
Pentateuch, you will be surprised and delighted 
at the vast number of recondite, beautiful and 
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conclusive testimonies borne to the Divinity of 
the Mosaic dispensation in the Prophets, and 
in the Psalms, and in the New Testament of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Chiist. 

4. In perfect harmony with all this we 
have testimonies to the typical import of the 
Levitical economy. In general terms the Law 
was declared to be the shadow of good things 
to come ; to have made nothing perfect, but to 
have prepared the way for the advent of the 
Messiah. In several particulars the details of 
the ceremonial law are employed to illustrate 
the truths involved in man's redemption. All 
the sacrifices were tjrpical of the one great 
offering of Calvary, made by the Saviour for 
our salvation. The priestly office was typical 
of the dignity of the Son of God, who is made 
a High Priest for ever. He through the 
Eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to 
God, and has entered within the veil, where He 
ever Hveth to intercede for us. The Taber- 
nacle and afterward the Temple was a stand- 
ing type of Him, the true Tabernacle which 
God and not man pitched. " The Word was 
made flesh, and tabernacled among us.'' To 
the Jews referring to His body, the Saviour 
said, " Destroy this Temple, and in three days 
I will raise it up." The various rites and 
ceremonies and oblations prescribed by the 
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Law illustrated tlie realities of the Gospel.' The 
persons and things set apai-t for sacred pur- 
poses by the anointing with holy oil afforded 
typical representations of the Holy Spirit in His 
anointing influence as shed upon Christ and 
His church. The dove and the scapegoat, the 
living bird dipped in the blood of its fellow, 
and the leper sprinkled with water and blood, 
were so many figures through which the 
Hebrew people dimly saw the day of Christ. 
Thus the gospel was preached to them, as well 
as to us. The types and shadows were a 
glass through which they saw dimly the 
glorious truths we are permitted to see in a 
mirror. 

On this part of my subject it only remains 
to observe, that we have ample testimony 
borne, by the sacred writers generally, to the 
miraculous facts of the Pentateuch. To most 
of these we have referred, and that at con- 
siderable length in a former lecture ; but there 
are two others of this order to which we may 
now briefly allude. You are familiar with 
that remarkable scene narrated in the book of 
Genesis, where a mysterious Being, termed a 
man, an angel, and by implication, God, is 
brought before us as wrestling with Jacob all 
night, even to the break of day, and then 
wondrously allowing this worm of earth to 
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prevail against the great power of Deity, while 
He changed the name of the patriarch to 
Israel, and blessed him there. This was neither 
fable nor dream nor myth, but a real trans- 
action, in which no doubt a change of nature 
as well as of name was effected. Its truthful- 
ness is attested in an unmistakable manner. 
A thousand years after this event there arose 
a prophet in Israel, who, addressing the de- 
scendants of Jacob, verified this fact in history, 
and said of their father, " He had power with 
God : yea, he had power over the angel, and 
prevailed ; he wept, and made supplication unto 
Him,'' Hosea xii. 3, 4. That supernatural sight 
of the burning bush, which Moses beheld at 
Horeb, is represented by oiu- Lord as a great 
fact, having a moral significance, and proving 
the doctrine of a future Ufe. From the midst 
of the fire God proclaimed Himself, the God of 
Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob. These patri- 
archs were dead ; but forasmuch as He is not 
the God of the dead, but of the living, it foUows 
that they were then alive in the invisible state, 
in that heavenly kingdom to which the re- 
deemed from every land will be conducted, to 
mingle in their fellowship and partake their 

joys. 

III. The conclusions to which this tes- 
timony LEADS. It conducts inevitably to a 
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conviction eminently favourable to the truth of 
revealed religion. None of the foundations of 
our faith are destroyed or even shaken by any 
rude or insidious attacks to which they have 
been exposed Like the furious waves which 
die hai-mlessly at the foot of the rock, and 
leave the solid mass intact, the storms and 
tempests of doubt and opposition retreat, hav- 
ing spent their energies in vain against the 
Rock of ages, leaving uninjured the trium- 
phant inscription, "Nevertheless the founda- 
tion of God standeth sure." The conclusions 
we reach by our investigations are these : — 

1. That all the books of the Bible are 
equally of Divine authority. They stand or fall 
together. They are interlaced with each other 
in such a way as to render it impossible for 
any one to be given up without abandoning 
the whole. You have heard of that ancient 
sculptor Phidias, who in making a shield in 
honour of a heathen god, contrived so to in- 
weave his own name in the work as to render 
it impossible to obliterate it without destroy- 
ing the shield. Now the name of Moses is so 
inlaid in the volume of revelation that you 
cannot erase it without mangling and distort- 
ing its different books. The impress of heaven 
is on the whole. Various degrees of inspira- 
tion may have been imparted to the sacred 
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writers, varying with the nature of the work 
they had to perform, but a sanction of the 
very highest form is thrown over the whole by 
the relation of each book to the rest. Jesus 
Christ was infinitely greater than Moses, both 
in nature and in office ; yet the words spoken 
by the servant are authenticated by the Master, 
and are therefore entitled to the most reverent 
and absolute belief. It is Jesus who testifies, 
" Had ye believed Moses, ye would have be- 
lieved me." " If ye believe not his writings, 
how shall ye beHeve my words ?" 

2. That the earlier books of the Bible are 
entitled to prayerful attention. There are 
some Christian people, who are apt to pass 
over a large part of the Old Testament, as 
though it belonged only to a departed state of 
things, with which they have nothing to do. 
They glance at its pages, as curious records of 
a bygone age, without suspecting their direct 
bearing on the present times. This, however, 
is an error to be deplored and avoided. The 
frequent references to the Old Testament in 
the New show us how much the former is 
intended and adapted to minister to the bene- 
fit of us on whom the ends of the world are 
come. The quotations from, and the allusions 
to the Old Testament in the Gospels, in the 
Acts of the Apostles, and ih the Epistles, are 
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surprisingly numerous. There is not a page, 
nor even an extended paragraph, in the New 
Testament that does not bear the impress of 
the Old upon it. There is a transference of 
the spirit, rather than of the letter from the 
one to the other, which can be better felt than 
described. Many things in the life and passion 
of our Lord, and others connected with His 
death and resurrection, are mentioned as 
having happened that the Scripture might be 
fulfilled. And even in the Apocalypse, where 
we do not find a single direct or literal quota- 
tion from the Old Testament, there are more 
than a hundred cases in which figures or allu- 
sions, drawn from Isaiah and Ezekiel, from 
Daniel and Zechariah, are employed. We can 
scarcely understand the contents of the New 
Testament, without an enlarged and accurate 
acquaintance with the Old Covenant. Lessons 
of immense value can be deduced from its 
pages. Its varied compositions may serve to 
instruct us in the nature and extent of the 
government of God ; to fan the sacred flame 
of devotion, which like the fire on the altar of 
the Jewish tabernacle should burn day and 
night ; and to feed and nourish the principles 
of spiritual life, the activities of which pro- 
mote our usefulness and comfort, and the 
honour of our redeeming Saviour and Lord. 
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The daily systematic perusal of the Sacred 
Scriptures, is a duty incumbent upon all the 
disciples of Jesus. " Seek ye out the book of 
the Lord, and read/' 

Finally, we conclude that the united testi- 
mony of the Old and New Testament writers 
furnishes adequate evidence of the Inspiration 
of the Bible. The declarations of the Scripture 
are our only sources of evidence on this point, 
but they are full and decisive. The design of 
revelation implies its inspiration, as it would 
otherwise be defective and erroneous. The 
nature of the apostolic office, and the manner 
in which the apostles were qualified for their 
work prove that they were inspired. They 
had to teach the whole coimsel of God, and to 
prepare them for this they were favoured with 
personal intercourse with the Lord Jesus, the 
evidence of their senses to the reality of the 
facts to which they testified, and the infallible 
teachings of the Holy Spirit, who brought all 
things to their remembrance. The inspired 
authority of the New Testament implies and 
establishes that of the Old Testament, for they 
alike receive the sanction of men whose creden- 
tials were divine. Forasmuch as the religious 
instructions of Jesus and His apostles are of 
Divine authority, it follows that all their 
declarations and assertions respecting the Old 



# 



158 THE TESTIMONY OF THE OTHER BOOKS 

Testament must be received implicitly, as being 
accordant with truth. They not only declare 
that God is the author of the Mosaic laws, but 
they receive the other parts of the writings 
of Moses as true, not excepting his account of 
events which took place before his birth, as in 
the promise made to Abraham, and the faith 
of that patriarch. They assume that the books 
of Moses were written at the special instance 
of God, and under His particular guidance. 
They assert that the Pentateuch, and the other 
sacred books of the Jews, contain divine pre- 
dictions of indisputable certainty, and they 
authenticate not only the prophecies but the 
whole of the Old Testament, all its moral 
instructions, its narratives, and its whole con- 
tents, whether prophetic, doctrinal, or historical. 
They even assume as indisputably true the 
very expressions in which these things are 
conveyed, words full of Divinity, from which 
the Deity breathes forth. It is not necessary 
that we should be able satisfactorily to enun- 
ciate a theory of Inspiration, and describe the 
method by which the Divine Spirit acted on 
the minds of the human writers, in order to 
our receivmg the fact so clearly taught, that 
holy men of God were moved by Him to speak 
His word. The Bible comes before us with a 
revelation, an inspiration, and evidence, the 
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miraculous character of which proves it to be 
from heaven. We have no alternative, there- 
fore, but to submit to its teaching, as not only 
true but supremely authoritative. It was an 
apostle who wrote, "He that despiseth, despiseth 
not man, but God, who hath given .to us His 
Holy Spirit.'' The prophets of the Old Testa- 
ment laid claim to inspiration, as is evident 
from their formula, " Thus saith the Lord f 
or, '* The word of the Lord came unto me." 
Equally evident is it that the apostles of Chris- 
tianity wrote and spoke in the clear conscious- 
ness of their inspiration. Hear their words 
respecting the deep things of God or the 
truths of Christianity, "God hath revealed 
them unto us by His Spirit." Again, "I 
received of the Lord that which also I deli- 
vered unto you." And yet once more, " The 
gospel which was preached of me is not after 
man ; for I neither received it of man, nor was 
taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ." 
Bearing these statements in mind, it is not 
perhaps too much to affirm, that the Holy 
Scriptures, as they came from God, do not con- 
tain one misstatement in science, one error in 
history, one fault in moral teaching, one mis- 
take in legislation, or one unworthy statement 
respecting the Divine Being. "Every word 
of God is pure." 
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The books themselves contain internal evi- 
dence of a superhuman agency, for they contain 
disclosures and information such as none but 
inspired men could have imparted. Their 
moral effect has been such as to prove their 
divinity. The Bible is now complete, and no 
addition to it is to be expected or desired. It 
meets all the religious wants of man as a sinful 
creature, and an heir of immortality. There is 
no form of guilt which it has not removed, and 
no degree of sorrow it has not assuaged. It 
is commensurate with the piety of every 
believer, and is ever brightening on his path as 
he prosecutes his upward course. It awaits each 
succeeding generation on a higher level, and at 
a new starting point, leading to loftier heights 
of knowledge and excellence. Its achievements 
attest alike its divinity and its truth, and 
addressing its Glorious Author, we may say, 

** Thy word is everlasting truth ; 
How pure is every page ! 
That blessed Book shaU cheer our youth, 
And well support our age.** 
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LECTURE VI. 

THE CREDIBILITY OF THE BOOK OF JOSHUA. 

Joshua xxiv. 29, 30. 

''And it came to pass after these things, that Joshua the 
son of Nun, the servant of the Lord, died, being an 
hundred and ten years old. And they buried him in 
the border of his inheritance in Timnath-serah, which 
is in mount Ephraim." 

The providence of God has ever been signally- 
displayed in the care He has exercised over 
His church, from one age to another; and 
especially in raising up suitable instruments to 
defend its liberties and to extend its influence. 
Men are mortal, and to our apprehension they 
not imfrequently die prematurely, but the Lord 
and Saviour of the church liveth for ever, and 
hath the keys of death and of the invisible 
world. The pillars of the temple may be 
removed, but the foundation remaineth, and 
the fabric is upheld. The lamps of the sanc- 
tuary may be extinguished in the darkness of 
death, but the Sun of Righteousness continues 
to emit His illuminating rays and quickening 
beams. The Great Builder of the spiritual 
house may bury His workmen, but He carries 
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on His work. He has never wanted a man to 
stand before Him. Instead of the fathers are 
the children, and the long succession of faithful 
men shall continue, a band of workmen that 
need not be ashamed. 

The history of the church strikingly illus- 
trates this comforting, encouraging truth. Is 
Stephen cut off, by an untimely martyr-death? 
A young man, named Saul, who consented to 
this deed and kept the raiment of those who 
stoned the evangelist till he died, is raised up 
as a chosen vessel, to bear the name of Christ 
before peoples and kings, not only in Judea, 
but to the uttermost part of the earth. Does 
Paul himself, after an extended career of 
holy zeal and usefulness in the church, lay 
down his life, having finished his course and 
kept the faith? Then Timothy is raised up 
to do the work of an evangelist, to endure 
hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ, and 
" to commit the things he had heard to faithful 
men, who shall be able to teach others also." 
Thus it shall be to the end of time. Whatever 
distractions may convulse the world, or what- 
ever assaults may be made upon the church, it 
shall abide calm and secure, for the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it, and the Name 
of Christ shall be remembered throughout all 
generations. 



THE BOOK OF JOSHUA. 163 

And as it is now and shall be to the close of 
the Christian dispensation, so it has been from 
the beginning of the ages. As one standard- 
bearer has fallen, another has suddenly appeared; 
as death has stricken the hand of those who 
held forth the lamp of life, the falling torch 
has been caught up by others, who have 
lighted the way to the heavenly temple. Men 
continue not by reason of death in the church, 
but the office they vacated is perpetual, and a 
succession of gifted devoted ones appear, at the 
call of heaven, to supply their lack of service. 
Martyrs are followed by those who are bap- 
tized for the dead, and in a long unbroken 
succession of apostles, prophets and patriarchs, 
we find men who were witnesses for God. 
The places of even the most prominent and 
distinguished servants of Jehovah have been 
wondrously filled up on their removal from 
earth to heaven. That bold and noble restorer 
of the law, Elijah, who had rebuked Ahab, 
confounded the priests of Baal, carried about 
with him for three years and a half the key of 
the storehouse of heaven, and who on Mount 
Carmel effectually urged the people to religious 
decision, was, as a reward for his labours, 
translated to heaven in a chariot of fire and 
with horses of fire. The lack of his service 
was, however, wonderfully supplied by the 
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call and mission of Elisha. The mantle of the 
ascending prophet fell on his successor, who with 
it smote the waters of Jordan, and they were 
divided hither and thither so that he went over 
on dry ground, and the sons of the prophets, 
which were to view at Jericho," exclaimed, 
The spirit of Elijah doth rest on Elisha." 
And in like manner when that great, that 
distinguished prophet and faithful servant 
of Gk)d, Moses, whose career we have recently 
traced, was mysteriously removed from the 
scenes of earth and time, Joshua was raised up 
to carry on and to complete the work he had 
begun. His life, like that of Moses, was full of 
interest and marvel, and the book which bears 
his name contains the record of his deeds. It is 
the first book in the sacred canon called after the 
name of an individual, and it is well entitled to 
that distinction, as not only identified with his 
proceedings, but as probably written by him. 
The general voice of Jewish tradition assigns 
the authorship to Joshua, who, it is supposed, 
penned it towards the close of his life ; the last 
five verses, and probably a few others, having 
been added by a properly authorized person, 
after his death. There are two passages in the 
book which show that it was written by a per- 
son contemporary with the events he records. 
In the first verse of the fifth chapter, the author 
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speaks of himself as one of those who had 
passed into Canaan ; and from the twenty- 
fifth verse of the following chapter it appears 
to have been penned before the death of 
Rahab, as it is said, " She dwelleth in Israel 
even unto this day." Beyond this it is said, 
in the last chapter, that " Joshua wrote these 
words in the book of the law of God/' which 
seems to imply, that he subjoined this history 
to that written by Moses. It may therefore 
be regarded as an appendix or supplement to 
the Pentateuch. You will not be surprised to 
learn that like the books of Moses it has been 
subjected to a severe examination, and that its 
historic accuracy in •many respects has been 
doubted and denied. I think it therefore 
right to open the whole question relating to 
its credibility, and to set before you certain par- 
ticulars connected with the author of the book, 
— the more remarkable events it describes, — 
and the incidental confirmation we have of 
their truth. 

I. The character of its author We 
assume, in the absence of any evidence to the 
contrary, and with much evidence as we have 
seen in favour of the opinion, that it was 
written by Joshua; could it however be proved 
otherwise, it would not touch the credibility of 
the volume which bears his name. For whe- 
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ther it is to be regarded as his autobiography 
written by himself, or his history written by 
another, it possesses unimpeachable features of 
truth, and affords unquestionable and ample 
evidence of the personal piety and integrity of 
the man whose actions it describes. To this 
we properly attach great importance, for though 
a man like Balaam might utter a truthful pre- 
diction unwillingly and ignorantly, having no 
sympathy with the subject of his utterance, 
yet we could hardly believe that such an one 
would be set for the defence of the truth, and 
the guidance of Israel to the promised pos- 
session. A man called to do a great work like 
this, must be a man after /Jod's own heart, and 
such we believe Joshua to have been. 

1. In proof of this we present to you an 
epitome of his life. He belonged neither to 
the priestly nor royal tribe, but to that of 
Ephraim, which was one greatly honoured in 
the providence of heaven, as was indicated by 
Jacob in blessing his descendants, for he laid 
his right hand first on the head of Ephraim, 
though he was the younger son of Joseph. 
When their father expostulated with him 
respecting the order of the benediction, he 
repeated the blessing, and predicted, " In thee 
shall Israel bless, saying, God make thee as 
Ephraim and as Manasseh : and he set Ephraim 
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before Manasseh." The tribe which descended 
from him afterward attained such distinction 
among the tribes of Israel, that Gideon asked, 
" Is not the gleaning of the grapes of Ephraim 
better than the vintage of Abiezer?'' God 
Himself declared, " Ephraim also is the strength 
of mine head." The ark of God remained long 
with this tribe at Shiloh, and subsequently to 
the separation of the ten tribes who were dis- 
tinctively named Israel, it became the seat of 
government for Judah, and its name is fre- 
quently employed to denote the whole govern- 
ment and people of that kingdom. One of 
the border cities of Ephraim was honoured in 
affording an asylum to our Lord and His dis- 
ciples, when the Pharisees at Jerusalem sought 
prematurely to put Him to death. 

Joshua was the son of Nun, a person pro- 
bably of some distinction, for he is represented 
as a ruler in Israel He was bom in Egypt, 
and was considerably younger than Moses, 
being one of the many thousands of Israel 
who came up imder the leadership of that 
man of God. His jfirst name was Oshea, signi- 
fying a saviour or salvation, and when ap- 
pointed as one of those who should search out 
the land, Moses called him Jehoshua, which 
signifies the salvation of God. When a young 
man he became the servant of Moses, and 
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waited on him with fidelity and affection to 
the end of his course. When his master was 
dead he was Divinely constituted the ruler and 
leader of the people, God saying to him, " As 
I was with Moses, so wiU I be with thee : I 
will not fail thee nor forsake thee/' Indeed, 
before the death of the Legislator of Israel, he 
had entreated the Lord to provide him a suc- 
cessor, who should be competent for the office, 
" that the congregation of the Lord might not 
be as sheep which have no shepherd,'' and 
Joshua was appointed to the important office. 
He was then set apart to this work by a public 
ordination. Moses placed him before the priest^ 
put his hands upon him, and gave him a solemn 
charge as firom God Himself, in the presence of 
the whole assembly. As the constant atten- 
dant and intimate companion of Moses through- 
out the forty years of their pilgrimage, he 
would reap great advantages from the instruc- 
tions and prayers and examples of that emi- 
nent Prophet, and be thus in a good degree 
prepared for the more responsible service 
devolved upon him. He was about the age 
of eighty-four when he received the Divine 
command to pass over Jordan, and take pos- 
session of the promised land. He died at the 
age of one hundred and ten years, and was 
buried in his own inheritance in Timnath-serah> 
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among his own people. How very much was 
compressed into that period ! Eventful years 
spent in the land of bondage and in prepara- 
tion to depart from it ; still more eventful 
ones in the wilderness, in connection with 
the wonderful incidents that diversified that 
journey ; and a series of conflicts and victories 
in the land of Canaan, terminating in repose 
and peace ! And so the story of many a man's 
life of briefer duration and more common level, 
if truly told, would reveal a variety of em- 
ployment and events which might fill the 
reader with astonishment and lead the nar- 
rator to say almost in the language of Joshua, 
" I know in all my heart and soul that not 
one of the good things that God hath promised 
me has failed/^ 

2. The indications of his piety are abundant. 
We are told that he was fuU of the spirit of 
wisdom, and his deeds proclaim more fully 
than words that he was a good man. While 
he fought with Amalek, and conquered it with 
the edge of the sword, he maintained an inces- 
sant regard to the duties of religion, for "he 
departed not out of the tabernacle, '^ having 
probably its care committed to him, and dwell- 
ing in or near to the holy place. To him was 
the peculiar honour granted of going up with 
Moses to the mount of God, where he abode in 
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devout retirement for forty days, though he 
appears not to have been received into the 
cloud. His zeal, if injudicious, revealed his 
sincerity, for when he observed two of the 
seventy elders prophesying in the camp, as he 
imagined without proper authority, he was 
displeased and said, " My lord Moses, forbid 
them;" while Moses with greater meekness 
and wisdom replied, " Would Qod that all the 
Lord's people were prophets, and that the 
Lord would put His Spirit upon them !" He 
was sent upon the deputation to take a survey 
of the land of Canaan, and when the rest of 
the spies made an imfavourable report, he and 
Caleb discovered a singular firmness and cou- 
rage. They were " faithftd among the faithless," 
and for their zeal on that occasion it was 
promised that they only should enter into 
Canaan. " Them that honour me," saith God, 
" I will honour." His piety and zeal were not 
only public but personal and domestic, for 
while appealing to the people for decision 
and consecration in relation to true religion, 
he nobly avowed his own determination and 
course, " But as for me and my house, we will 
serve the Lord." While not free from the 
infirmities common even to regenerated human- 
ity, he was a fine example of practical godli- 
ness. In his life the young may learn the 
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great advantages of youthful piety. Persons 
in an humble position in life, with the grace of 
God in their heart, may from his example 
learn diligently and faithfully to discharge the 
duties of their lowly calling, and hope that in 
due time they may be raised to more public 
and exalted service in the church of God. It 
is recorded of this man, who scorned no hum- 
ble employment in the service of his Master, 
that " the Lord magnified Joshua in the sight 
of all Israel ; and they feared him, as they 
feared Moses, all the days of his life." 

3. The number and variety of his employ- 
ments were remarkable. He was alike eminent 
in the camp and in the tabernacle, as a ruler 
and a leader of the chosen tribes. As a reUgious 
teacher and reformer, he recalled the people to 
devotional habits and services, which had been 
suspended or neglected during their lengthened 
pUgrimage, enjomed them to put away every 
idol, and enforced their observance of the rite 
of circumcision, and the feast of the passover. 
He built an altar to the Lord in Mount Ebal, 
read in the hearing of the people aU the words 
of the law of Moses, and left the record of their 
concurrent engagement on Ebal and Gerizim, 
as Moses commanded. He conveyed the ark 
of the covenant to Shiloh, and then set up the 
tabernacle for the worship of God, which was 
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there perpetuated for three hundred yeaxs. A& 
a ruler, he was impartial, and hence when a 
goodly Babylonish garment and a wedge of 
gold were coveted and taken by Achan, he 
adopted prompt and efficient means for detect- 
ing the transgressor, and punishing him and 
his house, so that ''that man perished not 
alone in his iniquity/' His courage as a soldier 
and his wisdom as a general are well known 
and proverbial, for he led the people on from 
conquering to conquer, till the necks of their 
enemies were given to them. As a legislator 
and chief magistrate of this mighty people, he 
divided the country by lot to the different 
tribes, as the Lord had enjoined. To prevent 
confusion and to guard against contention, he 
determined the distinct boundaries of each 
possession, and adjusted the government of the 
people conformably to the instructions he had 
received. You find in him a rare combination 
of the highest qualities of the statesman and 
the warrior. His whole heart was in the 
highest degree patriotic, under a system which 
required patriotism to take the form of rehgious 
obedience. Less brilliant than Moses, he was 
eminently fitted to succeed him, and like him 
was faithful in all his house. 

4. We may speak of the recognition of his 
character by others. There are not such fre- 
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quent allusions to him in the Bible as to his 
distinguished predecessor. The character of 
the man is overshadowed by the greatness of 
the events and circumstances amidst which he 
Kved. There are, however, independent testi- 
monies to his remarkable character and exalted 
worth. No man could win a higher or more 
honourable character than that given to him 
by the sacred writer who records his death, 
" Joshua the son of Nun, the SERVANT OF THE 
Lord, died." Ages after his death the reality 
of his mission and the truth of his prophetic 
character were attested to all IsraeL At the 
taking of Jericho he had uttered an imprecation 
on the man who should attempt to rebuild it, 
declaring that he should lay the foundation of 
it in his firstborn, and in his youngest son set 
up the gates of it ; that is, that he should lose 
all his children in the interval between laying 
the foundation and completing the walls. In 
the days of Ahab, five hundred and fifty yeara 
afterwards, Hiel the Bethelite presumptuously 
undertook to build Jericho. The threatened 
curse came upon him. " He laid the founda- 
tion thereof in Abiram his firstborn, and set up 
the gates thereof in his youngest son Segub, 
according to the word of the Lord, which He 
spake by Joshua the son of Nun," 1 Kings 
xvi. 34. 
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In some respects he appears to have been a 
type of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and 
as such is recognized in the New Testament. 
In the name he bore, the Greek form of which 
is Jesus, and in the salvation he instrumentally 
wrought out for the people by victories over 
their enemies, and by their settlement in the 
promised land, he, in some humble degree, sha- 
dowed forth the person and atoning work of our 
Lord, who conducts His people with infallible 
precision to that heavenly Sabbatism or Rest, 
which yet remaineth. The apostle Paul says, 
Heb. iv. 8, " If Joshua or Jesus had given 
them rest, then would he not afterward have 
spoken of another day ;" that is, if Joshua had 
conducted them to the perfect rest of (Jod, 
David or the Spirit of God in him would not 
afterward have spoken of another rest which 
still remaineth for the people of God, of which 
Canaan was a type. The Old and the New 
Testaments thus unite to prove that Joshua 
was not a fabulous hero, an equivocal prophet, 
or a deceitful man, but a* distinguished and 
honoured servant of Jehovah, consecrated to 
Him in early life, and kept faithful unto death. 
Let us not be slothful, but followers of them 
who through faith and patience inherit the 
promises. 

II. The more remarkable events he re- 
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CORDED. The whole book, which bears the 
name of Joshua, is deeply interesting, and 
would repay a careful and diligent perusal. 
It is less marked by ceremonial arrangements 
and practices than Exodus and Leviticus. Sus- 
taining towards the Pentateuch much the rela- 
tion of the Acts of the Apostles to the Four 
Gospels, it is rich in incidents of a remarkable 
kind, and interspersed with marvels, which 
cause us to exclaim, " Truth is strange, stranger 
far than fiction." A few only of the most 
important things which he mentions, and in 
which he is the chief agent under God, now 
claim our attention. 

1. The passage of the Jordan is the first in 
order. The joumeyings of the people began 
with the dividing of the Red Sea, and appro- 
priately terminated with the passage of the 
Jordan. This was the principal and most 
celebrated river of Canaan. Judging from the 
observation and testimony of modem travellers 
we conclude that it was in ancient times much 
larger than all the brooks and streams of the 
Holy Land united ; and excepting the Nile, 
by far the most considerable river either of the 
coast of Syria or of Barbary, though it appears 
to be less important at the present day than 
formerly. It took its rise properly as a river 
— ^though traced higher in its streams — ^near 
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the Lake of Tiberias, then ran one hundred 
and thirty miles, and emptied itself into the 
Dead Sea. It is a comparatively narrow, but 
strong and rapid river. During part of the 
year its waters are so low as to be fordable in 
many places, but in spring and early summer, 
when in consequence of the melting of the 
snow, on the mountains of Hermon and Leba- 
non, the river is in flood, it then " overflows 
all its banks."' Lying as this river did between 
the wilderness and Canaan it had to be passed 
in order that the people might reach the pro- 
mised land. It had probably been supposed 
by the Israelites themselves, and expected by 
the Canaanites, that the host would ford the 
river when the stream was low; but thSs 
if practicable would have been inconvenient, 
and would have been less effective for the inr 
vaders of the land. The time at which the 
passage was made was the barley harvest, or 
the spring equinox, when the waters were 
at their height, and consequently when the 
Canaanites felt secure, by the intervention of 
the full stream of the Jordan, from any imme- 
diate incursion of the Israelites. The course 
adopted in the wisdom of God was the miracu- 
lous one, which would demonstrate His presence 
and power. The people could have gone round 
by way of the Dead Sea, and thus have entered 
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the land by the south ; or, if taking the north- 
ern route, pontoons or temporary bridges could 
have been thrown across the river, by which 
they might have passed over. This however 
was not to be ; and a way was consequently 
opened which involved a more signal miracle 
even than the passage of the Red Sea. 

Behold Israel then after forty years once 
more on the borders of the promised land, 
" while Jordan rolled between.'^ They repose 
there for a time near the river, their foremost 
ranks being about a thousand yards from the 
brink. They have been properly warned of 
the contemplated passage, they are religiously 
prepared, and they have made suitable pro- 
vision for going over Jordan. They wait for 
the Divine command, and at length the event- 
ful day arrives. The tents are struck, the 
tabernacle is taken down and packed for re- 
moval, the standards advance, and the tribes 
dispose themselves in their usual marching 
order. The priests bearing " the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord of the whole earth " 
advance toward the river. As soon as their 
feet touch the stream the waters divide, the 
lower poi-tion of them running off to the Dead 
Sea, while those above stand still on a heap. 
The channel became dry, and a passage of 
seventeen or eighteen miles in breadth appears 

N 
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to have been thus opened, through i^hich the 
millions of Israel passed Without a word, with- 
out the lifting of a hand or a rod, the ^wonder 
was wrought. Nature owned and submitted 
to the presence of her (Jod. He spake, and it 
was done. The priests that bare the ark of 
the covenant stood in the bed of the liver till 
the multitude had passed over, opposite Jeiicha 
Then twelve men set up twelve stones in the 
bed of the river, selected from the place where 
the priests' feet had stood, intended to be a 
memorial of the wonderful event. When all 
was finished as the Lord commanded, and the 
priests bearing the ark came up " out of the 
midst of Jordan, and the soles of their feet 
were lifted up unto the dry land, it came to 
pass that the waters of Jordan returned unto 
their place, and flowed over all his banks, as 
they did before." This is one of the most 
signal and stupendous of the Old Testament 
miracles ; was well adapted to bind the hearts 
of the people to Joshua, to fill the invaded 
people with dismay, and to prepare for their 
easy conquest. It is an event which must be 
allowed to be miraculous or be utterjy denied, 
for it admits of no explanation on natural 
grounds. The stones set up at Gilgal in com- 
memoration of this great event were additional 
to those set in the river itself, and remained 
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to succeeding generations as memorials of the 
miracle. They would prove the most signal 
instance that conld be imagined of a monu- 
mental evidence for the truth of religion. 
Gilgal seems lost to modem observation ; but 
the relation in which Jericho and its plains 
stand to Jordan, is itself an enduring monu- 
ment of a wondrous fact. 

We will not however pass away from this 
memorable event without attempting some fur- 
ther improvement of its scenes. The passage 
of the Jordan supplies an apt and striking 
illustration of the passage that awaits us all 
from time to eternity. We have indeed no 
direct scriptural warrant for this use of the 
figure, but it has become familiar to us from 
the matchless allegory of BuNYAN, who repre- 
sents his pilgrims, Christian and Hopeful, as 
passing through a deep river, in order to reach 
the gate of the Celestial >City, to which they 
were conducted by the shining ones. We 
have the imagery pressed upon our attention 
in several poetic allusions in the Hymnology 
of the Christian Church to death as a dark 
river, or a- narrow stream, dividing the heavenly 
land from ours. ' And such is death, cold and 
dark and ever flowing. It intervenes between 
earth and heaven, between the visible and the 
invisible state. It must be forded by each one 
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of US, yet while the passage is often painful 
and perilous it is always safe to the believer, 
for the ark of the covenant goes before him, 
dividing the waves, and he is safely landed on 
the shores of the everlasting Canaan. We do 
well, my hearers, to pause in the career of 
time, and amid the cares, anxieties and dangers 
of life to ask, each one of his own heart, " If 
thou hast run with the footmen, and they have 
wearied thee, then how wilt thou do in the 
swelling of Jordan V* 

2. The Hebrew right to Canaan seems to be 
fully justified by a supernatural appearance to 
Joshua soon after his entrance on the land. 
Its possession by the tribes of Israel is set 
forth as a free gift of the Divine favour, from 
the original promise to Abraham, " Unto thy 
seed wiU I give this land." And God further 
said to the patriarch, "Arise, walk through 
the land in the length of it and in the breadth 
of it ; for I will give it unto thee.'' The pro- 
mised possession was delayed, "for the ini- 
quity of the Amorites was not yet full.'' This 
however they at length accomplished, and they 
then became a doomed people. On account of 
their nameless pollutions they were extirpated, 
and their land given to the descendants of 
Jacob, who in their turn were warned that if 
they defiled the land they should be cast out. 
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The Divine Justice has again been vindicated 
in the ejection of this, the chosen people. 
Their house is left desolate, and Jerusalem 
is trodden under foot of the Gentiles. The 
ancient promise to Abraham was renewed to 
Moses, and on the eve of the Jews entering 
Canaan, God denoted to Joshua the boundaries 
assigned to the Israelites. " Every place that 
the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that 
have I given unto you. From the wilderness 
and this Lebanon even unto the great river, 
the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, 
and unto the great sea toward the going down 
of the sun, shall be your coast." The people 
were not numerous enough at once to cover 
this extended territory, and it was not till 
the days of Daniel and Solomon that they 
fully possessed it. But the work of subjugation 
speedily began. 

To calm the fears and to encourage the hopes 
of Joshua, a vision was granted him. The 
people were in the plains of Jericho, they had 
eaten of the old com of the land, the manna 
had ceased, and they were preparing for the 
conquest of Jericho, "when Joshua lifted up 
his eyes, and behold there stood a man over 
against him with his sword drawn in his 
hand ; and Joshua went unto him, and said. 
Art thou for us, or for our adversaries ? And 
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he said, As captain of the host of the LoRD 
am I now come. And Joshua fell on his face 
to the earth, and did worship. And the captain 
of the Lord's host said unto Joshua, Loose thy 
shoe from off thy foot ; for the place whereon 
thou standest is holy,'' Josh. v. 13 — 15. There 
is every reason to believe that this was 
an appearance of Jehovah, the Angel of the 
covenant, the Captain of our salvation. In a 
previous verse God had spoken to Joshua, and 
here, in language identical with that in which 
Moses was addressed out of the bush, he was 
again spoken to. From this he would infer, 
that the speaker was a Divine person, that He 
would certainly be with him and the people, 
and conduct them to ultimate victory. He 
needed this encouragement ; for the enterprise 
was difficult and formidable, even to subdue 
many nations, powerful and warlike ; he had 
but recently been invested with the command 
of a people comparatively untried on the field 
of battle ; and he had seen enough of their 
provocations in the desert to feel the need of 
Divine guidance and support. And we, my 
brethren, need His presence and help, in the 
spiritual conflict in which we are engaged. 
And this is secured. He has said, " Lo, I am 
with you always." He will make you success- 
ful; bruise Satan under your feet shortly; 
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utterly dispossess your enemies, and, as your 
divine Joshua, give you security and rest. 
"Now thanks be to God, who giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ ! " 

3. In the order of events the conquest of 
Jericho now rises to our view. It was a large 
and strongly fortified city, and was to be the 
first conquest made by Israel in the land of 
Canaan. There was special preparation for its 
achievement. Spies were despatched to the 
city with a view to discover the feasibility of 
its capture, and to prepare the way for its 
accomplishment. Their mission tended to 
encourage the subsequent operations, for it 
showed that the inhabitants were greatly 
alarmed at the advance of the Israelites, in 
consequence of the signal miracles which had 
marked their course from Egypt to the Jordan. 
Rahab, whose faith is commended by an apostle, 
received these spies with peace, and " perished 
not with them that believed not.'' There is 
reason to conclude that she became a wor- 
shipper of the true and only Grod, and secured 
her own eternal salvation. This we certainly 
know, that she was honoured with the dis- 
tinction of being an ancestor of Christ according 
to the flesh, and thus a pledge was given of the 
ultimate ingathering of the Gentile nations to 
the redeemed church of the Saviour. 
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No city was ever besieged or conquered 
after the mode of Jericho. The whole army of 
Ismel marched around it once daily, for six 
days. They were preceded by the ark, before 
which marched seven priests bearing "seven 
trumpets of rams' horns." On the seventh 
day the city was compassed not once only, but 
seven times, and on the completion of the 
seventh circuit, the priests blew a long blast, 
on hearing which the army, as previously 
instructed, raised a loud shout, and the wall of 
the city feU down flat, ajffording free and open 
access to the besiegers. All its guilty inhabi- 
tants were destroyed, save Bahab and her 
household. The silver, the gold, and the brass 
were preserved, and consecrated unto the Lord. 

The whole procedure was one which exercised 
the faith of the invaders, alike in the means of 
conquest and the delay in its fulfilment. " By 
faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they 
had been compassed about seven days,'* Heb. 
xi. 30. Thus we see the awful severity of 
God in punishing sin and fulfilling His threat- 
enings, none of which any more than His 
promises fall to the ground. And here we 
have an illustration of the way in which His 
work of redeeming mercy is accomplished. 
The citadels of error, infidelity and heathenism 
shall fall, as the result of the patient believing 
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endeavour of the Christian Church, but in such 
a manner as to confirm the declaration, " Not 
by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, 
saith the Lord." An instrumentality as feeble 
as that of rams' horns, if constantly and believ- 
ingly plied, shall become "mighty through 
God to the pulling down of strong holds; 
casting down imaginations, and every high 
thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge 
of God, and bringing into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Christ." The 
weapons of our warfare are not carnal but 
spiritual, and our motto, as that of old, should 
be, " The sword of the Lord, and of Gideon." 

4. A series of miracles marked the invest- 
ment and subjugation of the cities of Canaan, 
which proved that the work though awful was 
of Divine arrangement. The capture of Ai 
followed that of Jericho. To this succeeded 
the submission of the men of Gibeon, an im- 
portant city, a few miles to the north of 
Jerusalem. This led the kings of the country, 
at the call of Adonizedec, king of Jerusalem, 
into a confederation, and they marched against 
Gibeon with their whole imited force to destroy 
it. Joshua, with a large body of picked men, 
hastily departed from the camp at Gilgal to 
raise the siege. He fell suddenly upon the 
allied forces, and they fled. The interest of 
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this great day was not so much in the battle 
as in the pursuit. A tempest of hailstones, such 
as could only be found in the East, helped the 
Israelites by destroying more of their enemies 
than had fallen by the sword. This was the 
doing of the Lord, as it was not only unex- 
ampled, except in the case of Egypt, but it 
occurred at the precise time when it was 
needed to complete the work of destruction. 
Moreover the fugitives were alone visited by 
it, while the pursuers, who could not have 
been at any great distance behind, were unin- 
jured. 

The pursuit continued, and as the day began 
to decline the confederated kings hoped in the 
darkness of night to reach their strong towns, 
and afterward collect their scattered forces on 
the field. Aware of the importance of this 
victory if made complete, and doubtless guided 
by wisdom from above, Joshua cried aloud, 
" Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon ; and thou. 
Moon, in the valley of Ajalon." And the Lord 
heard him, for "the sun stood still, and the 
moon stayed, until the people had avenged 
themselves upon their enemies/' " There was 
no day like that before it or after it, that the 
Lord hearkened unto the voice of a man.'' It 
is true that the sun does not revolve around 
the earth, but the earth aroimd the sun. Yet 
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the philosopher, as well as the common people, 
speaks of the rising and setting of the sun, 
and to this popular apprehension Joshua 
addressed himself in the hearing of IsraeL 
Whether the miracle was effected by the cessa- 
tion of the earth's motion round the sun, or 
whether the light of the sun and moon was 
supematurally prolonged by atmospherical re- 
fraction, or in some other way, we attempt not 
to decide. It is enough for us to know that 
nothing is too hard for the Lord, and that this 
miracle was a real and stupendous one. The 
prayer of Joshua, which called for it, must 
indeed have been a word of faith. His man- 
date was public, and its palpable fulfilment, in 
the sight of the people, must have strengthened 
their confidence in their leader. The book of 
Jasher, in which it was fully recorded, was 
probably an authentic book of Hebrew annals ; 
and though this has perished, the Inspired 
Book, which bears the name of Joshua sur- 
vives, and will be handed down to the remotest 
generations. 

III. We have certain incidental con- 
firmations OF the truth of these events. 
They are miraculous, and are to be judged of, 
not by the ordinary rules which prevail in the 
course of nature, but by principles which har- 
monize with the Revelation of the written 
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Word If true, as we affirm them to be, they 
are of God ; and if so we shall find, — 

1. That they were worthy of their great 
Author. Be it then remembered that the 
whole world had sunk into gross and abomi- 
nable idolatry, that God had resolved to make 
one people the depository of revealed truth 
and religious worship, and that in order to 
efiect this He promised to place them in 
Canaan, which occupied a central position, and 
from which they would be enabled eventually 
to benefit all the nations of the earth. This 
arrangement could only be carried into effect 
by miracle. The Israelites unaided could not 
have subdued the land. The inhabitants were 
numerous and warlike. Their cities were for- 
tified by nature and by art, and their resources 
were varied and prodigious. The Hebrew 
people were not military, and their pow^er as 
an invading force without Divine aid would 
have been feeble in the extreme. They scarcely 
obtained a victory without a miracle, and when 
they forsook God they were compelled to flee 
before their enemies. All the supernatural 
events which attended their progress in Canaan 
were worthy of the Divine government when 
it undertook to defend and presei*ve a favoured 
people. The crimes which defiled the land 
and polluted the nations of Canaan were of so 
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revolting and abominable a nature, that they 
deserved to be destroyed as Admah and 
Zeboim, those cities of the plain, which endured 
the vengeance of fire. The mode of their 
punishment was a testimony from God to the 
foolishness of idolatry. These nations had gods 
of the hills and of the valleys, but none could 
save them ; they worshipped the heavenly 
bodies and the elements of nature, but these 
were turned to their destruction; that the 
world might learn that Jehovah is the only 
God, the everlasting King. 

2. These miracles are recognized as such in 
the Bible generally. Not a word is anywhere 
uttered in its pages to throw doubt or dis- 
credit upon them. The historic and other 
Psalms abound with allusions to the truth of 
the wonders recorded by Joshua. Distinct 
reference is made to the most stupendous 
wonder of the whole, by an inspired prophet, 
who in that sublime devotional composition, 
called a prayer of Habakkuk, after recounting 
in lofty poetic phrase the miracles of the 
desert, says, " The sun and moon stood still 
in their habitation *' (chap. iii.). And in the 
same ode he thus alludes to the conquest of 
Canaan, " Thou didst march through the land 
in indignation, Thou didst thresh the heathen 
in anger. Thou didst strike through with his 



190 . THE CREDIBILITY OF 

staves the head of his villages.'' The miracles 
of Joshua are recognized in the New Testa- 
ment ; the book that bears his name was 
incorporated with the canon of the Old Testa- 
ment as completed in the days of Nehemiah, 
and was found in that volume which our Lord 
and His apostles regarded as the Scriptures of 
truth. 

3. The objections brought to these miracles 
are not sustained by a single fact. Opposing 
theories are indeed constructed, and difficulties 
suggested, but they all die out when we re- 
member that with God all things are possible, 
that the universe is in His hands, and that He 
can stop the motion of the whole or of a part 
of it with more ease than we can stop the 
motions of a watch. He is excellent in coun- 
sel, and wonderful in working. Specific objec- 
tions to these events when weighed in the 
balances, are found wanting. The plea that 
the people were too numerous to pass over 
Jordan, would be as valid if brought against 
the transit of hundreds of thousands as of 
millions. The land given them to possess was 
sufficiently large for all their tribes and families. 
Even now the land of Palestine is inhabited 
by about two millions of people, and yet large 
portions of it are waste and desolate. The 
gradual dispossession of the original inhabi- 
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tants, on the ground that otherwise " the 
beasts of the field" would so increase as to 
interfere with the safety of the people, is in 
accordance with facts which have been ob- 
served in modem times. Nothing therefore 
invalidates this record of miracles, while all 
the credible testimony we can appeal to con- 
firms the declaration of Stephen to the Jews, 
" Our fathers came in with Joshua into the 
possession of the Gentiles, whom God drave 
out before the face of our fathers, unto the days 
of David," Acts vii 45. 

What then shall we say to these things? 
Behold the severity and the goodness of God ! 
In the former we are warned against all that 
would tempt Him to forsake and cast us off 
for ever; and in the latter we may find en- 
couragement to believe that if we go forth in 
search of a better country, that is a heavenly 
one, the God of Israel wUl be our Guide and 
Rereward. He will conduct us through fire 
and water to a wealthy place, and put us into 
the everlasting possession oi a land more 
blessed than Eden or Canaan, fairer than 
earth ever saw ; and to a city of superlative 
glory, the foundations of which shall never be 
removed. To this country we belong, in. virtue 
of our heavenly birth ; we are citizens of no 
mean city, Jerusalem which is above and free. 
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We are travelling through the wilderness, we 
shall soon pass over Jordan, and as our eman- 
cipated spirits shall be caught up from the 
divided wave of death it shall be given to us 
to look gratefully and wonderingly back on the 
past, and then to be welcomed into everlasting 
habitations, where we shall sit down with 
Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the king- 
dom of heaven. May God grant this of His 
infinite mercy, for the Lord Jesus' saka 
Amen! 
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LECTURE VIL 

THE CONNECTION OF THE JEWISH AND 
CHRISTIAN DISPENSATIONS. 



Hebrews i. 1, 2. 

*' God, wlio at sundry times and in divers manners spake in 
time past nnto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these 
last days spoken unto us by His Son, whom He hath 
appointed heir of all things, by whom also He made the 
worlds." 

There is in the history of those successive 
Dispensations of revealed truth under which 
God has been pleased to place man as a fallen 
creature, a constant progress toward perfection, 
both in the nature and methods of the religious 
teaching conveyed, and in the worship enjoined. 
This gradual advancement is in harmony with 
the operations of the Deity in every other 
department of His works and ways. In the 
creation of the world, as described in the sacred 
writiogs, we observe Divine power advancing 
from the creation of simple elements to 
compound substances, from imorganized to 
organized bodies, from inanimate to animated 
beings, and from irrational and perishing 
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creatures to intelligent and immortal man. 
Each individual production of the separate 
species also gradually advances to its perfec- 
tion ; the tree puts forth the bud, the blossom, 
and then the fruit ; the blade grows into the 
stalk, bearing the ear, and at length the full 
and ripe com ; the gleam of light above the 
horizon, in the morning, increases to the per- 
fect day; man advances from infeuicy to 
childhood and youth, and then to manhood. 
So it is with the Providence of heaven. Its 
momentous designs are only gradually worked 
out, amidst a delay which some are apt to 
count slackiiess, unmindftd of the fact, that 
"one day is with the Lord as a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as one day.*' In 
like manner the revelation of God's saving 
plan of mercy has only been gradually unfolded 
to the world, through the medium of the 
Patriarchal, Mosaic, and Christian dispensa- 
tions. Each one has been in advance of that 
which preceded it. The obscure promise first 
made, at the period of the faU, that the seed 
of the woman should bruise the serpent's head, 
was the germ of hope, designed to counteract 
the wretchedness of deep despair, and in the 
course of time it unfolded and expanded into 
many exceeding great and precious promises 
of grace and glory. This conformity of the 
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Bible to nature and to Providence constitutes 
one argument among many for the Divinity of 
its origin. It is the workmanship of God, 
whose way is perfect, and who will not forsake 
the work of His own hand. 

These various Dispensations may be looked 
upon as an ever-enlarging series of probationary 
exercises upon human nature, and as different 
methods by which God has been pleased to 
place man in a state of trial for eternity. 
Adam, in Paradise, was tried in his individual 
capacity, under the most favourable circum- 
stances, but amidst which he fell, and proved 
himself unworthy of eternal life. This failure 
made way, through the Divine benevolence, 
for the introduction of another method of pro- 
bation. This was found in the Patriarchal 
economy, which was a grand illustration of the 
advantages of the domestic constitution, in 
which the individual mind was not left to 
itself, but placed under the guidance and con- 
trol of others, to which privilege was added 
the condescending intimation of mercy, made 
to the first man bom of woman, " If thou 
doest well, shalt thou not be accepted ? and if 
thou doest not well, sin" (a sin offering) " lieth 
at the door." Notwithstanding all the advan- 
tages of this economy mankind failed generally 
to recover by its means the saving knowledge 
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of God, and the earth became corrupt and full 
of violence. The next step in advance was the 
Mosaic dispensation, which embraced a nation, 
who were placed under a Theocracy, God being 
their King, and who were favoured with laws 
and ordinances of a peculiar kind All this^ 
however, feiled to secure a holy, obedient 
people, for they turned aside to folly, and be- 
came excessively coiTupt. A new and final 
dispensation was set up in the wisdom of God 
by the advent of the Messiah. That which 
the law could not do, in that it was weak 
through the flesh, was to be accomplished by 
the mission of the Son of God, who, as a sacri- 
fice for sin, condemned sin in the flesh. The 
gospel abrogated all national exclusive privi- 
leges, and made overtures of mercy to the 
world at large, oflering salvation alike to the 
Gentile and the Jew. 

Now all these dispensations of religion are 
substantially one. The books of holy Scripture 
which reveal them, though written at diflTerent 
times and in different languages, and while 
discovering a variety in their style and manner 
of composition, arising from the fact that they 
were produced under the most widely diflTering 
circumstances, are yet wonderfully harmonious 
in their teachings respecting every kind of 
truth. Truth is always consistent with itself, 
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but falsehood is frequently detected by its 
want of congruity. The application of this 
test to the Bible shows that there is a unity 
of design pervading the entire Book, which 
demonstrates its veracity. It is indeed evident 
that there are many things in it hard to be 
understood, but there are none that are con- 
tradictory. There may even be things in it 
which we find it difficult to reconcile with 
other well-known things ; but the harmony of 
those we can comprehend, should lead us to 
conclude that these apparent discrepancies arise 
rather from our inability to discern some points 
of contact and agreement, than from any 
deficiency in the proof. Eevelation as yet is a 
magnificent but unfinished plan, parts of which 
only are patent to our observation ; and criti- 
cism on it as a whole, while yet incomplete, 
so far as its results are concerned, must be 
defective, if not premature. Up to the point, 
however, that we can understand and compare, 
we find agi*eement and harmony, such as the 
most elaborate imposture must faU to secure. 
This is especially the case with the Law and 
the GospeL The subject of our present Lec- 
ture, — The connection of the Jewish and 
Christian Dispensations, — ^will illustrate this. 
Consider what I say ; and the Lord give you 
understanding in all things ! 
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I. There are some general principles which 
we have already, in former Lectures, attempted 
to establish, the truth of which we do well to 
remember now as the starting point of our 
present investigation. 

In the first place, each of these Dispensations 
professes to be a Revelation from God. They 
are not represented as the discoveries of Moses 
or Isaiah, as the products of the wisdom of 
Paul or Apollos, but as the direct manifestation 
of the greatly diversified wisdom of Grod. 

Then, secondly, they both furnish evidence 
of being a revelation from heaven, not only in 
the miracles by which they are attested, but 
also in the events they record. The Pentateuch 
chronicles the date of the world, and sings the 
birth of time ; it describes the origin of the 
human family, and the settlement of the 
nations of the earth ; it depicts the ravages of 
the Deluge, and the origin of the confusion of 
Tongues. The most severe and minute exami- 
nation of these points, by an appeal to the 
fects of science and history, and to human con- 
sciousness, has resulted in the confirmation of 
their truth. Christianity in like manner is 
buUt upon facts, and none of these have been 
disproved. Has any one been able to show 
that no such person as Jesus Christ ever lived, 
and died, and rose again? Did any person 
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ever prove that Christianity did not come forth 
from Judea, attended with manifestations of 
unwonted power ? Surely not. We therefore 
stand not wholly on the defensive, but interro- 
gate the objector, and demand. How came 
Judaism with its peculiar rites into the world, 
but on the supposition that the Old Testa- 
ment is historically true ? And how came the 
Christian Church into existence, but on the 
supposition of the historical truth of the New 
Testament ? 

And yet once more, each of these Dispensa- 
tions appeals to the other for evidence of its 
truth. The Hebrew seer predicted the advent 
and glory of the gospel economy. The kingdom 
of the Messiah was set forth typically and 
prophetically, in the religious books of the 
Jews, beginning with Moses and ending with 
MalachL We find a fulfilment of these de- 
scriptions in the person, character, and history 
of Jesus Christ, and in the establishment and 
extension of the Christian church. AU the 
weight of Old Testament prophecy and type 
goes to confirm the Gospel On the other 
hand, our Lord and His apostles refer to the 
law and the prophets, as being of God. They 
do not undervalue Moses, but highly exalt him. 
They make not mere casual allusions to his 
writings, but repeated, full, and demonstrative 
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referencea The great Teacher HimRftlf said, 
"The scribes and the Hiarisees sit in Moses' 
seat: all therefore whatsoever they bid yon 
observe, that observe and do/' Matt xxiii 2, 3. 
The inspired apostles of the Lamb with similar 
frequency and point indicate that the Law and 
the Gk)spel are mutually interpretativa Peter, 
as might be expected, who was the apostle of 
the circumdsion, amply alludes in his preaching 
and writings to the Mosaic rites and Hebrew 
church. And even Paul, the apostle of the 
nations, is not a whit behind him in these 
referencea Before Agrippa, and when a 
prisoner at Kome, he makes specific alltision 
to Moses and the prophets. In one of his 
epistles he points out from the language of 
Moses the vast difference between the right- 
eousness of works and the righteousness of frdth, 
Eom. X. 3 — 8. And in another, he quotes as 
&cts of history, from Moses, the sad examples 
of three-and-twenty thousand fEdling in one 
day, of others destroyed of serpents, and yet of 
others destroyed of the destroyer, 1 Cor. x. 8 — 
10. Even after the resurrection of our Loixl, 
in His last recorded sayings to His disciples, 
we hear Him say, " These are the words which 
I spake unto you while I was yet with you, 
that all things must be fulfilled, which were 
written in the law of Moses and in the prophets^ 
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and in the psalms, concerning me." These, 
then, are the great principles which underlie 
the entire Book, and which link together in 
chains of light and love the two great Testa- 
ments or Covenants of God wit hmen. From 
these general considerations we proceed, 

II. To observe that important differences 
obtain between them. The principle which 
pervades them may be one, while the strength 
and clearness of its development may be mani- 
fold. As the rivulet may swell into a river, 
and the little cloud out of the sea may so 
expand as to cover the heavens, the stream of 
mercy may deepen and extend in its onward 
course, and the showers of blessing, at one 
time limited to a single land, may eventually 
descend on all the earth. The law was given 
by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus 
Christ. "God, who at sundry times and in 
divers manners spake to the fathers by the 
prophets, hath in these last days spoken to 
us by His Son." In the two Dispensations 
there are marked and allowed differences, but 
all these are in favour of the GospeL 

1. We may remark that they differ in 
form. The shadow is gone, but the substance 
remains. The Law was admirably adapted. by 
its elementary and symbolical character to the 
tastes, and habits, and attainments of a people 
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like the Israelitea Under it visible things 
were appointed to be symbols of the invi- 
sible ; the palpable became the type of the 
spiritual, and evanescent objects the represen- 
tatives of things which cannot be shaken. 
This was deliberately planned and openly pre- 
dicted, as where the prophet glancing at the 
times of the Messiah declared, " They shall say 
no more, The ark of the covenant of the Lord : 
neither shall it come to mind: neither shall 
they visit it. At that time they shall call 
Jerusalem the throne of the Lord, and all the 
nations shall be gathered unto it," Jer. iii 
16, 17. 

The two dispensations exhibit the relation 
of prophecy to its fulfilment. The rigid and 
exacting character of the Law was softened, 
and the whole rendered attractive by its con- 
tinuous allusions to the coming of the Saviour. 
Under emblems, drawn from the most beau- 
tiful and valuable objects in nature. His per- 
sonal properties and oflices were represented, 
as when He is called the Righteous Branch, 
the Rose of Sharon, the Hiding-place, the Sha^ 
dow of a Rock, the Star of Jacob, and the Sun 
of Righteousness. An unbroken chain of pro- 
mise and prediction, extending from the com- 
mencement to the close of the economy, served 
to encourage the hopes and to animate the 
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souls of the faithful, while desiring the day of 
Christ. To all this succeeded, in the fulness of 
time, a complete fulfilment of the prophecies 
which went before. In review of these, Peter 
could say to the people of Jerusalem, "Unto 
you first God, having raised up His Son Jesus, 
sent Him to bless you, in turning away every 
one of you from his iniquities." 

It therefore appears evident that the believ- 
ing intelligent acceptance of the New Testa- 
ment not only involves a recognition of the 
Divine origin of the Old, but supplies the key 
which unlocks its hidden treasures, and from 
which we can draw a vast number of beautiful 
images, all illustrating the glory of Christ. 
Many things that transpired under the Law 
are aimless and unmeaning but as they have 
respect to Him, and others lose more than half 
their value if not interpreted in relation to the 
Son of man. The mystic ladder of Jacob is 
referred to as an emblem of His mediation, 
while the manna and streams of the desert are 
brought forth as types of Him. The appoint' 
ment of the scapegoat and the sacrifice of the 
great day of atonement were shadows of good 
things to come, to be realized in the person and 
sacrifice of ImmanueL The cities of refuge and 
the serpent of brass presented typical phases 
of His mediatorial undertaking. 
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2. The dispensations differ in degree. The 
morning and the evening are one day. The 
child and the man are one person. The two 
economies in like manner are essentially one, 
only differing in the clearness of their light and 
the perfection of their discoveries. Hence the 
evangelical prophet Isaiah writes, " Since the 
beginning of the world men have not heard, ' 
nor perceived by the ear, neither hath the eye 
seen, O God, beside Thee, what He hath pre- 
pared for him that waiteth for Him ;" and the 
apostle Paul, quoting these words, could add, 
in relation to the things which God hath thus 
prepared for them that love Him, " But God 
liath revealed them unto us by His Spirit.** 
The Gospel is immeasurably superior to the 
Law. You see this in the dignity of the 
Person who introduced it. That Moses was a 
truly great and good man we have fully 
demonstrated ; he was, however, but a man. In 
Christ we find the Divine and human natures 
meet, for the Son of man thought it not rob- 
bery to claim a full equality with God. Once 
the Eternal Father spake from Sinai, through 
a creature ; but now from heaven, through 
His only begotten Son. The power of the one 
was limited and derived, while that of the 
other was absolute and underived. Conse- 
quently the acts of the Saviour were more 
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illustrious than those of Moses, and He assumed 
an authority in teaching peculiariy His own. 
"I that speak unto thee am He;'' "Verily, 
verily, I say unto you." His miracles were 
wrought in His own name, and by His own 
power, and not, as in the case of Moses and 
others, in the name and by the power of 
another. They had more of a moral and gra- 
cious character belonging to them than many 
which belonged to the former dispensation. 
In the one case water was turned into blood, 
in the other it was changed into wine. The 
wonders wrought by the Saviour were not 
terrific inflictions of judgment, but were rather 
acts of benevolent power, in healing the sick, 
cleansing the leper, giving sight to the blind, 
and hearing to the deaf. They were often 
symbolical of, and closely connected with, acts 
of grace. Our Lord, in giving sight to the 
blind, proclaimed Himself the light of the 
world ; and standing at the grave of Lazarus 
announced Himself to be the Resurrection and 
the Life. In healing a paralytic He proclaimed 
the forgiveness of sin, that it might be known 
that the Son of man had power on earth to 
forgive sins. 

The manifestations of Deity are more gra- 
cious under the Gospel than they were under 
the Law. The same Lord appears in both, 
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rich in mercy to all that call upon Him, slow 
to anger, and ready to forgive ; but He reveals 
Himself not mainly as the Ruler, but as the 
Father of mankind; and, while proclaiming 
His holiness, now declares Himself to be the 
God of Love. The severe and condemnatory 
aspect of the Law is met by the overtures joi 
the Gospel, and God is seen, not stooping from 
heaven with aU the intimations of terrible 
majesty, but as reconciling the world unto 
HimseK 

Nor is it unimportant to observe the entire 
freedom from burdensome rites and ceremonies 
that marks the glorious Gospel of the blessed 
God. The Law was encumbered with painful, 
laborious, and costly services, beginning with 
circumcision, and enjoining a series of obser- 
vances that constituted a yoke which the 
fathers were unable to bear. In contrast with 
this the Redeemer exclaims, " My yoke is easy, 
and my burden is light." Christianity is dis- 
tinguished from every form of heathenism and 
false religion, and even from the earlier Dis- 
pensations of divinely revealed truth, by the 
limited number and simple nature of its positive 
institutes, the rites of which are not painful, 
as are those of idolatry, nor burdensome as 
were the Jewish ceremonies, but pleasant in 
their observance, and easy of performance by 
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all ou whom they are enjoined. "Now if 
that first covenant had been faultless, then 
should no place have been found for the second. 
For finding fault with them He saith, Behold, 
the days come, saith the Lord, when I will 
make a new covenant with the house of Israel ; 
not according to the covenant I made with 
their fathers, when I took them by the hand 
to lead them out of the land of Egypt. I wiU 
put my laws into their mind, and write them in 
their hearts ; and I will be to them a God, and 
they shall be to me a peopla" Ye see your 
calling, brethren. Ye are not under the Law, 
but under grace. Stand fast therefore in the 
liberty wherewith Christ maketh you free. 

3. These dispensations differ in the extent 
to which their benefits are conveyed. Juda- 
ism was especially adapted to one favoured 
locality, and to one peculiar people. Its pro- 
visions were so local, and its institutions so 
limited, as to prove that they were not intended 
for the world at large. Its principal rites were 
only adapted to a people of Oriental origin 
and habit. Its saving benefits, except in a few 
extraordinary cases, were confined to one chosen 
community. Of all the families of the earth 
the family of Abraham alone was interested in 
them ; of all the tribes of men the tribes of 
Israel alone shared them ; of all the nations 
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of the world the Jewish nation alone enjoyed 
them. This is not the case with Chiistianily, 
which is happily adapted to man under all the 
varieties of his social and political condition. 
It is not adjusted to the peculiarities of any 
one nation more than another, but contem- 
plates the recovery and renovation of the whole 
race. Light is not more adapted to the eye, 
or friendship to the heart ; the running stream 
and mountain air are not more suited to human 
need than is the gospel to the moral necesfflties 
of man. External nature is every way fitted 
to his physical frame, and Christianity is 
equally well adjusted to his spiritual wants 
and longings, his hopes and fears. It pro- 
claims the unity of the race, that God has 
made of one blood aU nations of men ; that all 
have sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God ; and that the atonement of Jesus Christ 
has supplied the means of forgiveness, the 
efficacy of which extends to all who believe 
" He is the propitiation for our sins, and not 
for ours only, but for the sins of the whole 
world." 

And the remedial power of the gospel has 
been tested, and proved efficient To persons 
of all characters and conditions it has proved 
the power of God unto salvation. Men of 
every clime and colour, civilized and savage. 
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have been brought under its purifying and en- 
nobling influence. In the arctic and the torrid 
zones, on the ice-bound cliffs of Greenland and 
the banks of the voluptuous Ganges, from the 
Tiber to the Thames, it has turned men from 
dumb idols to the worship of the living God, 
and made them the partakers of a Divine 
nature. Its hallowed influence is felt by all 
who receive it, and its benevolent power is 
exerted in mitigating every form of evil and 
in diffusing every variety of good. 

The extended benevolence of Christianity, * 
while proving that it is wonderfully in advance 
of the former dispensation, does not however 
place it in antagonism to the Mosaic economy. 
The Hebrew prophets ascended the mount of 
vision, looked down the vista of coming years, 
and predicted a time when the church should 
be enlarged by the accession of the Gentile 
nations ; and the church herself breathed out 
the prayer, " God be merciful to us and bless 
us, and cause thy face to shine upon us, that 
thy way may be known upon earth, and thy 
saving health among all nations." 

4. We yet further observe that these dis- 
pensations differ in duration. The patriarchal 
dispensation lasted more than two thousand 
years, and brightened toward the close. Juda- 
ism continued for at least fifteen hundred 
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years, and then having gradually waxed old 
was permitted to die out. Its glory was to 
be done away, or to be merged in the greater 
glory that excelleth. Mutability was stamped 
upon its institutions, and these having served 
the design of its establishment were all shaken 
and removed, and like the fabric of a vision 
departed. The temple is destroyed, the Jew- 
ish Sabbaths are abolished, and the sacrifices 
are at an end. The prophecy is fulfilled which 
declared, " The children of Israel shall abide 
many days without a king, and without a 
sacrifice, and without an ephod, and without 
teraphim,'' Hos. iii 4. 

In remarkable contrast to this appears the 
permanent and immutable character of tiie 
GospeL We receive a kingdom that cannot 
be moved. When the Babylonian an4 Medo- 
Persian, when the Grecian and Boman mo- 
narchies had flourished and decayed, " the God 
of heaven set up a kingdom which shall nevef 
be destroyed, or be left to other people, but shall 
stand for ever.^' This embraces things which 
cannot be shaken, and which consequently 
remain. The place that Christianity occupies 
will not be left void or be filled by another 
system of religious truth. No other method 
of redeeming, pardoning, and accepting men 
will be devised and carried into effect More 



AND CHRISTIAN DISPENSATIONS. 211 

than eighteen hundred years have elapsed 
smce the foundations of this kingdom were 
laid, and now without one proof of internal 
feebleness or external decay, it is enlarging its 
boundaries and bidding defiance to its foes. 
" Walk about Zion, and go round about her ; 
tell the towers thereof Mark ye well her 
bulwarks, consider her palaces; that ye may 
tell it to the generation following. For this 
God is our God for ever and ever."' 

We lay it down as a iStiird proposition which 
we mean to establish, that in all essential truths 
these Dispensations perfectly harmonize. 

This agreement is expected and required. On 
the supposition that they both come forth from 
God, we conclude that they will exhibit the 
most complete agreement. Unity without 
uniformity is a law pervading all departments 
of creative energy and providential govern- 
ment, and may well be expected in revelation. 
This proves its integrity and consistency, with- 
out which it would be what all human systems 
have ever been, a tissue of expedients and a 
series of experiments, changing not only in 
form, but also in principle. The Bible is how- 
ever like its great Author, the same yesterday, 
to-day, and for ever. Revelation stands on the 
high vantage groimd of immutability. The 
purposes and plans of men are often altered 
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by the force of circumstances, for they design 
more than they can execute, and they cannot 
command events. Their intentions are inter- 
rupted in the process of their development, or 
their plans are improved as they advance to 
maturity. But nothing of this kind belongs to 
God. He sees the end &om the b^inning, 
and commands absolutely all the agents and 
influences needful for the accomplishment of 
His designs, saying, '' My counsel shall stand, 
and I wiU fulfil all my pleasure." 

The impossibility of two divergent or op- 
posing plans of salvation is definitely recognized 
in the Scriptures of truth. If the former Dis- 
pensation revealed one method of redemption, 
and the latter a totally distinct one, there 
would be an amoimt of confusion and imper- 
fection which would speak of the earth earthy, 
rather than of heaven and of that perfect Being 
'' who is light, and in whom is no darkness at 
alL" But the plan is one. Early hope has 
conducted to the scenes of Calvary, and later 
confidence goes back to the Saviour, there 
extended on the tree. "Neither is there 
salvation in any other ; for there is none other 
name under heaven given among men, whereby 
we must be saved.'' Of the noble men whose 
memories are embahned by an apostle, as a 
great cloud of witnesses, he declared, " These 
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all died in faith," while to us on whom the 
ends of the world are come, it is said, " Re- 
ceiving the end of your faith, even the salva- 
tion of your souls, of which salvation the 
prophets have inquired and searched dili- 
gently, who prophesied of the grace that 
should come unto you/' 

The harmony we are thus led to expect, is 
found and variously illustrated in the facts and 
doctrines of the old and new covenants. The 
only difficulty we feel in presenting them to 
you in our limited space, arises from their am- 
plitude. We will however classify and condense 
a few of these under three separate divisions. 

1. They both recognize the same historic 
facts. The Mosaic account of the creation of 
the world is certified by the New Testament, 
which declares that " the worlds were formed 
by the word of God.'' The woe, affliction, 
and death which pervade the world, and afiect 
all the children of men, are traced up in both 
records to the apostasy of man. " God made 
man upright, but they have sought out many 
inventions,'' wrote the author of Ecclesiastes. 
" The first man is of the earth earthy ; in Adam 
all die," declared the Apostle Paul. The 
Deluge, described with minuteness in its moral 
and physical causes by Moses, is recognized by 
our Lord and by the apostles, as an actual 
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catastrophe. All the more promiiient &ct8 of 
Old Testament history are VCTified in their 
detaik by the New Testament writers. There 
is indeed scarcely an incident, relating to places 
or persons, narrated in the former, which is 
not in one way or another endorsed in the 
latter. 

2. They both recognize and teach the same 
doctrines. A body of divinity compiled firom 
the Old Testament could readily be supported 
in every article of faith by statements drawn 
from the New. Does David say, " I believed, 
therefore have I spoken"? Paul quotes the 
statement, and adds, " We also believe, and 
therefore speaf The cardinal truths of re- 
vealed religion are the same in every aga 
The unity and perfection of God stands out as 
a distinguishing doctrine of the Bible. " Hear, 
Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord,'' was 
the teaching of Moses, and the apostles with 
equal clearness proclaim the unity of the God- 
head. The mysterious subsistence of three 
persons, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, in one 
God, clearly taught in the New Testament, is 
variously unfolded, though with light less 
clear and perfect, by Moses and the prophets. 
The perpetual obligation of the moral law is 
accepted as a truth by the apostle, when he 
inquires, " Is the law against the prcmiises V 
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and answers, " God forbid ! '* The most graphic 
and affecting descriptions of human depravity 
are culled from the Old Testament, and pre- 
sented in terrible array, in the third chapter 
of the Bomans, to prove that Jew and Gentile 
are alike guilty before God. The nature and 
necessity of an atonement for sin are pro- 
claimed under the Law, and with more than 
equal clearness in the GospeL " It is the 
blood that maketh an atonement," said Moses ; 
" Without the shedding of blood there is no 
remission,"' writes Paul, while John adds, " The 
blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all 
sm. 

The work of the Holy Spirit is exhibited as 
all-important to human conversion and salva- 
tion under both dispensations. The doctrine 
of justification by faith is proved in relation to 
Abraham, and then to all the faithful, who are 
blessed with him. The practical power of 
faith, as seen in the patriarchs, who under its 
influence renounced the world, obeyed the 
Divine command, and went forth in quest of a 
better country, is held up to our imitation by 
the great cloud of witnesses who encompass us. 
The doctrine of a church, as embodied in 
ancient Israel, is transferred with all its sub- 
stantial benefits to believers in Christ, who are 
"a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a 




216 THE CONNBCnON OF THE JEWISH 

peculiar people/' The election of grace, taught 
to Elijah, is written in letters of living light in 
the gospel and epistles. You cannot imagine 
a conformity of doctrinal truth more complete 
and happy than these books of the Old and 
New Testaments present. 

3. They both concur in the same revelationa 
The intimations of things yet to come are 
found in both. The reality of an invisible 
world is taught under the two .economies, and 
the ascension of the Son of Qod is a glorious 
sequel to the translation of Enoch and Elijah. 
The resurrection of the human body, proclaimed 
by Job and Daniel, is authenticated by our 
blessed Lord. The fact of a final judgment, 
which runs through the teachings of Judaism, 
is fully revealed by Him who has brought 
immortality to light. " God hath appointed a 
day, in the which He will judge the world in 
righteousness, by that man whom He hath 
ordained, whereof He hath given assurance 
imto all men, in that He hath raised TTim 
from the dead" The unchanging state of men 
after death, dimly indicated in the Law, is 
clearly taught in the Gospel, and nowhere with 
such solemn emphasis as by the Son of man, 
who affirms, that the finally impenitent shall 
go away into everlasting punishment, but the 
righteous into life eternal 
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In conclusion we may remind you that the 
effort to attack Christianity through the sides 
of Judaism is an old and favourite method of 
infidel warfare, but that like all other modes of 
assault it has proved a grand failure. We are 
not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, nor are 
we ashamed of the Institutes of Moses. The 
Law was a schoohnaster to bring men to 
Christ, but having reached the manhood of 
Christian life and privilege, we do not utterly 
discard the teachings which holy men enjoyed 
in an earlier and less favoured age than ours. 
Let us, in the enjoyment of greater light and 
freedom, walk worthy of our privileges, and 
hand down as we can to coining generations 
that Book of Life, which prophets and apostles 
penned, and without whose teachings time 
would be a desert, and eternity a gulf of dark- 
ness and woe I Amen. 
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LECTURE VIII. 

THE EVTOENCES OP REVEALED RELIGION. 



John zx. 30, 81. 

'* And many other signs trnly did Jesns in the presence 
of His disciples, which are not written in this book : 
but these are written, that ye might believe that Jesns 
is the Christ, the Son of God; and that beXieving ye 
might have life through His name.' 



n 



It is the prerogative of God to educe good 
from evil, and to overrule the most calamitous 
events for the welfare of His church, and for 
the promotion of His own glory. " Surely the 
wrath of man shall praise Thee ; the remainder 
of wrath shalt Thou restrain." This has been 
evident under the persecutions His people have 
been called to endure, and amidst the opposi- 
tion which has been made to His revealed 
word and will The ordeal through which 
the Jewish people passed in Babylon, and the 
calamities endured by the Old Testament 
church under the persecutions of Antiochus 
Epiphanes, tended to their separation from all 
idolatrous practices, and to the promotion of 
a strong attachment to the worship of the one 
true God. The persecutions that fell on the 



EVIDENCES OF REVEALED RELIGION. 219 

Christian church, in the early ages of the 
Gospel, had the effect of deterring a hetero- 
geneous multitude from joining themselves to 
it from doubtful motives, and thus to keep it 
select and pure ; while it tended to enlarge the 
boundaries of the kingdom of Christ, inasmuch 
as those who were driven out from their own 
homes, went everywhere preaching the word 
of truth. Thus the means adopted by the 
enemies of Christianity to retard its growth, 
have turned out to its furtherance. 

And so it has happened with the attacks 
which have been made on the authority of 
revealed religion. The early attempts of 
learned Heathen and Jewish writers to under- 
mine Christianity, led to the publication of 
apologies by Justin Martyr, Origen, and Cle- 
ment of Alexandria, by which it was effectu- 
ally vindicated, and shown to be Divine. In 
modem times the rash attacks of Infidelity 
have called forth the caliQ and irrefutable vin- 
dications of the Christian faith, made by Bishop 
Butler, in his "Analogy of Religion;" by Bishop 
Watson, in his " Apology for the Bible f and 
by other well-known advocates of Christianity. 
This likewise is the case with the latest attack 
on the Bible, through the books of the Penta- 
teuch. The publication of Bishop Colenso's 
work has called forth an amount of intelligent 
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criticism in condemnation of its general prin- 
ciples, and of specific refutation of its objec- 
tions, which cannot fail to be gratifying to the 
fnends of the Bible. Nearly all the organs of 
public opinion, with the exception of those 
that are infidel, have united with singular zeal 
to vindicate the common faith. The founda- 
tions and evidences of CShristianity have thus 
been clearly placed before the public mind, and 
attention has been called to a class of truths 
we are in danger of forgetting. I believe 
that the discussion has been eminently bene- 
ficial in various ways, and especially in teach- 
ing Christians that their faith is built not 
on the wisdom of men, but on the power of 
God. 

Having taken our share in this controversy, 
in which we have endeavoured to vindicate the 
historical accuracy of the five books of Moses 
and the book of Joshua, we bring our labours to 
an end, and that, perhaps, not inappropriately, 
by a lecture on the General Evidences of Ee- 
vealed Religion. And 0, may that Blessed 
Lord, who has caused all holy Scriptures to be 
written for our learning, grant that we may 
in such wise hear them, read, mark, learn, and 
inwardly digest them, that by patience and 
comfort of His holy Word, we may embrace, 
and ever hold hat the hope of everlasting life. 
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which He has given in our Saviour Jesus 
Christ. 

In presenting to you an outline view of 
these evidences, we begin with, — 

L Those that arise from the nature op 

THE TRUTH REVEALED. 

It is a well-known fact that Christianity 
is favourable to free inquiry in religion, and 
challenges investigation of its claims. It 
shrinks from no candid examination, and so 
far from being injured by scrutiny and opposi- 
tion, it has been strengthened and established 
by the adverse influences to which it has been 
exposed. The storm roots more deeply the 
trees it passes over ; the torch held aloft bums 
more brightly for being shaken ; and the truth 
of the Gospel shines more clearly as it emerges 
from the mists of doubt. Two centuries ago, 
John Bunyan, in his admirable work, called 
" The Holy War," in reckoning up the forces 
collected for the last assault on Mansoul, gave 
a principal place to a great company of doubters, 
who in fsujt constituted the chief strength of 
the enemy's army. Now, as then, these 
doubters are many, and are influenced by 
various motives. Some are beyond the reach 
of argument and appeal, but others are con- 
scientious, and willing to be relieved of doubts, 
which are to them most painfiil, and keep 
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them back &om Christ To such, as a remedy 
for latent unbelief, we commend a careful peru- 
sal of the contents of the book of Qod. It is 
a well-known &ct that many infidels are 
wondrously ignorant of what is taught in the 
Bible, which they deliberately reject The most 
beneficial results would flow to them, and to 
others who are in doubt or difficulty, from a 
prayerful perusal of the sacred Scripturesw 

I have read an authentic anecdote of a 
Christian minister, who when applied to by 
an intelligent sceptic to recommend the best 
work he knew on the evidences of Christianity, 
replied, " The Bible, which I advise you to 
read consecutively, without comment." The in- 
quirer acted on the advice, and read the whole 
of Grenesis through, with surprise ; he advanced 
in the perusal of Exodus, till he read the 
twentieth chapter ; after which he returned to 
the minister, and avowed his conviction, that 
a book which contained the revelation of a 
code of laws so just and comprehensive as 
those of the two tables, could not be any other 
than of God. Further reading led to an en- 
lightened believing reception of the truth, on 
the part of this man, who soon after found 
redemption in the blood of Christ, even the 
forgiveness of sins. We would that other 
doubters would go, and do likewisa 
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Look then, my brethren, into this Book of 
books, for the removal of doubt and the con- 
firmation of faith, and you will find its teach- 
ings worthy of the Divine Being from whom it 
professes to come. All the truth on which it 
descants is weighty and important ; for things 
that might be learnt without revelation are 
not in the number of objects it presents promi- 
nently to view. There is nothing in the whole 
scope of its revelation unworthy of the most 
lofty views we can entertain of the character 
and glory of Jehovah. It gives a satisfactory 
and unrivalled representation of the Being and 
Attributes of God, whom no man hath seen 
or can see ; exhibiting each perfection of His 
nature as in complete harmony with every other 
attribute, and shedding the lustre of surprising 
glory over the whole. The Bible is not less a 
revelation of man, for it unfolds his history 
from the beginning, and exhibits him in aO 
the phases of his character, and the varieties 
of his social life. From this book we gather 
our impressions of the true dignity of our 
nature, as immortal creatures, redeemed by 
the shedding of atoning blood, and by the 
work of the Spirit on the heart. Now if you 
compare this teaching with the reveries of 
heathenism, or the meagre conjectures of infi- 
delity, you will be conscious of the immense 
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superiority of the Word of God to them alL 
"What is the chaff to the wheat?" 

Again, the communications of the Bible are 
adapted to the necessities of man. The law of 
adaptation is one which pervades the universe, 
and stamps value on all created things accord- 
ing as they serve the end of their being. The 
luminaries of heaven are ordained to give 
light ; the elements and productions of nature 
are appointed to minister to our support ; and 
the circumstances and relationships of life are 
graciously intended to yield us comfort and 
support On this principle, the revelation con- 
tained in the Bible is to be highly valued. It 
meets the eager desire for knowledge, and the 
earnest search after truth, by which the human 
mind is frequently distinguished. The true 
repose of intellect is found here. It unfolds a 
method of salvation, harmonizing with the 
claims of God, and adapted to the wants of 
man. It finds us ignorant, and instructs us in 
the nature of all-important truth ; it finds us 
bewildered, in wandering mazes lost, and unfolds 
a glorious economy of life and trutL It pre- 
sents a perfect rule of life, and supplies adequate 
motives to produce evangelical obedience. It 
evolves the beautiful and true, and lays the 
foundation of lofty hope, while aU is sand and 
sea beside. The Author of Christianity pro- 



OF REVEALED RELIGION. 225 

claims Himself THE truth. He has the 
tongue of the learned, and speaks a .word in 
season to the weary. 

At the same time revealed religion meets 
the desires of the human heart. "There be 
many that say, Who will show us any good?" 
This desire for good is felt and pursued by 
all, though men differ widely, and mistake 
grievously respecting the nature of what is 
good, and how it is to be attained. Varro, an 
ancient Roman writer, whose vast and varied 
erudition earned for him the title of the 
"most learned of the Romans," declares that 
the opinions of the old heathen philosophers 
respecting the summum bonum, or chief 
good, were no fewer than two hundred and 
eighty-eight. Indeed, they were as endless as 
they were contradictory ; some placing it in 
one thing, and some in another most opposite 
object, but none of them in the right one. 
The Bible directs us to the Infinite, to the 
ever blessed God, as the only source of perfect 
good. As in harmony with its teachings, we 
cannot but prize the admirable definition of 
the Assembly's Shorter Catechism, — " Man's 
chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy Him 
for ever." In the discoveries of His word, 
He is presented to us as the Being, who is 
alone worthy to be supremely loved, and 

Q 
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trusted, and adored. He hath showed us 
what isigood. His favour is life. It is Ufa 
eternal to know the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom He has sent. As the dove wan- 
dering from the ark found no resting-place, on 
the wide waste of waters, so man as a wan- 
derer finds no rest or security but in the ark 
of salvation, in the open arms and heart of 
ImmanueL May we not each one say, " Re- 
turn unto thy rest, my soul, for the Lord 
hath dealt bountifully with thee"? 

There is internal evidence of the truth of 
revelation which from its nature will be con- 
stant, and may be ever accumulating. This 
appears in the fact that it is impossible to 
improve it. The limits of science have been 
progressively enlarged, and its facts and dis- 
coveries are built up into a constantly ad- 
vancing beautiful system ; but revealed religion 
is incapable of such improvement. Indeed it 
has been grievously injured and deteriorated 
in the hands of men. If you wish to obtain 
a correct view of vital religion, you must look 
for it, not as adorned or disfigured by human 
philosophy, not as embodied in creeds and 
formularies, or imperfectly developed in the 
lives of its professors, but as contained in the 
pages of this hallowed book — ^the Bible ! 

In this department of evidence it is im- 
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portant to note that the different books of 
this vdlume breathe the spirit of the indi- 
viduals whose names they bear. The historic 
records appear from their style and method to 
have been penned by men who were eye- 
witnesses of the events narrated. The Psalms 
of David reveal a depth of penitence and a 
strength of devotion, such as might be expected 
in him. The Proverbs exhibit that profound 
wisdom, and general acquaintance with human 
nature and its affairs, which we should natu- 
rally look for in Solomon. In the writings of 
Isaiah there is that sublimity of thought, that 
ardour of feeling, and splendour of diction, 
which might be anticipated from the man who 
had seen the glory of Jehovah in the temple, 
and whose lips had been touched with a live coal 
from the altar. The Pauline epistles display 
the intelligence and zeal which might naturally 
enough appear in a disciple brought up at the 
feet of Gamaliel, and afterward called to be an 
apostle of Christ. The writings of Peter are 
marked by the caution and concern to be 
looked for in one who had fallen so deeply, 
and was restored so effectually. In all the 
works that bear the name of the Apostle John 
we feel the inspiration of a love, such as might 
well be realized by one who was the beloved 
disciple, and reclined on the bosom of his Lord. 
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A multitude of undesigned coincidences may 
be found in the books of Scripture which aid 
in establishing their truth. Between the 
epistles of Paul and the incidents of his life, 
as mentioned in the Acts of the Apostles, there 
are many points of such agreement. The 
perusal of these works will show that neither 
the history was taken fix)m the epistles, nor 
the epistles from the history. The undesigned- 
ness of the agreements demonstrates that they 
have not been produced by any fraudulent 
contrivance. The same kind of agreement 
may be traced out in other parts of the sacred 
volume, and the whole constitutes a valuable 
kind of proof that the Bible is true. 

To this may be added the fact, that inci- 
dental confirmations of the word come out 
frequently in most unexpected ways. The 
lapse of time and the progress of discovery are 
found to clear up difficulties and silence objec- 
tions in relation to the facts of Scripture. Of 
this we may furnish just one illustration. It 
was long regarded as a most perplexing thing, 
if not a damaging fact to the credit of the New 
Testament, that in the Acts of the Apostles 
(chap. xvi. 12), Philippi is spoken of as a 
colony, when there was no trace of it as such 
in heathen literature. That the writer was in 
error was boldly affirmed by some, and timidly 
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conceded by others. But what now is really 
the state of the case? Just this, that in 
modem times a medal has been discovered 
bearing this legend, " Colonia, Augusta, Julia, 
Philippi," showing that Philippi had been made 
a Roman colony by Julius Csesar, which was 
confirmed by Augustus. Thus the accuracy o£ 
Luke, the writer of the Acts, has been proved 
beyond doubt. We may, I think, on all these 
grounds, conclude that revealed truth is by its 
own evidence demonstrated to be Divine. 

II. The. evidence abising from pro- 
phecy. 

Among various kinds of proof this holds a 
foremost rank. Its fulfilment is a standing 
miracle exhibited to men in every age, with a 
view to command their attention and regard. A 
prophecy is a declaration made by a creature, 
whether human or angelic, under the inspira- 
tion and commission of the omniscient God, 
relating to an event, or a series of events 
which have not taken place at the time the 
prophecy is uttered, which could not have 
been certainly foreseen by any wisdom of 
man, but which will take place in the visible 
dispensations of the Divine government in the 
present state. 

Such predictions abound in the Old Testa- 
ment, and have had their accomplishment in 
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the history of the Jews, and in the changes 
effected in the great monarchies of the old 
world. We pass these by however to fix 
attention on one class referring to the person 
and work of our adorable Lord. These are so 
numerous and minute that we might suppose 
them to be histories rather than prophecies, 
had we not incontestable evidence that they 
were penned ages before the incarnation of 
Christ; and they embrace such an order of 
incidents as could only be known to One to 
whom the secrets of unborn ages are open 
and revealed. Thus it was foretold that the 
Messiah should be bom of a virgin, of the 
tribe of Judah, and in the city of BethlehenL 
The exact time of His advent was proclaimed, 
as well as the form of poverty and reproach 
under which He should appear. His suffer- 
ings, rejection, and death; His resurrection 
and ascension to heaven were all foretold ; and 
were all so literally fulfilled as to prove the 
Divinity of the book in which these predictions 
are written. 

There are prophecies in the New Testament, 
which if less numerous and striking than those 
of the Old, are yet sufficient to prove its inspi- 
ration. Those uttered by our Lord respecting 
His death, and the outpouring of the Spirit ; 
in relation to the extension of His kingdom. 
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and the overthrow of Jerusalem, were all 
fulfilled in their season. The falling away 
predicted by Paul, corresponds to the great 
Roman apostasy ; things already fulfilled, and 
yet to be accomplished, are amply noted in the 
Apocalypse. Attention is due to imfulfilled 
prophecy, not that we may rashly dogmatize 
on future events, but that we may believingly 
wait for the accomplishment of things yet to 
come ; and that the church in fixture ages may 
have accumulating proof that " the testimony 
of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy." Let us now 
ponder, 

III. The evidence arising from miracles. 

A miracle is an event above the established 
constitution or order of things, or a sensible 
suspension of the known laws of nature, by 
the immediate act or permission of God. The 
Bible abounds in records of such wonders, 
and aU the conditions and features of genuine 
miracles gather around them. 

Applying to these the criteria by which to 
distinguish what are real miracles fi'om lying 
wonders, we observe that they had in view an 
important end. It is not to be imagined that 
the Almighty would interfere with the laws 
by which He governs the world for a light or 
slender reason. Here however is an object 
to be secured worthy of Divine interference. 
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Mirades were wrought in support of a reye- 
lation from God, to attest its truth, and to 
awaken a slumbering world with signs and 
wonders likely to arrest its attention. 

Tlien they were marked by publicity ; not 
having, like pretended miracles, been done in 
a comer, but openly, and in the sight of many 
witnesses. The miracles of our Lord, like those 
of Moses and Elijah, courted publicity. He 
performed them on the sea-shore, in the streets 
of the city, and the temple, and in the presence 
of thousands, many of whom were His foes. 

Tliey were of such a nature as to forbid the 
thought of imposture. A miracle does not 
present the shades and gradations observable 
in nature, who is gradual in her operations, but 
is, on the contrary, an instantaneous and per- 
fect work of God Such were the miracles of our 
Lord, performed as they were with a word, a 
look, a touch. He healed persons in a moment, 
and that perfectly of whatsoever disease they 
had. These cures and wonders were totally inde- 
pendent of second causes, and by their nature 
showed that they were wrought by a super- 
natural power. 

They were wrought upon a grand scale. 
Not a solitary one, but a vast multitude 
occurring, as we have seen, in connection with 
the Mosaic economy, for more than forty years ; 
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and stretching forward under the Christian 
dispensation from the day of Pentecost to the 
end of the apostolic age. These wonders were 
not of one kind only, but were in every variety 
of form adapted to the exigencies of the church, 
and the requirements of the people among 
whom they were wrought. They were not 
mere displays of power, but usually had a be- 
nevolent end in view ; and where they assumed 
the character of awful judgments, they em- 
braced an ultimate object, in which mercy 
rejoiced over judgment. The bearing of these 
works on the evidences of revealed religion is 
apparent to all who candidly examiae them. 
The works performed confirm the words that 
were taught. Hence said our Lord to the 
Jews, " If ye believe not me, believe me for 
the works* sake." 
IV. We have evidence resulting from 

THE diffusion AND PRESERVATION OF REAL 

religion. 

It may be thought that no great stress 
should be laid on this kind of proof, because 
Buddhism, Popery, and Mahomedanism, have 
all been widely diflfiised and long upheld in the 
world. But the extension of these false reli- 
gions can be accounted for, in part by their 
corrupt principles, and in part by the means 
employed for their propagation. They mi- 
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nistered more or less to the propensities of the 
fallen nature of men, and they have been dis- 
seminated by the arm of power, and by the 
might of the sword. 

The religion of the New Testament is emi- 
nently spiritiiaL Christianity has a character 
of its own, differing in many respects firom 
Judaism, and differing much more widely from 
every form of heathenism. Yet it rapidly sub- 
verted them all, and wherever it came fully 
into conflict obtained a moral victory. In 
primitive times it spread through the whole 
Roman empire, and saints were found in 
Caesar's household. In after ages it triumphed 
over the barbarism of savage nations and estab- 
lished itself on the ruiu of systems which had 
grown venerable by the flight of time, and 
influential by their alliance with political in 
stitutions. Even in our own days the gospel 
has lost none of its power, and has achieved 
moral triumphs worthy of apostolic times in 
either hemisphere, and from pole to pole. 
There is difficulty in inducing any nation to 
change its gods, but a harder work has been 
performed in leading tribes to renounce their 
idols and submit to a spiritual economy, the 
reign of which is righteousness, and peace, and 
joy in the Holy Ghost 

It has prevailed by means of a feeble in- 
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stnimentality. If men of wealth and station, 
of great erudition and extensive learning had 
gone forth, armed with magisterial authority 
and power to propagate a new form of religion, 
you would be able to account for their success, 
however great it might have been, by the acci- 
dental circumstances of their mission. But 
here were twelve men, humble and unlearned, 
poor and unfriended, going forth at the bid- 
ding of One who had been rejected and put to 
death ; and yet the gospel from their lips every- 
where prevailed. They boldly stood before 
kings and governors, and preached with effect 
to the common people, the Lord working with 
them, and confirming the word by signs fol- 
lowing. The miracles they wrought called 
attention to their doctrine, and the gift of 
tongues they so largely possessed aided their 
design ; but these auxiliaries were supernatural, 
and proved that the excellency of the power 
was not of men, but of God. 

It triumphed over continued opposition. 
The gospel was met at first by the aversion of 
the Jew, and by the contempt of the Greek. 
All classes became its opponents, and united 
to crush it out of life. Bonds, imprisonment 
and even death awaited its ambassadors, and 
yet it grew and multiplied. Most of its sub- 
sequent triumphs have thus been won in 
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heathen lands. Even now the oflTence of the 
cross has not ceased, and many of its modem 
missionaries have laid down their lives for the 
cause they have espoused. Still they say, as 
with one voice from various lands, "Thanks 
be unto Gk)d who always causeth us to triumph 
in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of 
His knowledge by us in every place.^ The 
counsel of Gamaliel may well be repeated even 
now to the persecutors of the servants of Jesus, 
" Eefrain from these men, and let them alone : 
for if this counsel or this work be of men it 
will come to nought, but if it be of God ye 
cannot overthrow it, lest haply ye be found 
even to fight against God." 

It is still more wonderful that Christianity 
should have prevailed even over the very pro- 
pensities of human nature in its fallen state. 
The gospel is iuimical to the inclinations of the 
hearts of men. They are proud, and it de- 
mands humility. They are self-righteous, and 
it requires the abnegation of self, and a simple 
dependence for salvation on the blood and 
righteousness of Christ. They are indulgent, 
luxurious, and sensual ; and it demands holi- 
ness, without which none can see God. Yet 
without any parleying with the foe, and with- 
out any compromise with error, it has gone 
foith and is still going forth as the sun in its 
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strength to diffuse life and truth and gladness. 
Surely this is of God. 

Finally we advert to the evidence 
furnished by the influence of revealed 
religion. 

The tree is known by its fruit ; the fountain 
by its streams ; and principles are to be judged 
of by their effects. What is the influence of 
the Bible ? We confidently reply Good, and 
good only. The effects produced by the gospel 
are such as might be expected from a scheme 
of mercy, originating in Infinite love, and 
carried into effect by Almighty power. Its 
legitimate influence is in accordance with the 
angelic anthem, " Glory to God in the highest, 
on earth peace, good will to men." 

Mark its influence on Tvational character. 
And in order to discern this, we would have 
you compare our own beloved land with any 
country of heathendom, or with any of those 
lands where the fiery Moslem creed prevails, 
or even with the most favoured of those who 
are only nominally Christian, and where the 
Bible is kept from the people. The intelli- 
gence and liberty, the security and prosperity 
we happily enjoy, are in a great degree due to 
the influence of Christianity on our national 
condition. This will be further evident if you 
contrast our present state as a people, with 
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what it was when the first Christian mission, 
aries reached our country. The rude abori- 
gines of the land were painted savages, roaming 
in partial nudity across the hills and dales, and 
offering sacrifices of barbarism and blood under 
the oaks of the forest The gospel, in its pro- 
gress, overturned the altars reeking with 
human gore, snatched the trembling victim 
fi-om the knife of the Druidical priest, and laid 
the foundations of our present prosperity and 
peace. The darkness of heathenism is now 
past ; the true light of Christianity has shined 
It has elevated oiu: nation, given justice to 
our laws, and impulse to our commerce ; and 
largely contributed to make Great Britain 
what it is, the envy or glory of the whole 
earth. What it has done for this land it can, 
by the eftusion of the Holy Spirit, do for every 
coimtry under heaven. Freely we have re- 
ceived it ; let us freely dispense it ; for it has 
been committed to us as much for propagation 
as for enjoyment 

Its benign influence on social happiness is 
undoubtedly great. Wherever it has had jfree 
course and is glorified, it has exerted the most 
blessed influence on the families of man. Abo- 
lishing slavery, not by direct enactment, but by 
its indirect influence, it has given liberty and 
security to all classes of the people. Oblitera- 
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ting polygamy, by its teaching that a Christian 
pastor should be the husband of one wife, it 
has removed a fruitful source of jealousy and 
woe. Eecognizing the sanctity of the domestic 
constitution, it has called forth the voice of 
rejoicing in the tabernacles of the righteous, 
and rendered the family a type of heaven. A 
principle of equity, mildness, and benevolence 
pervades all its institutions. Teaching us to 
regard every man as a brother, and laying 
down the rule that whatsoever we would 
that men should do to us we should do to 
them, it has revolutionized society, by peaceful 
means, and brought the dawn of a period when 
the whole earth shall be fuU of light and ,love. 
The time would fail me to speak adequately 
of its effects on the individual condition of 
men. It secures property, guards reputation, 
elevates the mind, tranquillizes the heart, pre- 
serves health, lengthens out life, teaches us how 
to Hve, and prepares us to die. Its influence 
is not bounded by time, but stretches into 
eternity. It lights up the valley of the shadow 
of death, and opens before the view of the 
departing spirit a prospect of eternal glory. 
Its final oracle is a voice from heaven, which 
neither infidelity nor philosophy ever uttered, 
" Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord." 
The lowliest Christian, who has Christ in his 




240 THE EVIDENCES 

heart the hope of glory, would not change his 
lot for that of the most gifted and favoured of 
unbelieving men. A poet of our own has well 
contrasted the lowly believing cottager, with 
the brilliant infidel ; and justly exdainis, — 

" happy peasant ! unhappy bard ! 
His the mere tinsel, hers the rich reward : 
He praised perhaps for ages yet to come^ 
She never heard of half a mile from home ; 
He lost in errors his vain heart prefers, 
She safe in the simplicity of hers.** — Ck)WPER. 

May we not then challenge infidelity to 
bring forward a more reasonable and greater 
benefit for mankind than revealed religion, 
before it attempts to rob us of the Bible? 
" Spirit of Hume the subtle, of Paine the 
degraded, of Rousseau the fanciful, of Volney 
the daiing, and of Voltaire the cowardly; 
and ye elder spirits of Celsus, Porphyry, and 
Julian ; and ye yet elder spirits of Jannes and 
Jambres, who withstood Moses, tell us what 
you can suggest for the happiness of the world 
half so authentic and reasonable as the religion 
of the Bible ! Till you have found and an- 
nounced this, let your tongues be sUent, and 
learn not to blaspheme/' 

Having thus presented to you these numer- 
ous and varied arguments in favour of the 
Bible, let me, in conclusion, urge you to seek 
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a personal experimental acquaintance with 
the truth necessaiy to salvation. There is 
higher and surer evidence of the validity of 
the gospel than any we have adduced. What ! 
you are ready to reply, Higher evidence than 
that derived from the contents of revelation— 
from prophecy — ^from miracles — from the dif- 
fusion and preservation of religion— and from 
the benign influence of Christianity ? Yes, I 
answer, there is, but it can only be secured 
by the penitent believing soul, who repairs 
to Christ for salvation. " He that believeth 
hath the witness in himself The Spirit 
itself beareth witness with our spirits, that 
we are the children of God. May you realize 
the indwelling of the Holy Ghost, and be by 
Him sealed unto the day of redemption. 
Amen! 



THE END. 
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